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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
3 par., nzid i-cad prayers.

:BILL,-COMMONWEALTH POWERS,
1945-1947, AMENDMENT

(CONTINUANCE).

Introduced by the Attorney General and
read a first time.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lieut-Govemnor re-
ceived and read notifying assent to the
Inspection of Machinery Act Amendment
Bill.

BILL--IRON AND STEEL INDUSTRY.

Council's Messoage.

Message from the Council receiveri and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
further amendment mnade by the Ass embly
to amendment No. 1.

QUESTIONS.

LEGISLATURE.

As to Sittings of Houses.

Mr. GRAHAM (on notice) asked the
Prem ielr

is hie aware that up to and including the
11th instant, the Legislative Council has
been in session this year only 93 hours 27
minutes as against a total sitting time of 268
hours .95 minutes by the Legislative As-
semnbly?

Tbe PREMIER replied:
I have made no calculation of the sitting

times of either House.

NORTH-WEST.

As to Dundas Report on Taxaotion.

Mr. RODOREDA (on notice) asked the
Premier:

(1) Can he state whether the Conhuon-
weelib Government is inclined to implement
the reeommendations in the Dundas report
on North-West taxation?

(2) Has he any reason to believe that the
Dundas report is not as favourable to taxa-
tion relief as we have been led to believe?

The PREMI ER replied:
(1) At the Premiers' Conference in

August last I submitted the request that the
North-West should be afforded the benefit
of exemption from taxation as applied by
the Commonwealth to the Northern Terri-
tory. This request was refused and the
Prime Minister intimated that he was un-
able to adopt all the recommendations con-
tained in Mr. Dundas's report. I have since
submitted furth r representations and am
a-waiting a rel fo the Prime Minister.
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(2) A copy of Mr. Dundas's report has
been made available to me and shown to
the Leader of the Opposition on a strictly
confidential basis, and I am not at liberty
to disclose any of its contents.

BILLr-BUILDING OPERATIONS AND
BUILDING MATERIALS CONTROL ACT
A1WIhDMENT AND CONTINUANCE.

Third Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. Mebarty-
Murray-Wellington) [3.4] : 1 move-

That -the Bill be nOW read a third tinie.

M. MARSHALL (Miurehison) [3.5]: I
ask the Premier, who is in charge of the
department concerned with this measure, to
give an assurance that sonic recognition will
be given to the points raised by the memi-
ber for IKalgoorlie and myself at the second
reading and Committee stages. 1 pointed
out that I had no objection to power being
gviven to the Commission to direct second-
band materials into those avenues into
which they eould he best utilised, but 1, and
other Goldifields members, are somewhat
eoneerned about the demolition and re-erec-
tion of these homes. T 'have to admi it re-
gretfully that the Ooldflelds towns are on
the decline, and I shudder to thinik what
will happen to them in the future if no -re-
lief is forthcoming to 'the guidmining in-
dustry. I ask the Premier to assure me that
where the people in these places are pro-
viding themselves, or others, with homes
that have been demolished in centres where
they are of no value, he, as the Ministerial
head of the department, -will see that no
inconvenience or delay is experienced.

THE PREMIER (Ron. D. R. Metarty-
Murray-Wellinglton-in relply) [3.6]: I can
give to the hon. member the assurance that
in the ease of the houses, to which lied
refers, that are being demolished for the
purpose of re-erection -where they are
needed, nothing will he done to impede their
re-erection. This measuire will certainly not
hold uip the erection or construction of
houses that have been pulled down for the
purpose of being re-erected.

Question put and passed.

EIhL-COAL MINERS" WXLFARE.
Read a third time and transmitted to the

Council.

BILL,-CENSORSHIP oF FILMS.
Third Reading.

THE CHIEF, SECRETARY (Hoo. A. V.
IR. Abbott-North Perth) [3,71: 1 mov-

That the Bill be now read a third time.

MR. GRAHDM (East Perth) f(3.8]:
Immediate]l'y prior to entering the Cham-
ber I received a telegram from the pro-
prietor of a motion picture theatre in which
he expresses concern, in the following
termis, regarding the Bill-

Am stronigly opposed to proposed legislation
regarding censorship as reported in ''West
Autain being cumbersome and unwork-
able.

I would like to know from the Chief Sere-
tary whether any consultations were held
with representatives of those who show ailms.
I am not expressing an opinion on this.
matter because I confess I do not know
whether the Bill will be eumberFomn or un-
workable. But the peoplle who arc directly
affected should have an opportunity of ex-
pressing their point of view. If that oppor-
tunity has not already been given I would
like to know wheather the Chief Secretary
will see that it is before the Bill is finally
dealt with hy the Legislative Council. It
will be agreed that on account of the stage
in th0 session, there was no notice given to
public, or even to members to enable them
to ascertain the views of those who would
be directly concerned. It has, therefore,
been necessary for me at this late juncture
to raise the point.

MR. YATES (Canning) [3.1.0]: I agree
with the member for East Perth with refer-
ence to this matter. I have received a tele-
gram from the South Perth theatres read-
ing as follows:-

Reference censorship Bill-As all im" a-l-
ready heavily censored in country of origin and
Australia, consider Bill unnecessary and liable
to cause, hardship to filmn induestry and irrita-
tion to general public. Would appreciate your
using every endeavour have Bill delayed pend-
ing further and more thorough consideration
and investigation.

Bill read a third time and transmitted I also feel that the people mostly concerned
to the Council. with the use of films displayed in the city
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and metropolitan theatres were not given a
sufficien: opportunity to present their side
of the ease, so that the whole subject should
be fairly dealt with in the Housc. I "fill
welcome an assurance from the Minister with
regard %o this matter.

MR. KELLY (Yilgarn - Coolgardie)
[3.11]: The question of censorship of ims
has caused concern amongst the exhibitors.
This Hlouse and the public generally were
given little notice of the Government's in-
tention to introduce thiis legislation. The
lateness of its introduction has caused ex-
hibitors throughout the State to become
deeply concerned. Probably there are many
other members who have received telegrams
of a similar nature, and the one sent to me
by a country exhibitor is much along the
.same lines of those already submitted to
memhe:'s. Mine teads:

Strongly obiject to State ceusorship Bill-
will im*])ose great hiardship and unworkable con-
ditieons on us exhibitors.

I join with the other two speakers in asking
the Chief Secretary to give the House some
intimation as to whether the subject re
ceived full consideration by those concerned,
which includes both the exhibitors and the
public. I trust he will tell us, lust what the
intentions of the Oovernment are.

mR. iox (South F'remantle) [3.121: 1
also have hadl representations made to me
by tho picture show proprietors and all
stress the difficulty of determining the age
of a child from 16 years to .14 years. It is
exceedingly difficult, and that is borne out
by the experience of licensed victuallers in
their efforts to determine the age of eus-
tomers who visit hotels to get drink. It is
difficult to say whether a boy or girl is 21
years of age or, in the case of a girl, whether
she is 28 or 30 years of age. Similarly it
is very difficult to determine the age of a
child. A suggestion has been advanced that
a child under 14 years of age would be given
a chili's ticket. If a child bought an adult's
ticket, that would he prima. facie evidence
against the child taking out an adult ticket
if it 'went to a theatre to see a film that was
on the prohibited list.

If ;hat method were adopted, it would re-
move the responsibility from the proprietor
of the theatre and I think it would he a

fQair proposition. I consider fhe Bill was
brought down rather hastily and members.
certainly have not had much opportunity
to perise its provisions. In past years we.
have heard a lot from another place about
their protests against legislation being
brought down at the tail end of a session.
In this instance, we are again setting a bad
example. I hope the Minister will give con-
siderat ion to the representations of meam-
bers who have been approached by picture
show proprietors and that he will, realise
their difficulties. I trust he wvill do that
with a view to ascertaining- whether some-
thing can be done to make the provisions.
of the Bill more acceptable.

RON. El. H. H. HALL (Ge'raldton)
[3.13] : I huve received telegrams from pic-
tuire theatre proprietors at Big Bell and
Ceralilton. The Geraldton wire reads:-

Censorship Bill as now presented will create
hardships and is unworkable. Please use your
influence to defeat Bill.

Mri. Leslie: Tbesc all camne from Perth.
Hon. A. 11. Panton: I think there must

he one from Mukinbudin.

Hon. E. ff. Fl. HALL: it is high time
that legislation was introdiweed along the
lines proposed, but I think those concerned
should be consulted.

The Chief Secretary: They were eon-
sulted.

MR. TRIAT (Mft. Magnet) [3.14]: Per-
sonally I favour the Bill, and I still favour
it, no matter what the picture theatre pro-
prietors may say. If any proprietors ex-
hibit pictures not suitable for general ex-
hibition, it is up to them to change their
type of film. I have seen pictures that
were indecent.

Ron1. A. H. Panton: That is why you.
were there.

Mr, TRIAT: I enjoyed th~n, but I would
not like my youngsters to see them. I do
not say the pictures wvere positively obscene,
but there are many pictures that are shown
for children today of the horror type, ;vMeh
show the two-gun man as a hero, that should
not be displayed. When visual education
was initiated in Western Australia and the
youngsters were able to see what they were
being taught, we realised it was. the best
way by which children could he educated.
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Pictures, shown at theatres are definitely
visual education. Lots of young children
are allowed to go to the picture theatres two
or three times a week, and the pictures dis-
played to them should be more suitable.

While I support the Bill I do not desire
to impose any hardship upon those who
exhibit the films. Possibly the Minister
might be able to do something to reach an
agreement with the film exihitors to over-
come the difficulty. I think we should give the
legislation a trial anid if the picture people
can show that hardships have been imposed,
we, shall have a later opportunity to over-
c~ome them. if a child attends a picture
.show and is obviously 12 or 14 years of age
and the proprietor allows that child to
witness a picture that is unsuitable, he
should be held responsible. When children
of t-ender age are allowed to go into such
shows there is no excuse for it at all. If,
however, a child is a big lump of a boy or
girl, it js a bit different and, there may be
some excuse. I support the Bill as it is
and next session, if it can be shown that
avoidable hardship has been caused, amend-
ing legislation could be put through.

HON. r. J. a. WISE (Gascyne) [3.173:
I am not at all interested in individual
approaches or the opinions of individual
exhibitors, but I think our approach to this
question should be on the basis of the practi-
cability of the application of what is iii
the legislation. For years I have had quite
a lot to do with the exhibitors of films in
the city and throughout the State. I have
found themn to be reasonable folk,' in-
terested in presenting to the public pro-
-grammes that appeal to the people. I would
assess this position as being one of accept-
nce by the film distributors. If this Bill
ceontains provisions which might be open to
comment, I believe the film exhibitors of
this State and, in fact throughout Australia
generally, would have no ohjection to a
censorship, however rigid, if found neces-
sary. It is not censorship at thi s, stage.
that 1 suggest will be their great concern.
The House has not been told just what eon-
sultation took place between the exhibitors
and the Chief Secretary. The Minister should
let us know what has taken place. If he can
inform us upon examination at this stage,
that there are difficulties in implementing
some of the provisions following upon the

censorship, he will make dlear those diffi-
culties arid have themn dealt with when the
Bill is in another place.

HON, A. H. PANTON (Leederville)
[3.19]: It seems to me -that this Bill is
another example of parents passing the
buck to someone else with regard to their
children. Today we find parents sending
their children to school for four or five
hours, letting them run wild about
the streets for the remainder of the day
and then complaining about the school
teachers not moulding the characters of
their offspring as they should. Here we
have another instance of parents, who ought
to he the best judges of what is good and
what is bad for their children, passing the
buck to the picture proprietors, who are to
decide whether the children should see the
pictures; or not. I think the member for
Mft. 'Marshall heroically mentioned the
other night-I' say ''heroically'' because he
seems to have more control ovcr his; child-
ren than I had and I am bigger than he-
that if he said his children should not go
to the pictures, they did not go. I agree
with him that if all parents rearing child-
ren were to adopt that attitude we would
not require censorship.

But here we are asking-I should say
demanding-that the picture show pro-
prietors should be the judges of whether a
girl is 10 or 14 years old, or whatever the
age is that is fixed bfy the Bill, and should
therefore he allowed into a picture show% or
not. There is another aspect that appeals
to me. The child of 14 or 10 years of age
35 or 40 years ago did not know as much
as, a child of 16 years in these days. The
latter knows a great deal more than did a
child of 18 or 19 years some 40 or 50 years
ago. I have a decided objection to legisla-
tion designed for the purpose of passing the
buck on to somebody who only has the child
in his care for a couple of hours. That is
what this Bill means. After all, my know-
ledge of pictures is very small. I am not
like, the member for Mt. Magnet; I do not
go because it is a pretty rough picture,
hut because my wife takes mue, as a rule,
and she does not go to the rough stuff.

By this Bill we shall be doing what we
have done in much of our legislation. We
shall make the employer responsible for the
actions of his employees. The proprietor

2838



[16 DEFCEMBER, 1947.] 23

of a big picture show is usually a busy man
and is not standing at the door for two or
three sessions a day watching who goes into
the theatre. If a girl on the door, or a
man-if there happens to be a man at the
door- s ]ax, enough to allow a child to
enter the theatre, it is an easy matter then.
The emnployer is responsible, not the em-
ployee. I suppose that is as it should be,
as the employer must take the respon-
sibility; buit it will. be hard, M~r. Speaker,
as you know, being a man of the world, to
decide whether a girl with her hair up and
plenty of rou -e and lipstick on and who
looks 21, is under 16. In the afternoon she
may have hier hair down, iio rouge or lip-
stick, and wvill then look only 16. 1 think
you are A better judge of that than I am.

It Mill be impossible for a young woman
on the door, who admits thousands to the
theatre in a day, to decide whether one of
those young girls was old enough to go into
the theatre; it will be just as difficult for
her to do. that as it is for a barmaid, lin
the rush hour between five and six o'clock,'
to decide whether a young fellow is a few
mnonths over or a few months under 21
years. I agree that the Bill was introduced,
fairly late in the session and has had a
quick passage, but I think the Chief Secre-
tary will he well advised to do one of two
things, either to postpone the third reading
until later in this sitting or until tomiorrow-

Air. Rodoreda: Or nest session.
Hon. A. H. PANTON: -and disuss it

with the proprietors of the picture shows,
or alternatively make arrangements for
them to see the Leader of the Legislative
Council and decide upon whatever amend-
ments might be thought advisable. I did
not get a telegram. I -was telephoned on
more than one occasion, but told the in-
quirers that it was too 'late to do much
this ession. I told them to interview the
old gentlemen upstairs. I do not know
what they have, done. I make these aug-
gesticons to the Chief Secretary as a way
out of the difficulty.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. A. V.
Rt. Abbott-North Perth-in reply) [3.25]:
1 wish to make it quite clear that the in-
dustry was fully consulted on this Bill. The
Bill, as presented by the Government., was
unifcrm with the Bills presented to
the Parliaments in each of the other

States. I thought the industry would haeo
been quite satisfied that the Bill, as pre-
sented, was reasonable.

Mr. Fox: The legislation cannot be
policed in the other States.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Bill was
amended at the instigation of the member
for MKt. Marshall. As members well know,
I opposed the amendment.

I-Ion. F. J. S. Wise: Did you vote against
it?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, I op-
posed it as strongly as I could. It was my
opinion that the provision could not he
policed. A similar provision i Victoria
proved to be unsuccessful and the Act there
has since been amended to strike it out. In
spite of that experience, the Committee
insisted on the amendment and it was
passed.

Ron. A. H.L Panton: It was carried on
the voices.

The CH]Ei SECRETARY: Since then,
I have arranged with the Leader of the
Uppt r House to interview representatives
of the film industry. He and other mnem-
bers of another place have been fully ad-
vised of the po~ition and of the effect of
this provision. I propose to proceed with
the measure now, beednse it is impossible
at the moment to do anything further with
it in this House. Should the provision to
which I have referred be struck out by an-
other place, I propose to ask this Chamber
to accept the amendment by the Upper
Hou se.

Question put and passed.

Bill 'retid a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILL-ASSOCIATIONS INC ORPORA-
TION ACT AMENDMENT.

S ?cond Reading.

Debate resumed from the 12th December.

RON. F. J. S. WISE (Gascoyne) [3.28]:-
I have no serious objection to this Bill. The
only point which gives me concern is the one
I ra~ised by interjection when the Attorney
General introduced the measure, and that
is whether it could apply to such incorpor-
ated associations as might be regarded as
comning within the ambit of company law,
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and not under this legislation. If such
.associations are not trading for profit as
companies, but are trading so that the
profits may confer upon individual mem-
bers, or a group of members, benefits in tho
way of amenities and facilities, I think there
can be little objection to the Bill. My con-'
cern is whether association's which were
founded originally with objects quite re-
stricted, objects confined to members of the
association, have since unwittingly gone out-
side their original objects and become as-
sociations which should properly come
within the ambit of company law. That
would be a quite different matter.

Thle case cited by the Attorney General;
that of the Commercial Travellers' Associa-
tion, is a valid one, The Bill provides that
any alteration of objects must he submitted
to the Attorney General-in other circum-
stances, I take it that would mean the Min-
ister for Justice. There can be very little
wrong with the provision in this Bill for
ain alteration of the objects of an associa-
tion, provided that they are in accord with
the original objects of the association. That
being so, I support the Bill; hut I hope
there is no doubt that such associations, are
not those which should be on a broader base
and under different legislation, namely, corn-
p~any law.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.1H.
RI. McDonald-West Perth-in reply)
[3.30]: I think I can give the Leader of
the Opposition a complete assnrance that
the associations which should come under
the Companies Act will not be able to come
under the Associations Incorporation Act
by virtue of this amendment; because, by
this Bill, if a company alters or adds to its
objects, that 'alteration or addition could
bave no application until the Attorney
General, or the Minister for Justice,' certi-
fled that with that alteration or addition
the association was still one to which the
Act applied. The Act in i-cry positive terms
says-

Thjis Act shall not apply to associationis for
-the purpose of trading or securing pecuniary
profit to the members from the transactions
thereof.

So the Minister for Justice or the Attorney
General at the time will, of course, need to
satisfy him self that the association with the
altered objects cannot and wilt not be a

trading association or one that will be earn-
ing pecuniary profits for its members. I
think the position is safeguarded.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Comtmittee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council,I

BILL-SUPERANNUATION AND
FAhILY BENTEITTS ACT

AMENDMENT.
Returned from the Council without

amendment.

BILL-MANDURAH CHURCH BURIAL
GROUND.

Received from the. Council and, on motion

by Mr. l~ovell, read a first time.

BILL-ACTS AMENDMENT (ALLOW-
ANCES AND SALARIES

ADJUSTMENT).

Mesqsage from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Bill , subject to an amendment, now con-
gidered.

Ila committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The Council's amend-
ment is as follows:-

Clause 65, page 4-Delete the word ''nine''
in line 35 and substitute the word "eight?'

The PREMIER: Members will recall that
whzen we discussed this Bill the other even-
zag it was found necessary to delete the
word "nine" and insert "eight.' Provision
had been made in the Bill for a ninth
Minister, but as the measure to provide for
the appointment of a ninth Minister had
been defeated, that provision had to be re-
moved. We did make necessary amendments
along those lines, but this one was over-
looked. I move-

That the ameadment be agreed to.
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Quesi ion put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL-GAS UNDERTAKINGS.

Coucncil's Amrendments,

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Bill, subject to three amendments, now con-
sidered.,

In Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; Hon. J. T.
Tonkin in charge of the BilL

No. 1 Clause 5, paragraph (b,), sub-
paragraph (ii)-Add after the word "de-
preciation,"~ line 5, page 3, the words "and
renewals."

Hon, J. T. TONKIN- This paragraph of
Clause 5 provides that expenses under the
prescribed headings properly chargeable to
revenue shalt be certain amounts as set out.
The Bill intended this to apply also to re-
newals-that in the price of gas being
charged the companies should be permitted
to make provision for renewals as well as
depreciation. Actually, what is done in
practio~e is that a depreciation fund is set
lip and renewals are made from that fund.
As th-.s 'was the intention of the Bill and
the amendment merely makes the matter
clearer, I move-

That: the amendment be agreedl to.

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: I raise
no' objection.

QuEstion put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 11-Add at the end of the
clause on page 9 a proviso as follo-ws:
"Provided also that this section shall not
apply to any unissued shares of a company
existing at the time of the passing of this
Act."

I-Tor. J. T. TONKTN: The provision in
the Bill originally introduced was that when
shares were to be issued a certain procedure
bad to be followed, and that was that those
shares should not be. reserved fur the share-
holders but should be made available to the
publk.- The Legislative'Couaeil argues that,
-while it has no objection to such a pro-

[1161]

vision applying to all new issues of shares,
it would not be proper to deprive existing
shareholders of a right which they have had.
I see no objection to that. I do not think
it would be quite fair to make this measure
retrospective, inasumuch as it 'would deprive
sh areholders, who could have taken advan-
tage of the right previously conferred on
them by Parliament hut did not do so. When
a similar Bill was before this House in
1940, Parliament agreed that a company
should have the right to issue additional'
capital to £120,000. 'The company has
exercised that right only to the extent of
Z00,C'0, so there is still £30,000 of unissued
capital that the existing shareholders have
the right to take uip, if they so wish. The
amendmelnt is to provide that that right
shall remnain. I move-

That the amendmient be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amiendment agreed to.

No. 8. Clause 28, page 15--Add at the
end of the clause the words--"This section
shall be read in conjunction 'with section
fifty of the Frem anile Gas and Coke Corn-
jpany's$ Act,"p

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: This amendment is
to provide that the clause in the B 'ill deal-
ing with the conditions under which a muni-
cipality may take over the gas company's
works; shall be read in conjunction with a
provision in the existing Act setting up cer-
tain arbitration proceedings. When the Bill
was before this House the Attorney General
said that its provisions would be read in
conjunction with the existing Act, I ac-
cepted that. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreedl to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and at message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BIKJ,-COICANIES ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Cotemcil's M1essage.

Message fromi the Council received and
read notifying that it had disageed to the
amendment made by the Assembly, now
considered.
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In Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; Mr. Ackland
in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment made
by the Assembly is as follows:

Clause 3:-Delete all words after the word
"by" in line 14, and insert in lieu thereof the
words "adding to subsection five a proviso as
follows:-' Provided that this subsection shall
not apply in the ease of a co-operative com-
pany registered under the repealed Acts or
Port VI. of this Act.''

Mr. ACKLAND: I move--
That the amendment be not insisted on.

The matter was discussed fully here be-
fore the amendment was agreed to, but an-
other place has not been able to agree to the
amendment.

Hon. E. NtILSEN: This amendment was
agreed to in this Chamber, without opposi -
tion other than from the Minister for Edu-
cation.

Question put and passed; the Assembly's
amendment not insisted on.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILI,-PJIK ACT AMENDMENT (No. 3).

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. L. Thorn-Toodyay) [3.60] ia mov-
ing the second reading said: This is an
amending Bill that has already been passed
by the Legislative Council. It has been re-
quested by the Retailers' Association, the
producers and the Milk Board, and is to
amend Section 26 of the Milk Act, 1926-
1947, in order to give additional powers to
the Milk Board. At the present time, the
Milk Board can fix the minimum price to
be paid to dairymen and the maximum price
or prices at which milk may be sold retail,
hut has no power to provide for inter-
mediate prices. The Bill will also give the
Milk Board power to fix the minimum price
at which milk is purchased by one vendor
from another who holds a treatment license.
Under the Act ''treatment'' covers a
variety of functions and it would he advis-
able to enable the board to fix, where neces-
sary, the rate in respect of services con-
nected with treatment. There is a provi-
sion in the Act that the board may require

milk either to be pasteurised or bottled or
supplied from tuberculin-tested accredited
herds, or to comply with other conditions.

It will probably be some time before pas-
teurisation will be carried out in the coun-
try, although every effort is being made to
equip all treatment depots in the metropoli-
tan area& In view of the probability that
all milk will have to be tuberculin-tested
accredited milk or pasteurised milk, in ac-
cordance with Section 27 of the Act, it will
be desirable that the board have power to
fix different prices for variations in grade
and (quality. Provision is made in the Hill
for fixing the minimum price or prices per
gallon to dairymen for milk sup plied in any
portion of the State which is constituted
and declared a dairy area under the Milk
Act. A different price or prices may be fixed
in respect of milk produced in the various
prescribed dairy areas or portions thereof
whether the milk is sold or purchased by a
vendor within the district in which the milk
wvas produced or in another district in a
dairy area. The Bill also provides for fix-
ing the maximum price or prices wvhich may
be charged by milk vendors for milk sold to
other milk vendors provided that a different
maximum price or pric4s may be fixed in
respect of milk sold in different dairy areas
or parts thereof.

A different maximum price or prices may
ho fixed having regard to grade, quality,
description or quantity or place of delivery.
Under the Bill 1, the board may determine
the rates which may be charged for any
services in connection with the treatment
of milk. Different rates may be determined
for milk treated in different dairy areas
or parts of dairy areas. Further provision
is made for fixing the maximum price or
prices at which milk may be sold retail in
any dairy area, provided that a different
maximum price or prices may he fixed in,
respect of milk delivered or sold in different
dairy areas or parts thereof, provided also
that a different maximum price or prices
may be fixed according to differences in
grade, quality, description or quantity.

Hon. F. .J. S. Wise: That applies to the
retail side also9

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. The maximum price concerns the eon-
sumer, but it may' be desirable for milk to
be retailed at 4'Ad. a pint in Perth, and at
4d. somewhere else, according to the cir-
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cuwsts noes. Hf passed, this amending Bill
will probably assist in implementing the
recommendations of the Royal 'Commission
now inquiring into the milk industry in
this S~ate. Its terms of reference are as
follow!;:-

To inquire into and report upon the follow-
ing nuttters and things in relation to milk as
defined) in Section 26 of the Milk Act, 1946,
namealy.

1. The cost of production, transport, treat-
ment tnd distribution of milk.

2. The prices to be paid by dairymen for
milk.

3. The prices to be chnrged-(a) by milk
renders to other milk vendors, and (b) by
milk v.-mdors to consumers.

4. The charges to be nmade in respect of the
transport and the treatment of milk.

5. Any other matter incijlental to or con-
nected with the foregoing which the Hon. Min-
ister for Agriculture shall approve as being
within the iscope of this Commission.

This Bill will in no way anticipate or in-
fluene" the findings of the Royal Comnmis-
sioner, but is intended to give the board
power to carry out any recommendations
in relation to Section 26 of the Act which
the (Thmnissioner may make. At present
the Cominonwenlth Government is paying a
subsvidy of 4d. per gallon, but thiq is to
cease at the end of January.

Proiucers are now receiving Is. 61/d. per
gallon for milk at their farms, which price
includes the subsidy. Should the Royal
Commissioner say that producers should
still receive Is. 61/d., the 4d. will have to
be found from. some other source. It may
have '.0 be provided by the consumer, or in
part by the consumer, or the retailer who
at present receives a margin of is. id. per
gallon. Unless these amendments are
passed, the board will not possess the power
to deduct the required amount from the re-
tailer. assuming that the -recommendation
of tho Royal Commission is to this effect.
As the Commonwealth subsidy will not eon-
tinnte after the end of Yanuary, and the
Royal Commission should conclude its in-
quiries very soon, it is desirable that the
powers; contained in this a-mending Bill
shonlrl he vested in the Milk Board. I mov

Ti t the Bill be new read a second time.

HON. J. T. TONKINI (North-East Fra-
manfe) r4.1]: I see no reason~ why we
shouli not continue the discussion and take
the I lii through its remaining stages. The
proposal is simply to provide for flexibility

in the fixing of price. The principle that
now exists and is provided for in the Bill
is the fixation of a minium price for the
produicer and a maximum price for the
vendor, leaving it to the producers and the
vend cirs to get a differing price between
those two limits should circumstances so re-
quire. Arguments have been advanced from
time to time that a more suitable method
of fixing price would be not to fix the maxi-
mum price which a vendor may charge, but
to Wc% a price and then permit a vendor
to go out after additional business by im-
proving the quality of his product rather
than by, what I am told is a temptation now,
adulterating his product and so enabling
him to sell milk at a cheaper price. I admit
that there is always the possibility when the
maximnum price only is fixed for a vendor,
who is out after business, to charge a price
which is less than the maximum.

The Minister for Agriculture: I agree
w ith you.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If he does that,
wve have to face the probability that.
what such a vendor loses on the swings he
will pick up on the roundabouts; and the
quality of, the milk ivhich he sells will suffer.
Although the nrehaser believes that he is
getting cheaper milk, he is really not getting
cheaper milk at all because what he is
gaining by paying a lower price he is losing
in quality. We in this State have not viewed
such a proposition favourably; we have
rather pinned our faith to the power of the
Milk Board to police the sale of milk and
to the health inspectors to ensure that adult-
erated milk is not sold, and therefore we
have assumed that persons selling milk are
supplying a commodity of satisfactory.
quality.

The Minister for Agriculture: I propose
to introduce an amendment to strike out the
word "maxiMUM".

Hon. J. T. TONKCIN: If that is so, it
looks as if the Minister is proposing to take
step:3 along the lines upon which I have been
speaking. I have not said that I favour
Such a Course.

Honi. N. Keen an: Not yet,

The Minister for Agriculture:. I thought
I wouild mention it while you were speak-
ing.

Hon. J, T. TONKIN: The argument has
beer, advanced for a considerable time that
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it would be better to fix a price rather than
the maximum price, and, having fixed a price
there would be no inducement to undercut
price, there would be no inducement to
undercut that price at the expense of quality.

Mr. Styants: That is fallacious, too.

Hon. J. T. TONICIN: I think it might
be. There is no guarantee that a person
who is minded to adulterate his milk when
there is a maximum price, will not, when
seiig at a fixed price, still adulterhtte the
milk and so get an advantage that way.

Hon. X. Keenan: He would *not hold the
advantage.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: No,' because the
tendency would be for customers to deal
where a better quality was obtainable for
the same price. That is at probability. This
measuire provides for greater flexibility for
differing prices to he fixed under certain
conditions so that cognisanee can be taken
of the circumstances uinder which the milk
is sold, the areas in which it is produced.
and the greater cost in so producing or dis-
tributing Ui. That is a principle with which
I am in agreement, It is reasonable that
persons whose costs are higher should be
permitted to charge a price that will enable
them to recoup those costs. -That is all the
Bill provides; it deals with price fixing and
nothing else. It provides for the fixing
of a minimum price to the producer upon
certain bases and a maximum price to the
consumer that the vendor may charge upon
certain bases for fixation. I support the
second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

1" Commtittee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Minister
for Agriculture in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2-agreed to.

Clause 8-Amendment of Section 2-6:

Hon. N. KEENAN: I move an amend-
ment-

That in line I of the proposed new paragraph
(3) the word " maximum'' be struck out.
That is the amendment indicated by the
member for North-East Fremantle, for
which he gave reasons. I desire again
to urge that, by leaving the paragraph in
its present form, we shall be inviting a dis-

reputable trader to cut the price and sell
watered milk and so get custom simply by
quoting a lower price. The aim of the
measure should be to get the highest pos-
sible service, which would mean that the
only competition wvould be in the service,
The hoard could then fix different prices for
the supply of different qiuantities. If
vendors lied to sell at the same 'price, the
unscrupulous person might persist in water-
ing his milk, but customers would changre
to other vendors where they could get
quality.

Mr. Styants: Customers would not know
of adulteration up to about 10 per cent.

Hon. N.T KEENAN: I think I would.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Does not the
Minister intend to give the Committee some
direction 7

The Minister for Agriculture! I wanted
to hear you first.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I am entitled to
hear the Minister first.

The MINISTER FOR AGLEICULTURE:
The hon. member did not commit himself
to the amendment and I thought he would
follow tile member for Nedlands in speak-
ing. I accept the amendment, hoping that
it will assist the public in getting a better
quality milk. I was influenced by the remarks
of the member for North-East Fremantle
who was in charge of the department for
some time and has a full understanding of
the position. Without committing himself,
he indicated that he favoured the amend-
ment.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: No; I Said that argii-
ments had been advanced in its favour.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: The amendment
would he satisfactory if we were dealing
with commodities like sugar or lamb that
are not variable in quality. The board is
empowered to supervise premises and
quality, but the iitculty of policing this
provision is one of the greatest worries of
the board. There is authority to deal
with quality not only in regard to
fats but also solids, the variation of
which immediately denotes adulteration.
While we have a wvide range prescribed in
a commodity that need not have less than
3.6 per cent, of fat and may have 5.2 per
cent. of fat, and may have a curtain per-
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centage of milk solids and yet may have a
lesser percentage than that prescribed, I
think wve should approach the taking o-ut
of the weord "mxmm with great caution.

The objective of milk control in Western
Australia is to have it handled with a limited
number of depots, five, six or 10, with the
commoeity standardised. Then would be the
time to fix a price which would be accept-
able as a proper one for the article. I think
some irfiuenee has been brought to bear on
the Minister since the Bill was introduced
in another place. I take it the measure was
the result of a recommendation from the
Milk Board so that the Act would be policed
more eTectively. Something lies happened.
The Honorary M1inister in another place has
argued that it is necessary to have a maxi-
mnum price. What is the cause of the violent
change in principle that has now occurred?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No influence has been brougEht to hear upon
me. The member for Nedlands discussed
the matter with me. I have always under-
stood that where a board has power to fix
a price! that price becomes the maximum.
For that reason I accepted the amendment,
and can see no harm in it.

Non. J. T. TONKIN: There is more in
this tban meets the eye. For a long time
there has been an agitation to get the Act
amend?d in this way,.and the previous Gov-
ement resisted all efforts to that end. It
is unlikely that the Milk Board has agreed
to this amendment or that it suggested it.
The Inard would doubtless declare that it
is able to see that milk of a standard quality
is suppliedjto consumers, and that it does not
desire the price to be increased, at the same
time ensuring a fair return to the producers.
The re!ason why certain retailers want this
amendment is that the small storekeeper
with f. milk store license is probably taking
away some of their business.

A number of these small storekeepers use
milk as a draw-line. They have to get cus-
tom in competition with other stores and
to enoourage custom they sometimes make
milk available at less than the maximum
price. They are fully entitled to do that,
and are using the milk as a sprat to catch
a mackerel. No doubt the larger stores
would consider it was to their advantage
to prevent the small shopkeeper from doing

this. Why should we deny the small shop-
keeper the right to use milk in this way so
long as hie does not adulterate it? By means
of the Health Act and the inspectors as well
as the Milk Board, we should he able to rely
upon the quality of the milk sold by every-
one. Dloes the Government believe in fixing
prices ats a principle? So far it'has not in-
dicatedt its desire to recognise universal price
fixing. I think the Minister hats been eaug-ht
on the hop with this amendment and that
he does not want it.

The Minister for Agriculture: I am
listening.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It will only beniefit
a few people who already charge the maxi-
mnlm price, but who desire to ensure that
other people do not sell at below that price.
So long as the milk that is being sold at
less than the ma-ximum price is free of
adulteration I cannot see why the practice
should be stopped. I will vote against the
amendment.
* Hon. N. KEENAN: I point out to the
member for North Freman tle that I moved
the same amendment on a similar Bill some
two or three years ago, but without success.
This is merely en encore on my part. My
object is to substitute competition in ser-
vice E-nd quality for price cutting. The pre-
sent legislation encourages price cutting.
What we want to encourage is better ser-
vice and better quality. The amendment will
mean the supply of better milk to the con-
sum era. I did ask the Minister whether he
would. favour the amendment which is one
that 'I moved some three years ago.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I unders.tand the
practice is that eonsequgntial amendments
are made by the Clerks. Will that be fol-
lowed in this instance?

The CHAIRMAN: I thinIci the subse-
quen:. amendments had better he mnoved
separately.

Or. motions by Hon. N. Keenan, the word
"imaximum" was struck out in the proviso
of subparagraph (J) and in subparagraphs
(L) and (La) of paragraph (b).

Clauise, as amended, agreed to.
Ti-.le-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments and the

report adopted.
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Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and returned to
the Council with amendments.

BILLr-POTATO GROWING INDUSTRY
TRUST FUND (No. 2).

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. L. Thorn-Toodyay) [4.351 in mov-
in the second reading said: Subject to the
general control of the Minister, the Bill will
he administered by the Under Secretary for
Agriculture. All costs of administration
will be paid out ot the fund. A committee
to be known as the "Potato Growing
Industry Trust Fond Advisory Coin-
mittee" shall be constituted and shall con-
sist of three members. There will be a
temporary committee p)ending the apjpoint-
ment of the elective committee. The elec-
Live committee will be two commercial pro-
ducers elected 6y the producers and a third
member of the committee will be an officer
of the Department of Agriculture who shall
be nominated by the Minister for Agricul-
ture and shall he chairman of the committee.
The election of the elective members of the
committee will be held and conducted in
such a manner as prescribed. Members of
the committee shall be entitled to he paid
such expenseS and remuneration as; are ap-
proved by the Governor. Such remunera-
Lion and expenses shall be paid out of
moneys in the hands of the committee for
the purpose of this Bill.

It is proposed that a fund will be estab-
lished to be called the "Potato Growing
Industry Trust Fund," which shall be ad-
ministered by a committee under the Bill.
The rate of contribution to be made by
growers shall be such rate as declared by
the Minister upon the recommendation of
the committee. The Bill provides a maxi-
mum contribution of Id. in respect of each
hundredweight of potatoes sold or exported
for sale by every dealer or by the Potato
Marketing Board. The liability of the
grower to contribute to the fund may he
suspended from time to time by the Min-
ister whenever the Minister and a committee
are satisfied that the moneys in the fund
for the time being are sufficient for the pur-
pose of this Bill. After payment of cer-

tama expenses which are subject to the ap-
proval of the Minister, moneys in the fund
may be used for all or any of the following
purposes:

(a) the payment of the whole or portion of
thle costs and expesmses of measures taken to
prevent or eradicate pests and diseases affect-
Iag potatoes;

(b) the payment of compensation to grow-
ers in respect of the whole or portion of
losses suffered by them as the result of
measures taken to prevent or eradicate the
pet and diseases;

(e) the payment of the costs of the pro-
motion and encouragement of scientific re-
search for the improvement and transport of
Potato crops;

(d) the provision of financial help recoin-
mended by the committee and approved by
the Minister for the association and its
branches in tile carrying out of its activities
for the benefit of growers; and

(e) any other purIPbses1 which, in the opinion
of the Minister, ",ill promote and encourage the
Potato growing industry.
All books used in connection with the fund
shall be open to inspection by the Auditor
General or any person autholised to inspect
themn, A balance sheet of the assets and
liabilities, together with a statement of in-
come and expenditure account for each Year
and ,;u!h other information as is required by
the Minister shall be prepared from the
hooks and shall be submitted to the Auditor
General for audit. Provision is made for
the imposition of certain penalties under the
Bill. The Governor may make regulation,;
not inconsistent with this Bill which he may
deem necessary or convenient to be pre-
scribed to give effect to the Bill. Potato
producers 'have asked for this legislation,
and requcsts have come from all over the-
potato growing areas of the State to estab-
lishi the fund. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. J. T. TONKIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) r.439: The Minister was good
enough to let me have an advance copy of
the Bill, which I have looked through, It
provide-, for what thme Potato Growers' As-
sociation has requested for some time.
Members of that body saw me prior to tbe
change of Government and indicated their
desire to have a trust fund set up for the
benefit of the industry. I gave them an as-
surance that the necessary legislation would,
in due course, be introduced. I did not
have the opportunity to deal with the meat-
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ter mnself, but the present Minister has
brought this Bill before the House. I think
it is worthy of support.,because the fund to
be set up is to he built up by the contribu-
tions of the people in the industry, and it
wvill ho used, with proper safeguards, for
the benefit of the Industry, including re-
search into potato growing, so that any
impro~ ements in the growing of potatoes
and any methods to check pests detrimental
to the industry can be in4uired into.

The fund will also be able to provide
compeisation for growers in respect of any
losses they might suffer from time to time
as a result of measures taken to prevent
pests. This is a perfect example of self-
help, xvhieh is not a principle with which
the present Government has always been in
compl'4e accord, because I can recall that
when, on previous occasions, similar legis-
lation was before the House, the members
of the Government, who were then on this

sie rgued that the Treasury should make
substrntial contributions to such funds.
Those membe-rs, being themselves now on
the T:-easury bench, are not so enthusiastic
about that proposition-which I suppose is
perfectly natural. So we have this Bill to
provide for the setting up of a fund to
w~hich the Government will make no contri-
hutioni, as was so often urged by its mem-
hers when they were In Opposition.

Ron. E. H. H. Hfall: Are you sticking
to that?

Hon. J. r. TONKIN: Yes,, if I bad the
time I could find the references in the re-
ports of the debates. The hon. member
can look them up himself. The money
whici will form the trust fund will be con-
tribu :ed by the persons in the industry,
and ihose in the industry hare asked for
the legisqlation, which cannot in any way
harm other persons. It is for the benefit
of the potato growers and they are prepared
to pry for it. They should not be denied
that right.

WIt. HILL (Albany) [4.43] : I support
this9 legislation, and I hope oth~r members
will 'lo the same. The potato growers have,
for riany years, wanted such a measure as
this introduced. -They airc following the
examrple of the fruitgrowcrs. Many years
ago the fruitgrowers introduced a levy on
all export fruit to provide funds for their
association. An arrangement was wade

with the Truit shippers to impose that levy.
The whole scheme was illegal, brut no-one
objected. and, until the war, that was how
the fruitgrowers raised their trust fund.
When exports ceased they could not raise
funds in that manner, so legislttion was
introduced to provide for a levy to be im-
posed on all fruit sold in the State. The
present Bill is based on the fruitgrowers'
legislation of a few year-, ago. This mea-
sure is purely for the benefit of the potato
groweri wh;o will provide the money. Fovr
that reason I ask members to support the
Bill.

mtL. HOAR (Nelson) [4.44]: I join with
the previous speakers in supporting the
measure. I would like to ask the Minister
a quetion as to the relation of this measure
and the existing Act governing the market-
ing of potatoes. In the Bill now before
main 3ers; the prnciples governing contribu-
tions, set out that not more than a penny
per ewt. shall he contributed by the growers
in order to est ablish the fund for the pre-
vention and eradication of pests and
diseases affecting potatoes, and the payment
to g-owcrs in respect of the whole or por-
tion of the losses suffered as a result of the
inasures taken to eradicate those pests and
diseases. So far as I can see, that is the
only difference in the provisions of the Bill
comp~ared with those, in the Act itself with
regard to what is necessary to control the
potato industry from the standpoint of the
growing and selling of potatoes and the
management and control of the industry.

Ino a later part of the Bill there is pro-
vision for an allowance to be made for the
payment of the cost of the promotion and
encouragement of scientific research and
improvenments in the transport of potato
crops. A similar provision is embodied in
the Marketing of Potatoes Act. Who
actually will spend the money on the re-
search work? Is it to be a ease of passing
the buck between those who will control the
trust fund and the potato board, or the other
way around? That is riot the only point. The
Bill provides for a contribution of financial
help on the recommendation of the proposed
committee that will control the trust fund
and the spending of money in connection
with other activities for the benefit of
growers. That is also contained in the main
Act.
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What co-operation will there be between
the committee that is to be established under
the Bill and the potato growers' boarfl that
will govern the marketing of potatoes when
the Commonwea-ltb powers cease and the
State must make arrangements under its
,own Act? It would appear that there will
be overlapping in these matters. I am
afraid that when full powers are returned
to the State and the board to he appointed
under the main Act is set up, there will be
a good many arguments between the hoard
and the committee as to who shall be respon-
sible for the expenditure of certain moneys.
I cannot for the life of me see why the
amount that is to be contributed to the trust
fund under the Bill could not be adminis-
ered by the board under the Marketing of
Potatoe, Act. If that were done there would
be less administrative expense and we must
remember that the expeiise involved must
always he borne by the growers themselves.
Certainly no-one else will contribute towards
it.

Even though the growers have given their
approval to the Bill, I Cannot see any
reason why the hoard should not control the
two funds. I do not know-if that is legally
possible, and the Minister did not mention
that particular aspect. It would be as well
if the Minister were to took at the matter
from that angle, otherwise there will be a
definite overlapping of the p~owers and auth-
orities in respect of the items I have men-
tioned. Apart from that phase, I have no
objection to the Bill and shall not delay the
House any longer.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. L. Thorn-Toodyay-in reply)
(4.50]: I can assure the member for Nel-
son that the relationship between the Act
and the Bill har, been thoroughly examined.
The Bill deals with the internal workings
of the industry with regard to the fund that
is to he contributed to by the growers them-
selves for certain purposes. I will definitely
take note of what the hon. member has said
and examine the position.

Question put and passed.

'Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed throug-h Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill reed a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILL-PUBLIC WORKS STA2NDING
COMITTEE.
In Committee.

Resumed from the 12th December. Mr.
Perkins in the Chair; the 'Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill.

Clause 21-Powers to refer any matter
involving expenditure of public moneys:

The CHtAIRMAN: Progress- was reported
on this clause, as amended.

Hon. T1. B. SLEEMNAN: I trust the clause,
as amended, will not he agreed to. We can
hardly recognise it from the farm in'which
it was first presented. WVhat with the mis-
takes that were made in it, and thc amend-
ments we have dealt with, we would not
know it at all. There were the mistakes
made by the draftsman and those made by
the printer. The whole Bill is a mistake.
Apparently the Government now wishes to
Ivy it on the other fellow. It is not to come
into force until 1949, and the Government
does not want to put it into force and will
probably delay until members opposite have
time to return to the Opposition side of the
House.

The Minister for Works: You are under
a misapprehension. It will become oper-
ative in '1948.

Ron. J. B. SLEEMAN: The clause says
that it shall come into force in 1940, and
what I can see there means nothing else.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The clause
has been amended and it provides for the
legislation coming into force in 1948.

Hon. J. B3. SLEEMAN. There have been
so many amendments that we do not know
where we are.

The Minister for Education: You have
not been following them.

Ron. F. J. S. WISE: It has been said
niany times in Committee that this clause is

*the Bill, or the vital part of it. It is the
portion that if carried in its present form
would be much more acceptable than in the
form the Minister anticipates it will ulti-
mately emerge from the Committee. The
clause has been debated at some length and
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it gives the Government the right to refer to
the eomnmittee that is to be set up, works
of any importance or no works at all. As
the clause stands, it will be incumbent upon
the Government to refer works to the stand-
ing committee for investigation and report.
Anticipating that'the provision stands' as
amended, the committee in its investigations
will have access to the opinions of officers
who row make recommendations to the
Government. I think there is one matter
lost sight of by tbe Government, and it is
just ihat constitutes the administration of
our State.

UnfDrtunately, the belief of many mem-
bers on the Government side of the House
is that public servants, particularly, heads
of branches of departments, are bureau-
crats of the worst order and that
the Glovernment should dominate them.
The Premier has been in an administrative
capacity long enough to appreciate that
the Administration is the Government, plus
the Public Service. That being so, the Bill
is likE ly to set up an authority foreign to
both the Government and the Public Ser-
vie n d responsible to neither. That is
my contining objection to the Bill. I
would support the clause, as aniended. if
the B13 I were not going to be recommitted.
If the Government is in earnest in appoint-
ig the proposed committee, it should have

the Bill in a practicable form or not at all.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: There is no in-
consistency at all in the attitude to this
measure which I and my colleagues took'
up and still maintain. We oppose the
establishment of a public works standing
committee. Could we have defeated the
Bill on die second reading, wve wvonld have
done so. We failed, arid therefore our Situ
now is to ensure that if the committee he
appointed, it shall have referred to it every
proposed work estimated to cost above a
certain sum. We consider it desirable in
the iuterests of the State that every major
public: work should be referred to this comn-
mittee.

Tho Minister for Works: Do you think it
wvould have time to deal wvith every major
workI

Th' Minister for Education: And all
questions associated with every major
work?

lion. A. 11. 01. HAWKE: Yes. If it is
to be effective and efficient, it should be
made to find the time required to enable
it to study every proposed major work.
The committee would not be called upon to
deal with more than three or four major
works in one year.

The Minister for Works: Do not forget
the number of questions wvhich are refer-
able to the committee and which it may
have to tackle.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I know all about
that. If we are to have a standing com-
mittee such as is proposed, I hope this
clause will be retained and not altered sub-
secjuently on recommittal so as to provide
just what shall and what shall not be re-
erred to the committee for consideration
and decision.

lion. J. B. SLsEEMAN: I hope the clause
will be negatived. Subilanse (2) appears to
ho in conflict with Subelause (1). WVill the
Minister explain!

The MINISTER, F0{ VORKS: Yes, all
the lion. member has to do is to substitute
''shall'' for ''may,'' which was the result
of an amendment agreed to.

Clause, as amended, put and a division
taken with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes -

Majority for

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Ackland
Mr. Bovell
Mrs. Cordell-Olive,
Mr. Donry
MJr. Grayden
Air. Hall
ir. Hill

Mr. Leslie
Air. Mainir
Air. Mcflonald
M,. Mc~sarty

Mr. Coverley
Afr. Fox
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Hoar
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Marshall
Mr. May
Mr. Murray

Ans.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
ire.
Mr .
Mr.

NOES.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Air.
Mr.
Mir.
Mr.
Mr,

17

6

Nalder
Needham
141mm,,
Read
Sewvard
Sheara
Thorn
Watts
Wild
Yates
Brand

(Telfer.)

Panton
Reynolds
Sleeman
Smith
Styants
Tonkin
Wis
Hodoeda

(AIfr.)

Clause, as amnended, agreed to.

Clauses 22 to 24-agreed to.

Clause 25-Expenses of Act to be pro-
vided by Parliament:
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Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I think we'should
be told something, of the amount that is to
be spent. It is all very wvell to say the
money is to be provided by Parliament.
Why does the Minister not tell us what it
is proposed to spend?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the
hon. member will refer to the notice paper
be will find that the point can be discussed
under the amendment to be moved by the
member for Perth.

Mr. NEEDILAM: I move an amend ment-
That at the end of the clause the following

words be added-" Such moneys shall not ex-
eed the stum of three thoQusand pounds in any
financial year."

A imnilar provision exists in the Common-
wealth Act where the figu-1re was set at
£2,000, which I believe has since been in-
creased. I am not wedded to the suns men-
tioned in the amendment. If there were no
figure specified there might bre a tendency
for the committee to prolong unnecessarily
any inquiry into a public work by investi-
gating many details, though I do not say
that would be done purposely. Rising
costs have led me to increase the proposed
amount in connection with our committee
to £3,000.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
no objention either to the principle or the
amount suggested. I do not anticipate that
the total expenses for the year will reach
the sum specified. I remind members that,
under Clause 109, assessors may be engaged,
and they would have to he paid at the pro-
fessional or technical rate. If such assessors
were engaged, the limit might easily he
reached; and in a ease like that, the effect
might be to cut off a good job in the middle.
However, I think the amount mentioned is
high enough to he sufficient in ordinary
years.

lIon. A. H. PANTON. Is this committee
going to be paid onl a yearly basis or so
much per sitting, and expenses? The sum
of (.3,000 would not be of much consequence
if thlt members were to receive n annual
salary whether they were working or not,
and if they were to lye paid travelling ex-
pensQes,, hotel expense;,, atn& the rest of it.
That would not go far amongst Aive mem-
bers. The South Australian committee
travels a long way. Its, members; have been

here and have gone to Queensland. I can
imagine the mnembhers of this proposed corn-
inittee visiting Queensland to hare a look
at some big works.

The Minister for Works: You can imag-
ine that?

Hon. A. H. PANT ON: I can imagine
anything under this Bill! The Minister has
been holding uip the South Australian corn-
mnittee as the acme of perfection.

The Minister for Works: I have hardly
mentioned it. Others have.

Hon. A. H. PANTON:; It is no good
talking like that. Every time the Bill camne
uip last year and the year before, we had
the South AustralianL committee mentioned
ais an) example.

The Minister for Works: By others, not 1.

Ilon.,A. H. PANTON: I talked to the
South Australian m embers. I have a relative
who is assoaciated with the South Australian
Parliamevnt and I talked to him about it.

The Minister for Works: Db they do a
good job?

Hon. A. II. PANTON: Yes, at a very
great cost iand I want to know what it will
cost this country. When the Bill becomes
an Act, the Leader of the Opposition -will
he called upon to recommend two members
from this side, and those sitting on his door-
step will want to know what they are going
to get out o$ it. It is no laughing matter;
it is serious. They will want to know
whether they are going to he paid an annual
salary, to which T think they would bt, en-
titled, or whether they are to be paid so
much a sitting and travelling and hotel ex-
penses. I think the electors, are entitled to
know what this will cost. I do not think
£3,000 will go anywhere if an inquiry is
made into a big project. Where are the
members of the committee to get their in-
formation ? Only from offiers of the de-
partments here? They will need to go to
the. other States and perhaps to New Zea-
land ; anywhere, in fact.

Mr. Bovell: You are making this very
attractive.

Hon. A. Ii. PANTON: I know I am. T
can see a lot of the young bloods on the
back seats sitting up. Do members think that
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when Ciere is a job referred to the com:-
mittee, it will simply ask Mr. Dumas or
somebody else for information which is al-
ready available to the Governmnent? If that
is all that 'would be done, the Bill is not
worth the paper it is printed on. The com-
mittee will have to find. out what other States
have duvne. The South Australian committee
came here to inquire into the question of
coal and when the Whyalla pipeline was
being considered they inquired into our pipe-
line he.

Mr. Leslie: There might be a trip to

America and Russia for 'the committee.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: They would *not
send youn to Russia! I would, though; be-
eause they would not let you out again.
Surely the Government has some idea
whether an annual payment is to be made.
I can !;Pe the boys on the back seats reckon-
ing ut what they will get out of it. The.
sumn o1' £1,000 will not go far. I hope the
Ministe r will let us have some information
on the matter.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If thle
hon. member had not told me he was
seriows, I would not have known. Surely
he does not suggest that af 'ter a matter has
been ieferred to Mr. Dumas the resources.
of the State so far as further information
is con 2erned have been exhausted and it
is necessary therefore to go to Queensland!
It wa remarks of that kind that made me
dubious as to whether the ban. member wvas
seriouu. However, I take it that he was.
There was a clause a little further back
in the Bill dealing with this same matter.
and it said that a decion as to how the
money would be paid would be at the deter-
mipation of the Government. I am not
able to inform the hon. member whether
there will he a salary or whether so much
per sitting will lie paid. No decision has
been :nade. I gather that the hon. mem-
ber thought it would be better if there were
no upward limit.

I blievo the other States and the Comn-
mouw 2*1th have set a limit. In Vrictoria

it is £CL,500, though I do not know how many
mcmb~rs are on the committee. The ;Corn-
monw'alth figure is £2,000. The only excuse
we have for exceeding that limit is the one
mentioned by the member for Perth; namely,
rising costs. I do not see that but for ex-

ceptional circumstances it will be necessary
for members of the committee to travel as
far afield as, Queensland. There was the
case the ban. member mentioned of a similar
body from another State coming over here.
But does he recall any other occasions?
Long distance travelling is not going to be
a feature of the committee's activities.

Hon. A. R. GT HAWKE. I do not know
to what extent the Minister has checked the
likely cost per annumn of the committee.
Perhaps he made a stab in the dark.

The Minister for Works: I did not do
that. The hon. member did.

Hon. A. RI. G. HAWKjE: The Minister
agrees with the maximum suggested by the
mnember for Perth, and must therefore be
responsible for it. The committee will be
gouided more by the view of the Minister
thn that of any private member. If the
committee is not to travel -it will be -worth
little to the Government of the State, and it
wilf cost about the same amount whether it
travels interstate or intrastate. The actual
cost of travelling -will not be high, as doubt-
]ess mnembers will travel free by train, but
the living expenses will raise the total cost
to a c-ons~dernble figure. I take it that such
a committee would travel to the North-West,
the Great Southern and the South-West. It
would have to travel to the Goldfields, and
other parts of the State.

The Minister for Works-. The need for
such travel would account for a great deal
of the difference between £C2,000 and £3,000.

lica. A. R. G. HAWKE: The travelling
expenses of members of the committee and
its staff will have to be met by the Govern-
ment, out of funds mnade available, in ac-
cnrd.nce with the provisions of the measure
when it becomes an Act.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: The committee would
have to see the hydraulic undertakings in
TasaMania and Northern Queensland.

lion. A. It G. HAWKE: The Commnittee
might not be wise in accepting the amend-
ment, which might, to some extent, stultify
the work of the proposed committee. Surely
the Minister who administers the Act can
be trusted to see that the committee does
not r-un riot in expending the funds of the
State.

The Minister for Works: I would say so.
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Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The members
of Parliament who are to be members of
the committee will he some of the most re-
sponsible members in the House. They are
to be appointed by the Government, on the
one hand, and the Leader of the Opposition,
on the other hand. I think that to be ef-
feetive the committee wvill have to seek out-
side engineering advice on some prob-
lems, and such advice is extremely costly.

The Minister for Works: I drew attention
to that.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: This Govern-
ment has paid for a lot of such advice in
recent months and is still doing so. I would
prefer to see the Bill passed without limita-
tions, leaving it to the judgment of the Min-
isqter and the responsibility of members of
the committee to decide wvhat is reasonable
in the carrying out of their duties.

Mr. NEEDHIAM. I hope the amendment
will be agreed to, as if the committee is to
be useful it must travel beyond the borders
of this State. Thle sum snggested in the
amendment is reasonable to meet travelling
expenses. The Commonwealth Public Works
Committee travelled to the various States of
Australia and as far afield as Pont Moresby
aind Rabu]. Allowing for the increase in
the cost of livingv since that time, and the
increased cost of travel the additional £1,000
is reasonable.

Hon. A. Ef. PANTON: A few days ago
f mentioned "Mr. Thiras and others!' The
committee mnight want to consult. Mr.
Braine ahotat bulk handling, and he might
suggest that there was a better system inl
the Eastern States that shouild be investi-
gattd. There has been 'no answer as to
whether conimnittee members are to be paid
an annual sahary.

Hon. A. A. Al. Coverley: The Minister
said he did not know.

Hon, A. H. PANTON: If the committee
is to he worth while members of it will have
to be paid an annual stun. A chair-
man ait £100 per year and members at
£300 per year would account immediately -for
£1,600 of the f3,000. Members of the com-
mitte could not he expected to stay at other
than first-elfass hotels while travelling. I
was surprised at the member for Perth sug-
gesting such a low rate. If the Bill be-
comes law it may be put into operation dur-
ing the recess-

The Minister for Works: You would not
agree to the clause giving the Government
that power.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: The Leader of the
Opposition will not know whether he must
recommend as members of the committee
those who have private incomes and who can
therefore afford to pay a great part of
their own expenses. Let the committee be
properly' paid in order that it may do its
job properly. I hope the amendment will
not be agreed to.

lion. P. J. S. WISE: This clause deals
with the expenditure that may be incurred
lby the committee in the carrying out of its
functions. When considering some of the
works ea'isagcd for this State it will be
necessary for the committee to travel far
afield. -The Ord River lproject wvill involve
the spending of many millions of pounds,
and the only irrigation works under similar
rainfall conditions are to be found in
Nigeria. I can therefore visualise the com-
mit tee, headed by the member for Beverley,
embarking for Nigeria.

Hon. A. H. Paaton: On a miserable £C400
per year.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: In considering such
a project the committee will have to invest-
igate the agrarian problems and discover
what crops are suitable fur such conditions.
Then there arc such questions as the use of
coal in situ, the underground gasification
of coal -Luch as is now common in Russia.
That would mean a trip to Russia.

Thle Attorney General: Perhaps they
could start with a few years of a Uiversity
course.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: All sorts of pos-
sibilitie9 come2 to mind as t o whilt may hap-
pen when the committee undertakes its
work, hut if the Glovernment may or may
not refer work to it, it may not be eonsutlted
at all. That is the only way in which the
member for Beverley could be done out of
his trip to Nigeria.

Hon. A. RI. G. Hawke: He would prefer
to go to Russia.

Hon. F. 3. S. WISE: We must not over-
look the possibility of the, committee and its
retinue going abrnoad, with all the attendant
exypense. To accept the amendment would
stultify' the -committee. It would hardly get
an opportunity to visit the Lakes district
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in Taimania from which the hydraulic
undertikings of that State emanate. Bur-
renjuckf ought to be inspected as well as the
Cotter Dam that provides -water for Can-
berra. In considering electrical or iron
and st-ml project;, the committee would have
to travel far and wide.

The Premier: Keep the expenditure with-
in the £3,000.
1Her. F. J. S. WISE~: For hospitals and

tmajor public works developing from Gov-
ernment policy, the world would be the scope
for inquiry. Dr. Hislop has returned from
the United States of America with Orm
views about hospitalisation and public w45rks
there. I offered to lend the member for
Beverley a work on the Tennessee Valley
Authority, but thtat was developed at a place
where there were a million people in
residence at the inception. It is the visual
side of such work that will appeal to the
committee, and the committee should have
the oIpportunity to view such works. I
opp)ose the amendment.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The Commonwealth
body has nine members.

Hon. J1. B. Sleernan: What are they paid?

Mr. NEEDHAM: The chairman receives
£C2 a sitting and each member £1 l10s. in
addition to £1L per day travelling expenses.

Urn. A. H. Panton: How often does that
conmmittee Sit?

Mr. NEEDH AM: I have known it to sit
five dlays a week.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Heavens!

Mr. NEEDHAM: A sum of £2,000 is
sufficient to meet all expenses in the Coin-
inonwvealth sphere each year, even to inquire
into big works. The proposed State com-
mitt(e will number only five'and the amount
prorosed should bec satisfactory.

H~n. J. B. SLEEMAN: Will the Govern-
mnen; inform us how much it proposes to
pay each member of the committee? The
Bill should -he laid aside until we are in-
formed of the intentions of the Government.
WiU members be paid out-of-pocket en-
pens;es only or on the basis of the Common-
'yea th committee?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
reply to the member for Fremantle, a clause
has been passed giving the Government the
rigtt to determine the payment. The Leader

Of the Opposition has expressed concern
lest the committee travel far afield. There
is no intention of having the committee visit
Nigeria, Tpnnessec Valley or Russia. The
member for Leederville considered £3,000
would be insufficient. Yet the member for
Perth says the Commonwealth committee is
constantly at work and travels much, and,
I should imagine, with its nine members
must cost more than £3,000. When the com-
mittee has been functioning for one year,
if it functions at all, we shall know more
about it and, if necessary, will he able to
amend th& amount.

Mr. MANN: What is the implication in
the Minister's remark "if the committee
functions at allI"

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: He does not expect
the Bill to pass.

Mr. MANN: If the committee is going to
be(. of any usc. it must travel inside and out-
side the State. I wonder how mnuch sin-
cerity there is about the Bill on either side
of the lItouse. I am not chasing the chair-
man's job and have no idea whether I shall
evert be a member of the committee.

B~on. F. J. S. Wise: Everyone knows it.

Mr. MANN: The Bill has had a very bad
spin. It has been badly piresented by the
Minister. Hlad he adopted the provisions of
the South Australian Act, they would have
appealed to members. I ask the Minister to
explain or amplify his remark, "if the com-
mittee functions at all."

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is getting away from the amendment.

Mr. MANN: The Minister has made a
definite statement and I have a right to
reply to it.

.The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can
do that on the third reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
the hon. member understands what I meant.

The CHAIRM1AN: I hope the Minister
confines his remarks to the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
replying to remarks -mde-

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Minister
must, speak to the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In that
ease the hon. member who has just resumed
his seat was out of order.
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Hon. E. H. IL HALL: I am disappointed
at the Minister's announcement that the
Government has not decided whether it is
going to pay a fixed amount to the members
of this committee, or so much a sitting. I
am not prepared to agree to a lump sum
payment being made to them, hut rather
that they should be paid for the work they
do-that is, so much a sitting.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I asked the
Minister some questions, but he told me no-
thing when he replied. He said that because
a previous clause dealt with them he would
tell me nothing.

The Minister for Works: That is not fair.

Hon. J. B. SLEE'MAN: I want to know
whether a fixed wage is to be paid. The
chairman, under the South Australian Act,
gets £400 a year. Is the chairman here to
get that amount, and what are the other
members of the committee to get?

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Schedule:

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I point out
that as a consequential amendment the first
.schedule will now go out. It refers to a
clause that has been deleted.

Hon. F~. J. S. WISE: Subelause (2) of
Clause 18 p~rovides for a warrant to be in
the form of the second schedule.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! That is a con-
sequential amendment which the Clerks
have already noted.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I object to the
portion which states--

This is to require yeu forthwith to appre-
hend . . . . .and to detain him in custody and
bring him before the committee to give evd-
ence.

We would assume from that wording that
'we were dealing with a criminal, maniac or
a murderer. This power is far too wide to
give to the committee. I would not mind
if we provided for a fine of £10, or some-
thing like that. I move an amendment-

That the following words be struck out:-
"This is to require you forthwith to appre-
hend. ... ad to detain him in custody and
bring him before the committee to give evid-
ence,'' with a view to) inserting other words.

If this amendment is agrreed to we could
then provide for a fine of £10 or £15.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I ques-
tion whether this would ever be required.
We need somec fairly strong power to en-
sure the attendance of a witness who did
not want to give evidence. This is the
usual provision found in such dases as this.

Hon. A. R, G. Hawke:- This power might
be used unjustly against a man like Dun-
can Raie.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I oppose
the amendment.

lon. A. H. PAXTON: I support the
amendment. The committee will depend
to A large extent on the goodwill of the
witnesses who give the information. What
wofild the evidence of a man, skull-dragged
before it, be worth 2 There is no occasion
for any penalty or fine.

The MiUNISTER FOR WORKS: I am
more than ever of the opinion that I would
be ill-advised to aetept the amendment.

H1on. J. B. SLEEINLAN: A witness cannot
necessarily be made to talk simply because
he is forced to attend before the committee.
A smnall fine would he quite satisfactory.
A good way to hit a man is to hit him in
the pocket.

lion. F. J. S, IVISE: We should not have
the schedule at all. Under Clause 18 a man
summonedt to appear before the committee
can hr. fined up to £10. I am wondering what
value could he plaeed on the evidence of
such a man as that. Under this part of the
schedule Mr. Essington Lewis-the manag-
ing director of the Broken Hill Pty. Ltd.,
-could, if he refused to give evidence, he
apprehended by a policeman.

The Minister for Education: Would you
deprive a lVoynl Commi ssioner of this power,
because lie has it? It is in the Royal Com-
missioner's Powers Act.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I would rather
see included in this measure the authority
given to a Royal Cbmnimissioner than the
specific -words which still remain in, Clause
18. How many tinmes, in the Course ol in-
quiries by Royal Commissioners, is it neces-
sary to compel the attendance of witnesses?

The Minister for Education: How many
times will it be necessary for this comm it-
tee to d o so?

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: This committee
will be dealing with people who will, be-
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cause of their vast knowledge, be able to
assist 'he Government.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I draw the atten-
tion cof the Committee to the fact that we
are dealing with respectable members of
society and not a lot of criminals that they
should be apprehended and detained. The
Bill already contains a clause under which
the chairman is given the right to do vari-
ous things, including imposing a fine and in
default of payment to order distraint upon
the, irdividual's chattels. That should be
quite enough. I hope the amendment will
be agreed to.

Mir. MANN: If the Bill is to be passed,
this provision in the iehedule, is essential.
0f all the hypocrisy I have ever heard,
there has been none greater than that in-
dulgesl in by members of the Opposition on
this Bill. The whole idea is to adopt stone-
walling tactics. That has been their atti-
tude right through. They have no intention
of supporting the Bill, and they are using-
every means possible to secure its defeat.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mfr. ANN: There has been nothing but
hypo4erisy in the attitude of Opposition
members from start to finish. They have
their tongues in their eheeks- The chair-
man, if this Bill is passed, will have the
powers of a Royal Commissioner. rnless ha
is in a position to exercise those powers,
what will be the good of it?

H-Ion. A. H. Panton: The Minister said
them would not be any necessity.

M--. MANN: We heard speeches by Op-
position members saying- that they wvould
help the Government to get its business
through. Yet they have done nothing hut
stona-wall this measure and adopt delaying
tactices.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You helped in that.

Mr. MANNX: I did not. What is the idea
of t ic Opposition? Here in the dying hours
of Parliament they are adopting this atti-
tude although the Government was pro-
inisod that they would get support in pass-
ing the legislation in this, its first session.
How has that promise been carried out?
Opposition members have been doing noth-
ing but stonewall.

Hon. F. 3. S. Wise: You had better not
adopt that line or we will tell you some-
thing about introducing Bills.

The CHAIRMLAN; Order!

Hon.- F. J. S. Wise: Don'It you tempt us!1

Mir. MANN; I hope the Minister will not
reply, but will treat the Opposition with the
con tempt it deserves on this particular
clause,

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: It is a pity about
you.

The Premier: I did not invite this.

Hon F. J. S. Wise: You must have pro-
misedl the member for Beverley something
during the tea suspension.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I hope, Mr.
Chairman, you have noticed that I have
not asked the member for Beverley for a
withdrawal of his remarks, because I would
not ask it of him, He generally does not
know what he is talking about, and it is the
same tonight. I trust the amendment will
be agreed to and then that will make the
schedule less contentious, We will later on
find out whether the member for Beverley
will assist us in putting in the word "shall"
instead of the word "may" in Clause 21.
We will see where he stands there, or
whether he is looking for some job ahead. If
he aLssists to have the word "shall" inserted
in the Bill, I shall be satisfied; if he does
not, I shall know he is looking out for a
job that is hanging to this Bill.

11on. F. J. S. WISE: I do not need any
letutre from the member for Beverley on
the question of hypocrisy, because it would
not come well from that hon. member. He
possibly would be a good judge of what con-
stitutes hypocrisy. If the member for
Beverley wants. to he told, and his Govern-
inent is to be told, just how we have at-
tempted to assist Ministers, I am prepared
to state the facts, even from an analysis of
the manner in which Bills have been intro-
ducsed, from the standpoint of their pas-
sage through Committee and so forth. I will
taL the Committee all the details, aind show
just bowy decent we have been to the
Government.

The CHAIRMAN: I think the Leader of
the Opposition will find some difficulty in
connecting his remarks with the amendment.
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Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I find it necessary,
Mr. Chairman, to say that much so as to
get it on the same page of "Hansard" as the
remarks of the member for Beverley. His
attitude with regard to the schedule is very
different from that which he adopted with
regard to what may have been a slip of the
tongue by the Minister when he said that
the Bill, if it became law, might or might
not do something.

The Minister for Works: I said it de-
pended upon circumstances.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: We know that the
member for Beverley wobbles from one side
to the other, but he will later have an op-
portunity to show where his consistency is
in respect of two divisions already recorded.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: They must have had
a meeting at tea-time and told the member
for Beverley what he had to do.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I support the
amendment. If it should be necessary to
secure the presence of a witness, I hope it
will be done decently and that we will not
require the individual to be apprehended
and detained in custody.

Amendment put and a division taken with
thle following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority against

Mr. Coverisy
Mr. Box
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hawks
Mr. Hoar
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Marshall
Itr. -May
Mr, Murray
Mr. Panton

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Ackland
Mr, Enoell
Mrs. Oardell-Oliver
Mr. Doney
Mr. Graydon
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hill
Mr, Leslie
Mr. Mann
Mr. McDonald

Aries.
Mr,1
Mir,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
I Tr.
Mr,
IIr,
Mr.
Mr.

Novo.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M r.
Mr,
Mr.
TVr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Amendment thus negative

Schedule put and passed.

Title--agreed to.

Bill reported with amendr

.. 20

As to Recommittal.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
move--

That the Bill be reconunitted for the further
consideration of Clause 21.

Point of Order.

Mr. Marshall: On a point of order! The
Standing Orders provide that on the mno-
tion for the adoption of thle report of the
Committee, the Bill may he recommitted.
This Chamber is not in possession of -the re-
port of the Committee yet. No question has
been put from the Chair for the adop-
tion of the Conmmittee's report. Something
similar happened an evening or two ago.
Until we know what motion has been put
before the Chair with regard to the report of
the Committee, we do 'not know what re-
port has actually been made.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Quite right!

Mr. Marshall: The Chairman of Commnit-
tees may have had a confidential chat with
Mr, Speaker; we would not hear what he
was saying. The Standing Orders have been
suspended hut nevertheless you, Mr.
Speaker, niust'put the qutestion that thle re-
port be adopted. Then it would lie for the
Mlinister to move that the Bill be recom-
mitted.

21 Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Hear, hear!

Mr. Marshall: Standing Order 299 pro-
1 vides two methods by which a Bill may be

- recommitted. One is onl the motion for the

Read adoption of the Committee's report and the
Reynolds other is when the Order of the Day for the
SheArn third reading isread.
Siseenan
Smyi Mr. SI)eaker: The hon. member couild
Tonkin11 move for the adoption of the report and
Triat
Wise then there could he a motion for the r(*com-

Tdoell . inittal. I am prepared to proceed as the
(Teler.) Standing Orders are suspended to enable

MeLarty Bills to be put right through. -

Ijalder
Needham The Minister for Works: If I get an
Nimmni assurance that should I move that the rep~ort
$award he adopted, I can then proceed to move for
Thorn the recommittal I shall be satisfied.Watts
Yates Mr. Marshall: Of course, you can do so.
Brand

(Teller.) The Minister for Works: I would like to

d get that from Air. Speaker.
Mr. Speaker% The position is that if the

Minister withdraws his motion to adopt the
report, some other member must move to

nents. recommit the Bill.
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Debate Resumed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I ask
leave to withdraw may motion.

Leave granted.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
rnovq-

That the report be adopted.

The Minister for Education: At what
stage do we move for reconimittal?

Itos. A. H. PANTON: There is a motion
beforz the Chair, which is that the report
he adopted. You, Sir, have not put that
moticn. You got half way, but were inter-
rupted by the Mfinister for Education..

The M1inister for Education: I wanted to
be qiito clear.

Qi estion put and passed.

As to Recommittal.

THLE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
V. Donefr-Williams-Narrogin) [7.47]
Imove-

That the Bi be recommitted for the further
cons: deration of Clause 21.

HON. J. E. SLEEMANf (Fremantle)
[7.481: 1 hope the House will not agree to
recommit the Bill. 'We have already spent
mary hours discussing Clause 21. In its
pres;ent form it is far from satisfaxtory, but
if the Bill is recommitted and the clause
again altered it will he worthless. That is
all I can say about it. I am not prepared
to agree to the recommittal of the measure
for .the reason that it has been amended in
various directions and really is not worth
recommittal. It has been amended several
times and some of the amendments have
been supported by Government members.
fleas the Government think that its sup-
porters wvill now turn a somersault and
votea against what they voted for previouslyI
In my opinion, it would be a waste of the
lirre of the House for thle Government to
attempt to get its supporters to make
political corkscrews of themselves.

Mfr. Mann: You are wasting the time of
the House.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The member for
Beverley is one of the members who -voted
agpainst the Government. One never knows
what the member for Beverley is likely to

do. I hope he will not be given a chance
to dio anything more to the Bill, notwith-
standingo that be thinks there might be a
job for him at the end of it.

HON. F. J. S. WISE (Gascoyne) [7.50]:
It would save the time of the House if
members would appreciate the purpose of
the recommittal of the.-Bill, It is to make
it permissive, not mandatory, for the Gov-
etnilnent to refer certain public w~orks to
the proposed committee. It is bcing re-
committed for no other reason except to
increase "fifty" to "seven ty-five" and to
substitute the word "shall" for the word
"1may."1 If memibers would but be quite
sure of what they are doing, I am eertain
that a majority would not vote for the
recommittal and therefore the Bill would
he r-eported as it now stands.

HON. A. R.. G. HAWKE (Northam)
[7.51l] :1 think the House has spent enough
tima in dealing with this clause.

The Minister for Education: I was think-
ing that, too.

lion. A. R. G. HAWKE: We have had!
several shots at it. It has been debated
inside out. Mrembers have expressed their
opinions very firmly and the vote taken was
decisive. It was in favour of the substitu-
tion of the word "shall" in this clause for
the word "may." The word "may"' was in
the Bill as introduced. The Minister now
praposes to take up further honurs of time
by recommitting' the Bill to have Clause
21 further debated and further voted upon
with the object of trying to get the ilouso
to reverse its previous (Iecision.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: And for no other
reason.

Hon. A. R. G. RAWRE: And with the
futirther object of trying to have the word
"-hall" deleted from the clause and the
original word "may" re-inserted. Had the
Committee decided this point hastily there
might be justification for the House agree-
ing to recommit the Bill. The Committee,
however, did not decide the matter hastily.
I-, was debated at considerable length and
s')lid arguments were given for and against.
By a fairly substantial .majority it was
agreed that the word "shall" should he sub-
stituted for the word "may." The Minister

2857



2858 (ASSEMBLY.]

now wants the whole clause debated again
at full length and another division taken in
order to get members to reverse their pre-
vious decision.

The Minister for Education: He did not
ask for a. division.

The Minister for Works: I want it de-
cided on the voices.

Honl. A. R. G. HAWKE: The Minister
has very little justification for his present
motion to recommit the Bill. The only rea-
sob for inserting "shall" instead of "may"
was that this proposed committee should
operate on a proper basis--that it sh' ould
have all major works, and questions
associated with major works, referred to it.
If the Minister succeeds with his motion and
subsequently succeeds in an attempt to have
the word "Ishall" struck out and the word
'Inay" iserted in lieu, then this proposed
committee will he a committee in name only.
It will be marel ,v a convenience for the
Government, which will refer to the eoin-
mittee just what it thinks should be re-
ferred.

The Minister for Works: No. That is
0110 of the functions of this House. You
know that.

lon. A. R. G'. HAWKE: It will not have
wonrks referred to it which the Government
thinks should not be referred to it.

The 'Minister for Works: That is not so.

Hon. A. It. 0. HAWKE: The House
would be unwise to retrace the steps it has
already taken in connection with this clause.
I hope the House will vote against the
motion and thus place the Government in
the position of having to send the Bill, as it
now stands, to the Legislative Council.

MR. NEEDHAM (Perth) [7.54]: I under-
stand that the Minister is seeking for the
recommnittal of this Bill with the object of
moving to insert "svnyfv? in lieu of
"fifty" and also to insert the word "may"
in lieu of the word "shall." That is wrong.
I intend to vote against the motion. Some
.surprise was expressed a little while ago
when I voted with the Government in
favour of Clause 21, as amended, but that
wvas consistent with my attitude to the Bill
throughout. I wanted the reference to the
proposed committee to be mandatory, not

permissive. The Minister will be well ad-
vised to leave well alone and abide by the
result of the last decision of the Commit-
tee. If he desires to insert "seventy-five"
instead of "fifty," he could arrange for that
to be done in another place. The real ob-
ject of the recommittal is to endeavour to
upset a decision already arrived at, namely,
that the word "shall" is to remain in Clause
21. The word "may" was deleted on my
motion and the word "shall" inserted in its
place.

I shall vote for retention of the word
"shal~l," because otherwise the proposed
committee would he an illusion; it would
be simply a Government committee and not
a Parliamentary committee. I want Parlia-
ment to have the authority to refer works to
the committee. I shall not detain the House
at great length. I have spoken frequently on
the Bill and voted on it, but I earnestly
desire that this proposed commnittee shall.
be appointed by Parliament. So far, every
vote east by me has been in that direction,
but now the Government. is desirous of
altering a decision already reached and to
bring into being a committee that will sim-
ply be a Government committee and of itt

use at all to Parliament or the State. For
that reason, without delaying the House
further and without speaking again on the
Bill, I shall vote against the motion for
recommittal. If that is carried, I shall vote
against the motion to re-insert the word
"'may." If that is agreed to, I shall vote
against the third reading. The committee
should not act at the behest of the Govern-
menit, hut under instructions from Parlia-
ment.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
V. floney-Williams-Narrogin-in reply)
[7.58]: Those who have spoken against the
motion arc not entitled to succeed at all, for
the reason that they have not spoken to the
motion itself. They have spoken to the
subject-matter of the two amendments
which I wish to submit on recommittal and
have debated them. That line of action is
quite improper. I am able to show, per
contra, that what I intend to do, and am
doing, is strictly in accordance with what is
permitted under the Standing Orders. There
is no other way allowed. It so happens,
of course, that what I aim at doing is alto-
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gether unpopular with members opposite.
1 realise that. The one and only way of
my having a rehearing is by means of re-
eammitlal of the Bill. It may be said that
I am attempting to upset a former decision
of the House, I am, but that is because I
amn allowed to do it, which makes it a
proper line for me to take. So I come back
to this-and this is my final point in regard
to the motion-that members opposite are
not entitlied to succeed, I hope the vote
now kv be taken wviii show that this proce-
dure is correct.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Arcs . .. . . 19
XtI os . .. . .. 23

Nraiorit ' against.. .

Mr. iLbbott
Mr. ikckland
Mr. 31orel?
Mrs. Cardell.Oliver
Mr. JDeeey
Afir. (irayden
Mr, JHall
Mr. Hill
Mr. Leslie
Mr. Mann

Aras.

Mr.
31r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr. lloverley
XX. :Poz
Mr. 11rahamt
Mr. Elawke
Mr. Hoar
3Mr. Kelly
31ir. 51arshall
Mr. May
Mr. Murray
Mr. Nalder
MrT. Need ham
Mr. Nelsen

McDonr
McLart
Nimmo
Perkins
Seward
Thorn
WVatts

Yates
Brand

Mr. Penlon
Mr. Red
Mr. Reoynold
Mr. Shearn
Mr. Sleernia
Mr. Sm1ith
MrT. Styants
Mr. Tonkin
.%r. Triat
,%Ir. 'WVie
Mr. flodurer

Qurstion thus negatived.

Rep ort adopted.

BILL-GOVERNMENT BAIL
ACT AMENDMENT (No.

Second Reading.

TBHE MIXSTER FOR RA
(Hon. 11. S. Seward-Pingelly)

movin~g the second reading said:
the need for introducing this Bi
very late hour. The reason is Ili
not possible to bring the Bill d'
the Late of the other Government
Act Amnendmnent Bill had been dec
Bill is a small one, occasioned by
to whether the Railway Depart
the pow~er to run road vehicles fo

veycance of passengers and goods. The need
for this power is very pressing, because
during- recent t ars it has l een found
necessary -to utilise road vehicles to meet,
the demand of people in the country dis-
tricts. Passengers require something more
approaching up-to-date transport facilities
than can be provided by the old mixed
trains. Those trains used to take days tD
bring people to the metropolitan area and
take theta back again to their homes. In
fact, people living only 150 miles from
Perth took four days to reach Perth and
go homne again, and were able to spend but
.a few hours in Perth. Much the same ap-
plied to people travelling on the branch
lines in country districts.

- The position has become intolerable and
4 it is necessary for us to provide better

- facilities for those people to travel. A
good ex anple of the need for and the

aid utility of these road services is the IKojo-
y nup road bus service, The distance by rail

to Kojonup is 2538 nibes via Katanning and
230 miles via Donnybrook. Via Katanning,
the journey occupied 13 hours while via

(Teler.) Donnybrook it took, 18 hours. The distance
(Teler.) by road bits is 160 miles and the journey

occupies less than six hours. Proof of the
valtic of the service is that during the year

La ended June, 1947, the Kojonup service con-
veyed 9,070 passengers for a gross earning
of £F,094. Working expenses totalled £3,362.
Interest and depreciation amounted to £390,

isleaving a net return of £4,333. Instituted
(Teller.) in 19141, with two trips a week, the service

proved so popular and profitable that very
quickly% three trips, a week were run and
are .beingp run today-that is to say, three
tripp uip and three down. An additional ser,-
vice viai Quindanining is also in use, while

WAYS me recently ominibus services have been
2). installed to run from Brunswick Junction

to Collie to connet; with the Australind
whichi does, the journey from Perth in 31/
hours. Later oin, when the buses are re.

ILWAYS eived, services will be inaugurated to
[8.5] in serve the lower South-West, including
11 regret F'linders Bay, Nanniip, Northcliffe and

11 at this Boyup Brook.
at it was
own until Whecther this will be permanent I am not
Railways going to say, hut the buses are absolutely -

~ided- The essential when engrine power is so short.
idoubt as By our putting on buses, people will get a
inent has reasonable service and the traffic will be re-
r the eon- tairied for the railways. I think a good
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number of people were present recently at
a lecture given in this Chamber by Mr.
du Plessis during which he pointed out the
value of road feeder services in South
Africa. He has given me the text of his
address, which I will place in the library
where it will be available to anybody wish-
ing to read it. Shortly after he arrived
here, he gave me--a typewritten copy of the
latest report on road and rail transport. It
is a review of the position in the whole
world, and he has consented to give me
that report before he leaves. I will place
it on the library table for anyone to read.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Do you think that
these new buses will be ultimately service-
able for road traffic?9

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That will have to be taken up. 1. might
mention that some of the buses on the road
have been put there as an emergency mea-
sure. The Leader of the Opposition will
know that three buses were specially pur-
chased for that purpose. Unfortunately,
the report of the Select -Committee which
inquired into the miatter indicates there is
at doubt wvhether they are safe, and the
Government is not going to -rit thema
until that doubt is removed.

lion. F. J. S. Wise: They will utimanteIy
be all right?

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWVAYS: I
would not like to express an opinion. Ex-
perks are doubtful about hydraulic steer-
ing, and since they can carry 40 or 50
passengers it would he too nchb to risk to
authorise the use of the buses until we are
certain they are safe. They are being
-examined by a leading expert in the East-
ern States to determine whether the
hydraulic steering is safe. If it is, they
will be put on and that will give a better
service than the ones operating in some
places in the country. They have been put
-in mostly as a temtporary expedient to give
people the hetter service to which they are
s;o richly entitled. I think that members
will appreciate the pos ition of the railways.
The Crown Law Department assures me
there is some doubt whether the depart-
ment has power to run buses, TE some-
body took action against the department,
they w~ould have to he removed. That is
why I sin asking members to support this
measure. The Bill confers power on the

Commissioner, with the consent of the
Minister, to-

(a) construct, purchase or otherwise acquire
and maintain any motor or other vehicles; and

(b) subject to the provisious of the State
Transport Co-ordination Act, 1933-1946, and of
the Traffic Act, 1919-1947, use them for the
purpose of conveying passengers and goods on
any public highway and on land referred to in
paragraph (1) of the definition ''Railway'' or
''Government railway" in section two of this
Act.

I think it is essential that the Commis-
sioner should have to conform to the re-
quirements of these Acts, particularly the
Traffic Act. With regard to the "Landliner"
bus, there was a great argument whether
the load wvas not more than was permitted
under the Traffic Act. I do not think it
would be right for an Act to he on the
statute-book compelling priv~te vehicles to
conformn to certain regulations if the Com-
missioner were allowed to be free of those
restrictions. The Commissioner is to he
brought under the provisions of the State
Transport Co-ordiniation Act, and I think
that is essential, too. There are certain
road transport services that have been
operated by private owners, and I do not
think it would be fair to permit the Corn-
inisioner of Railways to get hold of a bus
and put it on the road and run these other
people off. So the hoard will have the
right to say whether a service which the
Comnmissioner intends to inaugurate is
essential to the needs of the district. I
do not wish to delay the House further
and will move-

That the Bill ho now read a 'second time.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [8.15]:
There can be no serious objection to the
proposals contained in this measure. When
the railway Act came into force many
years ago modern road transport -was tin-
known and therefore there was no provision
made in that legislation for the Commis-
sioner to use road transport as an adjunct
of the railway system. The Bill now be.-
fore us proposes to give him that power.
If the department is'to compete successfully
with private transport owners, a measure
such as this is necessary. I am sorry the
Minister did not take heed of what was dis-
closed to him in this Chamber recently.
Provision is here made for the Commission-
er of Railways to acquire, maintain and
run road transport, hut the Minister should

2860



[16 DEEBER, 1947.] 26

have included air transport. I do not sug-
gest that the Commissioner should launch
into air transport at present, hut the time
may C-anic when it is advisable for him to
do so and the necessary provision should
have been included in the Bill. The Corn-
missirner is at present running services that
are not legally within his province, but this
Bill will remedy that 'positioni. I support
the ameond reading.

HON. J. B. SLEEMAN (Freiantle)
[8.171: The Bill has 99W/ 2 per cent, of my
support, but I am surprised that the
member for Murchison gave it his complete
blessing. He 'cannot have read the Bill, or
bie woulnd have made some reservation. When
will we get Ministers who will bring down
Bills couched in plain Eng-lish? What is
U4mutatis mutandis" I I am surprised that
the member for Murchison, who used to go
through -Bills and ensure that such phrase-
ologay was not used, has not done so on this
occa:ion. I hope that, when the Bill reaches
the Committee stage, someone will move an
amendment to strike out those words, as
they are superfluous.

MR. KAY (Collie) [8.18]: 1 have no de-
sire to criticise the institution of bus ser-
viee5 but, as one directly interested in the
provision of a particular service I wish to
brirg to the notice of the Mtinister certain
shortcomings of the bus service between
Brunswick .Jul~etion and Collie. Last Sat-
urday I left Perth at 8.55 a.m. and reached
Collie at 12.35 p.m., after a journey of
three hours and 40 minutes. I have never be-
for., travelled so quickly on any railway in
this State. When we reached Brunswvick June-
tioii we found the bus was loaded arid, as
there was no con dueter, it took the driver
20 minutes to issue the tickets. He had to
wr'te out a ticket for every passenger, and
,we could have been half way to Collie while
he was doing it. That is an example 'of anl
up-to-date bus service spoilt by an obsolete
method of issuing tickets.

A ticket bought in Perth should carry the
passenger right through to his destination,
whether by train all the way, or by train
and bus. Some, who did not know about
the bus service, took tickets to Collie, and
at Brunswick Junction they had to buy
fuirther tickets at at cost of 4s, Gd. Suich

matters should he advertised in order that
people might know about them. Even if
tickets cannot be issued to carry the pass-
enger right through to his destination;' some
simpler method of issuing tickets should be
adopted. 1 wish, however, to congratulate
the M:vinister on having introduced this bus
service, which is of great convenience to the
travelling public, it is fully appreciated
by the people of Collie.

THE MINISTER IFOB. RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. S. Seward-Pingelly-in reply)
[8.21]: 1 will take uip with the Railway
Commissioner tomorrow morning the mat-
ter mentioned by thle member for Collie. A
ticket bought in Perth should entitle a pa-
songer to at seat right through to Collie.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Mlinister
for Railways in charge of tile Bill,

Clauses 1 to 3-agreed to.

Clause 4-Section added:

Mr. MARSHALL. Paragraph (b) of
Subsection (1) of proposed new Section
21A will subject the Minister for Railways
and his employees to the provisions of the
Transport Co-ordination Act and the Traffic
Act. ]Under which of those measures are
the employees to come? As the matter
stanids, employees of the Commissioner who
nrc engaged in driving buses will come
under the penalties prescribed in the Traffic
Act, and the Commissioner will have power
under his own regulations to punish them
further. Will the Minister ensure that that
is not d'ime? Both sets of penalties should
not be npplicable to thle men concerned.

Mr. MVAY: I move anl amendment-
Tbat in line 5 af subsection (2) at Proposed

neIv Section 21A tile words ''nutatis wuitan-
di s'I' be struck out.

Those words should be struck out and their
equivalent, in English, inserted in lieu.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: T
hope the Committee will not agree to the
amdndment, as this is a well known and
widely used Latin phrase, which means, in
tais case, that the provisions and matters
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mentioned shall apply, after meeting the
need for changes.

Hop. J. B. SIJEEM1AN: I hope the Com-
mittee will agree to the amendment. I
venture to 'say that the vast majority of
our people do not know the meaning of
these words.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Title-agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Beading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILL~r-COMMONWEALTH POWERS
ACT, 1945, AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Srcnd Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(lion. L. Thorn-Toodyny) [8.31] in niov-
ing the second reading said: This is merely
an amending Bill that has already been
passecl by the Legislative Council. Two
similar measures have 'been presented this
session to make provisioin to -remove certain
powers from Commonwealth control andi this
onp is complementary to the Milk Act
Amendment Bill (No. 3) passed earlier in
this sitting. The object of the Bill is to
terminate the power ot the Commonwealth
to fix the price charged for milk. This is
necessary in order to vest in the Milk Board
power regarding prices. I move-

That the Bill be now read a. second time.

Question put.

Mr. 'SPEAKER: An absolute majority
is required to pass the Bill. As there is
an absolute majority present and no dis-
sentient voice, I declare the question duly
passed.

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon, 'L. Thorn-Toodysy) [8.33]: :
move-

That the Bill be new read a third time.

Mr. SPEAKER: An absolute majority is
required to pass the Bill. As there is an
absolute majority present and no dissentient
voice, I declare the question duly passed.

Question thus passed.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BflJL-OOMWO9WEALTH POWERS
ACT, 1945-194 7, AMENDMENT

(CONTINUANCE),
Second Reading.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (l1on. R.
R, McDonald-West Perth) 18-351 in mov-
ing the sec-ond reading said;Fi'om the begin-
nilig of the recent war the Commonwealth
assumed control of prices under its defence
poweri aind by means of NYational Security
Regulations. This year the Commonwealth
continued the control of prices and still
under the defence v)ower but by virtue of'
a substituted Act called the Defence (Tran-
sitional Provisions) Act. In 1945 we passed
at measure called the Commonwealth Powers
Act, 1945, which referred the power to
legislate for and to regulate prices to the
Commionwfealth for two years expiring on
the 31st December, 1947. The Bill, as in-
troduced by the then Premier, the member
for Gaiscoyne, proposed a duration of three
years, bit that period was reduced to two
years by the Legislative Council. The result
is flhat the Act expires at the end of this
month unless renewed by this Parliament.
This Bill proposes to extend the Act for a
further 12 months expiring on the 31st
December, 19481

The Commonwealth Parliament has ex-
tended the Defence (Transitional Prov-
isions) Act for a *further year to expire at'
the end of 1948. Under that Act, the Comn-
mionwealth will continue to regulate prices
throughout next year unless it should be
held that the defence Power no longer ap-
plies. When our Act of 1945 was passed,
the object was to ensure that, even if the
Commonwealth defence powers failed, the
Commonwealth, for the period of our legis-
lation here, would be enabled to continue
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its prives regulation in relation to this State
at all events. It is considered that the recon-
structhon period has not yet been completed.
There is still a gap between supply and
demand,. and while that continues as at
present, some regulation of prices is neces-
sary.

By -passing this measure we can be reason-
ably Esure that the Commonwealth can con-
tinue a uniforma policy regarding prices
and practice during the year 1945, and we
shall thereby avoid the uncertainty that
would be involved by speculation as to
whether or not the defence power continued
duriig; nest year to support the power of
the Commonwealth. We have on the statute-
book two other laws that may be invoked
to a certain extent in aid of price contrul,
namely, the Profiteering Prevention Act,
1939, and the Eonomie Stability Act, which
was -enewed by this Parliament to operate
durirg thq year 1948. The policy of the
Government was justified in submitting the
measure of 1945 and we are warranted in
continuing-dhat legislation for another year
to act as complementary legislation to the
Federal enactment on the same subject. I
moyt-

That the Bil) be now read a second time.

HoN. r. j. s. wiSn (Gascoyne) [8.43]:
I support the Bill.

Question put.

11lr. SPEAKER: An absolute majority is
required to pass the Bill. As there is ain
absolute majority present and no dissentient
voice,' I declare the question duly passed.

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

In. Commitgee.*

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Attorney
Ge'ieral in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2-agreed to.

Clause 3-Amendment of Section 6:

Mr. GRAHAMI: floes the Attorney Gen-
eril consider that the Commonwealth can
bel,tcr handle the position than the StateS

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There are
reasons why a continuation of the present
pclicy is desirable for a further 12 months.
In the intervening period there will be an

opportunity for the Commonwealth and
States to discuss the position as to future
controls.

Clause put and passed.

Title-agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the

report adopted.

Third Reading.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R.
R. McDonald-West Perth) [8.49]: 1
xnovi3-

That the Bill be now icadl a third time.

Mr. SPEAKER: There being a constitu-
tional majority required for this Bill to
pass the third reading I shall count the
House. There being an absolute majority
present, I declare the third reading passed.

Bill read a third time and passed.

EILLr-MANDURAB CHURCH BURIAL
GROUNDJ.

Second Reading.

MR. BOVELL (Sussex) [8.48] in mov-
ing the second reading said: This measure
has received the hlessing of another place,
and for the information of the Hous9e I
-would like to say that the cemetery men-
tione~d was the first one at Mandurab. It
was given by the late Mr. and Mrs. Henry
Hail of Mandurah, in 1869, to the then
B3ishop of Perth as a church site. it was
usz'd as a burial ground, although it waq
never gazetted as a cemietery. Approxi-
inately 35 to 40 people have been buried
in it.

Mfr. Marshall: Was a church ever erected
0on the site?

'Mr. JSOVELL: Yes. The town of Man-
durab has grown considerably and within a
chain of this, area we now find a post office
The local residents consider that the ceme-
tery should be closed, but the Bill does pro-
vide that the Minister may issue1 under
soDecial circumstances, a permit for a burial
thiere. A new cemetery was gazetted in 1939,
and it is approximately a mile from the old
cne. It, is of an area of 20 acres and
was planned by the Town Planning Corn-
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mission and agureed to. It is considered that
all burials should take place there. There
are a number of dwellings now surrounding
the cemetery proposed to be closed, and the
residents consider that only in special cir-
ciunstanees-where some of the older fam-
ilies are involved--should the Mtinister be
approached. I move-

That tile Bill be now read a second timne.

THE MINISTER FORL EDUCATION
(Hon. A. F. Watts-Ratanning) [8.50]: 1
support the second reading. The circum-
stances surrounding this ground are as have
been detailed by the member for Sussex. It
is most unlikely that any suggestions will be
made for further burials there. It is re-
motely possible, however, that two or three
persons, for sentimental reasons, may desire
barials to take place in this area. It is
for that reason that the proviso to the clause
prohibiting burials has been inserted. I
feel the situation of the proviso in the Bill
could he improved upon. In my opinion it
would have bten far better to have included
it at the end of Clause 3 rather than to
have put it in its present place. However,
I think it is immaterial and will be clearly
understood by the parties. concerned. I
therefore propose to support the second
reading.

M. READ (Victoria Park) [8.52]: I
support the Bill. 1 know Maiiduraih veiy
well and it so happens that this burial
ground, on which the Churchl of England
stands, is in the centre of what is now the
towu~site. On the opposite corner is the
post office, and there is a shop within a
chain of tin' site, and houses all around. In
the interests of the development of the place
I am sure this measure will he acceptable
to all members. f have a block of my own
opposite to the land in question, so I know
the position quite well. It is detrimental to
the business interests of the town for the
site to remain.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; Mr. Bovell in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1 and 2-ared to.

Clause 3-Penalty:

Mir. GRAHAM: It would appear that the
proviso to Clause 2 conflicts with subelause
(1] of this clause. I move an amendment-

That in line one before the figure (1) the
words '*Subject to the proviso in Section 2'' be
inserted.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
think this would have been all right withqut
thie amendment, hot it will clear the matter
up.

Mr. IjODOREDA: The amendment will
apply to the whole of Clause 3.

The Minister for Education: Yes.

-Ar. RODOREDA. Subelause (2) is only
explanatory.

Mr. Bovell: I consider the amendment
is quite unnecessary.

Mr. ROD013EDA: If we pass the clause,
so that it is not subject to sonic concession,
obviously the clause will not include the
proviso. f

Hon. A. RI. G. HAWKE: I would like one,
of the legal members of the Government to
advise whether the wording of the lproviso is
sufficient. I do not know what meaning
would attach to the word "Permit" under
this legislation.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: In
my opinion, the wording is sufficient. The
meaning attached to the phrase "issue a
permit" would mean what everyone under-
stands it to mean in these days -that per-
mission has been given.

Mr. LESLIE: In attempting to make the
position clearer, the member for East Perth
mar be rather complicating it. As he pro-
poses his amendment, it will niean that a
person who assisted at a burial would be re-
quired to get a perniit fur that purpose. I
do not think that is the intention. I think
the clause is clear as it stands.

MJr. GRAHA-M: I may have inadvertently
moved the amendment so as to confuse the
issue, and the contention of the member for'
Roubourne that Subehause (2) is merely ex-
planatory is correct. Provided the permit
is granted by the Minister for file burial, we
should not lie concerned about who carries
out the work. With the permission of the
Committee, I would ask leave to withdraw
the amendment and move it so that it would
apply to Subelause (1) only.

a
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The MIINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
'There are two points I would mention. The
first is that made by the member for Mt.
Marshall. The more I look at the matter,
the more fearful I ea that if the amend-
iient is not put somewhere in Clause 3 as
moved by the member for East Perth, some-
one might find himself in trouble who should
not be put in that position. Up to a point
Clause 2 says that it shall not be lawful for
any' ono! to be buried in the ground at all,
but thmn the proviso sets out that in special
eircumstances the Mfinister may give permis-
sion far a burial to take place there. In
view (f Suhelause (1) it would appear that
it wrill be lawful to bury someone, but not
lawful to assist in the burial and the member
for East Perth wants it to be lawful to do
both.

Mr. Hoar: We are trying to get this thing
buriet. as soon as possible.

Air, STYANTS: I do not think the inter-
pretation so far given of the clause is cor-
rect r~nd the effect will be to make people
liable to a fine wvho should .not be in that
position at all. As I read-it, if the permits
are issued by the Minister, the individual
who assists at the burial will be liable to a
fine.

Mr. FOX; It may be that the last of the
family line has died and it may be desired
to bury him with the rest of the family. In
the circumstances the Minister will be justi-
fled in issuing a permit to enable the burial
to take place in a cemetery that has been
close(]. I think that all itbis necessary to do
is to add after the reference' to the fine of
£50 thec words "unless permission has been
obtained from the Minister as set out in the
proviso to Clause 2."

31ri' Graham: That is what we want to
achieve.

Amendment put and negatived.
Mr. LESLIE: It is necessary to clean up

the piosition- I move an amendment-
That in line 31 of Stabelauise (1) after the

word I"Iaforesaid ' the words "where no permnit
has mcen issued by the 'Minister for this par-
pose'' be inserted.

Mir. RODOREDA: I would like a ruling,
Mr. Chairman, a& to whether the amendment
is iii order seeing that the Committee has
just refused to accept a similar one.

The Premier: But this is to be inserted'
in sdifferent place and has a different
meanling.

Mr. Graham: But it has exactly the same
effect.

The CHAIRMAN: The wording is
slightly different and I will accept the
amendment.

Mr. ROD OREDA: But the meaning is
the saine. Whether the amendment is put
here or there, does not affect the position.

The CHAIR"MAN: I rule that the amend-
mnent is in order. It has a different mean-
ing and is to be inserted in a different posi-
tion.

311. BOVELL: I cannot support the
amendment. If it is defeated and someone
cares to insert the word "illegally,"' I would
accept that.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. RODOREDA: Will the member for
Sussex who is in charge of the Bill say what
interpretation would be -placed on "any
dead bodYv?"

Mr. BOVELL: I shonld- not try to en-
lighten the member for Roebourne.

Hon. E. Nulsen: It might be a cat or a
dog!I

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Or a goanna.

Mr. BOVELL: I assume that the meaning
attaching to the words would have reference
to a human body, such as would be interred
in a place that comes under the operations
of the Cemeteries Act.

.%r. RODOREDA: The member for Sus-
sex should be careful about a matter such
as :his because any person found in the
dead of night with a shovel and a dead cat
in at bag or some stinking fish might be
liable to a penalty under the Act, if a broad
interpretation were placed on the words
"any dead body." The Committee should
refuse to pass the clause unless it is clearly
indicated what is meant by "any dead
body."

Mr. BOVELL: I cannot agree to the sug-
gestion made by the member for Roebourne,
because I feel that any person who goes
proLiug in a cemetery burying dead bodies
of any kind should be subject to the provi-
sions of the Bill.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Schedule, Title-agreed to.

Report, etc.

Bill reported with an amendment and the
report adopted.
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Bill read a third time and returned to the
Council with an amendment.

BILL-INDUSTRY (ADVANCES).

Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it did not insist on its
amendment.

BILL--MILK ACT AMENDMENT (No. 3).

Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had disagreed to
amendments Nos. 1 to 5 inclusive made by
the Assembly, now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Minister for
Agriculture in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 3, page 2, line 35--Delete
the wvord "maximum."

The CHAIRMAN: The Council's reasons
for disagreeing with all the Assembly's
amenments are as follows:-

It is a departure from the principle which
hna always been in the parent Act and other
Acts, that a maxhaiun retail price be fixed. A
maximum price enables competition as a result
of greater efficiency. Consumers can derive no
benefit from the price aspect where a sole and
definite price is fixed. The board should be
empowered to fix the maximum price, not to
fix the price. Consumers are entitled to the
privilege of being able to obtain concessions
en prices if the -retailer by efficiency can sall
lower than the maximum.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Imove--

That the amendment be not insisted on.

I have no desire, nor do I think the member
for Nedlands. has, to prevent people from
selling milk below the maximum pricc.

Mr. Rodoreda: You argued the other way
en hour ago.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Bill was not very long in my possession
and I gave it all the consideration I could
in the time at my disposal. In the mean-
time, I have consulted the chairman of the
Milk Board.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: This is a comedy.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No, it was the right thing for me to do. After
all, we must live and learn. I ea endea-
vouring to do a job.

Hon. F. J, S. Wise: Do you not think we
have been decent about iT

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTU'RE:
Very decent. I am not reflecting on the
hon. member.

Hon. P. J. S. Wise: If you do, we will
say something.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member should not threaten me.
The member for North-East Fremantle put
up a very good ease and I was convinced
myself that I had made a mistake. I am now
of opinion that the word "maximum" should
remain in the Bill.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I find myself in a
quandary. I do not feel inclined to convert
mnyself in a rapid fashion, as is sometimes
done, and so shall content myself with say-
ing that I shall vote against the motion.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: It would not be in
the general interest to insist on the amend-
meat Lind I am glad that the Minister does
not intend to do so.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not insisted on.

No. 2. Clause 3, page 3, line 1-Delete
the word' "maximum."'

INo. 3. Clause 3, page 3, line 11-Delete
the word "maximum."

No. 4. Clause 3, page 3, line 19-Delete
the word "mxmr.

No. 5. Clause 3, page 3, lines 22 and 23-
Delete the word "'maximum."1

On motions by the Minister for Agricul-
ture, the foregoing amendments were not in-
sisted on.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

ANNUAL ESTMfATES, 1947-48.

In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 10th December; Mr.
Perkins in the Chair.

Vote-Mines, £6175,048:

THE CHIE SECRETARY (lion. A. V.
R. Abbott-North Perth) [9.30] : The total
expenditure of this department for 1947-48
is estimated at £175,048 as against actual
expenditure for 1946-47 of £162,539, an in-
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crease 2f £12,509. Revenue for 1946-47 was
£961,74-., while this year it is estimated that
it will be £C64,550. The calendar year 1946
record~d a gold production of 616,964 fine
ounces valued at £6,640,069, being an in-
crease over 1945 of 148,413 fine ounces, and,
in valve, £1,597,295. For the first 10 months
of 1947 the output is 587,273 fine ounces
which s 86,611 fine ounces ahead of the same
period of 1946. This represents an increase
in valuie of gold won of approximately
X1,000,000. This is very pleasing, particu-
larly as the industry is experiencing many
difficulties sueh as rising costs, shortage of
labour and scarcity of materials and plant.

The United Kingdom's shortage of dollars
should have the effect of bringing that Gov-
ernmentt's attention to this State's potential-
ities a;i a gold producer, and already advice
has been received 'through the Common-
wealth Government that the Elnglish Gov-
ernmen~t, of its own initiative, is prepared to
help e xpedite the manufacture of gold-
mining plant on order from England so that
gold Froduction shall not be hindered. There
is a great deal of exploration taking place
by co upanies of repute in the search for
new mines, particularly in the Yilgnrn,
Dundis, Day Dawn, North-East and East
Coolgardi and Coolgardie goldields. This
explointion comprises both modern and old-
time riethods, and includes diamond drilling,
geophysical and geological surveys, loaming
and trial shafts. Intensified geological
opera'ions by departmental officers are in
progr'ss and good results are being shown.

Th. present policy is to keep abreast of
mining activities and-operations and tender
geological advice in the early stages when it
is most needed. Geological parties are in
the fi-fld in the Coolgardie and Yalgoo dis-
tricts and on the coastal sands. In addition,
short-term surveys are carried out on parti-
cular deposits, water supplies, etc., as they
arise. Assistance to prospectors is being
maintained and the department has now bad
manufactured six mobile drilling units and
has purchased a portable compressor unit
which are available for loan and whicb are,
in fact, all in active use at present. Experi-
inental research into treatment problems is
conducted by the department at Kalgoorlie,
while the granting of financial assistance
for tie development of mines is being con-
tinued. The department is again preparing
a publication giving details of the many
thousands of goldmining leas" which have

been ast producers and subsequently aban-
doned. This will provide most valuable in-
formation to prospectors and companies as
with mioderna methods many of these old pro-
ducers mAy again be workable.

The department has continued its negotia-
tions in regard to aluminium therapy, but
through the patentee company being located
in Canada, these have been more protracted
than- was expected. Finality is now being
obtained and it is hoped to have the therapy
established on the mines early next year. It
is intended that the cost of the medical and
administrative side of the treatment will be
borne by the -Mine Workers' Relief Fund,
while the mining lessees will bear the cost of
p)rovision of the facilities on each mine.
There is a worldwide demand for many
minerals at the moment, and every assist-
ance, including financial, is being given to
enable the exploitation of our deposits while
high pneves exist. Activity is being shown
particularly in regard to lead, kyanite (a re-
fractory), antimony, asbestos and pyrites.

The Harnersley Range blue asbestos pro-
ject is now going rapidly ahead and provides
one of the most interesting mining projects
in the State.

.This Government and the Commonwealth
Govrenments have collaborated to assist by
way of provision of a towvnship, roads,
freight subsidies, etc. This area, incidentally,
must eventually prove of great interest as a
scenie centre. Its scenery is unique and
majgetie. A special investigation at the re-
quest of the Commonwealth Government in
regard to the possibilities of obtaining
atoici minerals in our beach sands is pro-
ceeding, Lot which the State is being reim-
bursed the cost.

The coal output for 1946 was a record one
of 642,287 tons. Every effort is being made
fwrtaer to increase it, as the industrial ex-
pansion of the State requires more and more
coal.

Special attention is being given by the
Government to the industrial conditions and
amenities at Collie. The geophysical and geo-
logical surveys of the field have now been
completed; and to round off the work, the
Government proposes as soon as a diamond
drill is obtainable to deep diamond drill the
field to bedrock, which will be in the vicinity
of 4,000 ft. This will then give as complete a
picture of Collie's future potentialities as is
obtainable. The geophysical survey has been



28M8 LAbbBMUJLX.J

particularly useful in determining the boun-
daries of the Collie coal basin. At Eradu a
20 ft. seam of coal has been struck in opera-
tions conducted by the department, and a
parcel of several hundred tons is being pro-
duced in order that it may be tested com-
mercially. Unfortunately, it is not a high-
grade coal and will not he usable in locomo-
tives. Its calorific or heating value is two-
thirds of that from Collie.

Every encouragement is being offered to
reputable oil search jeompani~s wit ,h the
necessary capital and facilities to examine
this State's oil possibilities. As a result, two
large companies are at present investigating
certain areas in the State, and a numbe of
American and Australian geologists are now
in the fil. In addition, the local Freney
Company is being financially assisted to the
extent of £E15,000 to complete a deep bore
hole on its area. Australian Iron and Steel
at Cockatoo Island, Yainpi Sound, has made
remarkable progress with its project and
will be producing ore next year. It has re-
cently launched the first of its own ships to
carry the ore from Yampi Sound to New-
castle. An excellent plant and high-class
amenities have been erected on the island.

Operations at the Government Chemical
Laboratory have been increased by the addi-
tion of two new sections, viz. Fuel Tech-
nology and Industrial Chemistry. A much
greater expenditure for plant will occur this
year because both of these sections have yet
to be completely outfitted, as the appoint-
ments of the two controlling officers were
awaited before purchasing all the equip-
ment, particularly the specinlised plant. The
Fuel Section's activities will be concerned
with our coal and its general utilisation,
while the Industrial Chemistry Section has
been formed to assist in solving problems
for industry.

The Kalgoorlie and Norseman School
staffs were re-classified last year and aug-
mented to deal with the increased number of
students. A partial rebate of the cost of such
additional staff is obtained from the Com-
monwealth Government because of the num-
ber of Commonwvealth rehabilitation students
accepted for training. It will be noted that
in the Estimates a new item of expenditure
in regard to the School of Mines, Kalgoorlie,
is the grant of £1,000 to the School of Mines
Advisory Committee. The arrangement is
that the Chamber of Mines will also provide
£:1,000, and the total sum is to bc used solely

for the purchase of plant for the school,
particularly for the experimental laboratory
section. All expenditure is to be first ap-
proved by the department. The Advisory
Committee is an honorary body comprising
representatives of the Chamber of Mines,
the Australian Workers' Union, the Gradu-
ates' Association, a member of the local
authority, and the resident magistrate. It
meets regularly and advises the department
on local matters affecting the school. More
modern equipment, particularly in the tech-
nical and trade sections of the school, is be-
ing obtained, so that the training can be
fully up-to-dote. The Wiluna school, through
the closure of the Wiluna mine, was closed
down at the end of 1946.

Despite rising costs and shortage of
labour, State batteries aire being maintained
and are operating even in the isolated
centres. In those active centres where no
State batteries exist, such as Leonora, Wid-
giemnooltha and Yilgarn, the department is
subsidising private batteries for the purpose
of enabling them to crush prospectors' ore.
Subsidies on cartage of ore to State and as-
sisted batteries wvill probably be heavier this
year as prospecting activity is increasing.
Many recent valuable finds have been made
by prospectors, and the ore txeated at State
batteries. Some of interest are-

(a) 72* tons for 345 oz. of bullion crushed
at Sandstone'by L. Fisher from 0.211L. 1074
which had been abandoned for years.

(b) 101', tons for li3oz. Odwts. and 79%
tons for 79 oz. 15 dwta. from his sheelite lense
another revived show in the samne district,
owned by J. V. Atkinson.

Consideration is being given to the erection
at Kalgoorlie of a plant capable of treating
refractory ore. The Amalgamated Prospec-
tors' Association has been asked to ascertain
from its niembers, for the information of the
department, whether it can he assured of
sufficient ore of this nature being produced
to maintain such a plant in operation. A
decision will be made when the association's.
report is received. The Minister for Mines
is giving- close attention to State batteries
generally, particularly in regard to the
matter of improved crushing facilities.

Generally speaking, the present picture of
the mining industry is hoth satisfactory and
unsatisfactory. It is satisfactory because
of the fact that activity is general and on
the increase, and a lot of attention is being
given to exploration and the opening up of
new gold-bearing bodies. Also, with the pre-
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sent world need of minerals, more attention
is bingf given to these deposits than for
many years. Similarly, our State is being
searched in regard to its oil prospects, while
action is being taken to increase coal output.
On th( other hand, costs of production, par-
ticularly in regard to gold, have risen enor-
mously since the wvar, while gold has been
the'on saleable product which has remained
static in pirie over the period of such in-
creasedl costs. Unless the price of gold is
increntied, either straight-out or by way of a
subsidy of some description, there is little
likelihood of further low-grade ore-bodies
being opened up, wvhile, should costs con-
tinue :o increase, there is the possibility of
some of the present low-grade mines having
to clote dowvn.

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [9.46]:
1 wisl first of all to thank the member for
Murel ison and other Goldfields members,
who have the prescriptive right to speak
first on the Vrote, for having conceded that
right o inc. I appreciate their courtesy. I
find myself much perturbed at the condi-
tions existing today in the goldmining in-
dustry, and all the more so because of the
extracrdinary complacency with which those
conditions are regarded in this Chamber.
The only references that have been made to
the gohdimining industry during this session
were the few words that appeared in the
Licut.-Governor's Speech, and the statement
we have heard tonight. I venture to say
that the Chief Secretary's speech gave
scarecly the remotest picture of what the
indusiry is passing through.

Indeed, I might well say that the gold-
minin, industry at the present mont
stand;i on the brink of disaster, and unless
something is done to alter the position that
exists today it may well be that within a
limited time-possibly a year or more,
though not much more-we will be able to
count on the fingers of one hand the gold-
mmne in Western Australia that still work
and employ labour on a large scale. Of
cours, there will he a number of small shows
work ng,1 but that does not make the
industry as we have known it in the
past, or even bring it to the state
to which it has come as a result of the
war. It seems that we must recognise the
fact :hat those engaged in goldmining today
are involved in a losing game. For many

reasons they find themselves, day after day,
in a worse position than that in which they
were on the previous day. That applies not
only to the bigger mines, but throughout the
industry, and even to the prospectors.

I have the greatest admiration for the
prospectors. The goidmining industry is
self-exhausting, and without prospectors
making- new discoveries the ;ndustry must
come to an end. The prospector is never in a
position to open up what is called a low-
grade mint-which is a stupid misnomer,
because that is practically the only kind of
mine in thme industry. High-grade mines
are few and far between, like plums in a
cake. It is the mine containing values of
from five to eight pennyweights per ton that
has made the industry. If such mines are
not kept going we will lose the industq.
Who can imagine a prospector, with his
resonrces, opening up and developing a low-
grade mining proposition? Indeed, who can
imagine a prospector being in a position to
place on a low-grade proposition plant
which would make it capable of being
worked?9 When the industry does not at-
tract capital the function of the prospector
is exceedingly limited. He is not in a posi-
tion to do the work himself and must rely
on being able to attract capital, after he has
found his show,. If that is so-I am certain
it is-is there any possibility of attracting
capital into the industry under existing con-
ditions, except purely and simply as a
gamble on the stock exchange?

One might be told that flotation is taking
place on the new Coolgardie, That is
purely and simply a stock exchange quota-
tion. It would not matter if the mine bad
no values, and scarcely existed-like the
South Sea Bubble. Everyone knows what has
happened in the past and what is like-ly to
happen in the future. We can have the
flotation of a mine without any merit what-
ever in the proposition that is offered to
the public. It is purely a gamble. As an
example of a fair specimen of the industry,
let us take the Lake View and Star Mine.
The shareholders of that mine were called
to a general meeting in London lately, and
a report of the transactions of the mine for
the year ended the 31st December, 1046,
was submitted. That report shows that the
mine consists of developed ore amounting
to 4,000,000 tons. The average value in gold
of that 4,000,000 tons is not the high falut-
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in stuff that the Chief Secretary apparent-
ly conceives, but is only 4.98 dwt. per ton,
which is at the bottom of the ladder of the
normal values of the industry. There are
4,000,000 tons of an average gold value of
4.98 dwt. per ton.

That 4,000,000 tons consists of an area
blocked out on three sides, and therefore
reasonably certain to exist, containing
2,884,000 tons of an average value of 4.72
dwt. per ton. There is also a probable ton-
nage-which means that it is only developed
on one side or possibly on two--of 316,300
tons, of an assay value of 6.36 dwt. per
ton. Then there is broken ore in the stopes
or bins amouinting to 648,000 tons odd, of
ain average gold content of 5.14 dwt. per
ton. When I speak of the industry I speak
of mines of that character, and not of fabu-
lous mines with values of two, three, or even
five ounces to the ton,

Hop, A. If. Panton: They do not exist
%~day.

Hon. N. KEENAN: They may exist, but
we do not know of them. There is still a
great deal of undiscovered gold, but the in-
dustry at present consists of mines with
values ranging from five to eight dwts. and
no moro--mines like the Lake View and
Star-which are fully developed and proved,
at a east 30 per cent. lower than that of the
present day. They are mines that are fully
equipped with efficient and modern mining
plant, erected at a cost 40 per cent. below
that of today. They are worked at 'minimum
cost for those reasons, and because they are
worked carefully, according to plan and
under excellent management, such mines
will last for years. If all the industry con-
sisted of similar mines it might be able to
survive, despite the troubles from which it
is suffering, but I am afraid that is not the
case.

The Lake Viiew and Star mine stands al-
most alone. There arc other mines work-
ing, with values rangig'fromn six to eight
dwts., and they arc partly developed and
partly equipped. No doubt they will con-
tinue in operation for some time, but the
length of time for which they will continue
to be able to operate is wholly uncertain.
The only thing that is certain is that the
industry as a whole-not individual mines,
here and there-cannot possibly survive

under present conditions. We in this Par-
liament should know-as should the public
at large-whether the goidmining industry
is worth while preserving. There are some
people who do not think it is, as, for in-
stance, Mr. Chificy, who, when speaking in
the Commonwealth Parliament to the Bill to
suspend the gold tax, said tht in his opinion
men now employed in the mining industry
in Western Australia particularly would be
much better employed in growing food-
stuffs.

Mr. Triat: He has changed his mind since
then.

Hon. N. KEENAN: If the matter were
one of the people of Australia being in
danger of starvation or of suffering the pri-
rations that the people of the Old Country
are suffering, I would agree with 31r. Chif-
ley, but we know that that is not so. Aus-
tralia is growing far more foodstuffs than
is required to meet the needs of our
people. There is an exportable sur-
plus, which is sold on the world's markets
at the best obtainable prices. So
should g-old be sold, and a sing-le ounce
of gold will purchase 3.5 American dollars.
6old to the last dwt. will purchase American
dollars which are nowadays so precious,
while foodstuffs will only do so to at limited
extent. Therefore I submit that the argu-
mnent of 3Mr. Chifley is not tenable.

MNr. Smith: When did ho say that?9

Hon. N. KEE NAN: In the Rouse
of Representatives, on the motion for
the second reading of the Bil] 'to
suspend the Gold Tax. There is an-
other Federal Minister who also has
some reason for hoiding a bad opinion of
the galdmnining industry. His view is that
the gold is taken out of the ground in West-
ern Australia and put back into the ground
at Kentucky in the United States of
America. That view is obviously a falla-
cious one because he might as well have said
that we put the gold# back into the vaults
at Canberra or anywhere else. No nation
uses gold in its currency today with the
possible exception that, by a statute law
of Congress, the dollar must have a value
of 1/35th of an ounce of line gold. Other-
wise, gold is used entirely as a yard stick
for international trade. It serves the pur-
pose of adjusting the balance of trade, and
where adjustment is required there it is
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stored, wvhether that adjustment requires it
to be si ored in the vaults of the Common-
wealth Bank at Canberra or at Fort Knox
in thei tills of Kentucky.

Another critic thought that the goldmin.
ing industry was not desirable. Ble said that,
unless *be industry was very severely con-
trolled, it became a mere man-slayer. No-
body who has ever seen a-worker suffering
from silicosis, which I admit is all too
readily acquired in the underground work-
ings of a mine, would for one moment ques-
tion tha honesty of purpose or sincerity of
belief of those who say that gold can be
bought at too high a price. But the danger
of an onset of silicosis, if it is not entirely
avertcL, is kept within very reasonable
bounds by adopting proper ventilation and
also by other means for controlling the
silica 'lust in the workings of a mine. I
think we can say to our credit that we have
taken Ateps very considerably to reduce the
danger of silicosis, particularly by insist-
ing upon strict medical supervision and also
by adopting other preventives which are
found to combat that terrible disease.

In that regard I listened as well as I
could--I confess it was very difficult to hear
-to the remarks of the Chief Sqcretary on
the akluminium therapy treatment. I should
have :iked to hear those remarks more
clearly because I recollect that, in 1945,
when ;he member for Leederville was 'Min-
ister for Mines, he brought dqwn a Bill for
the purpose of allowing the compulsory in-
troduction into Western Australia of' the
aluminium therapy treatmenit. At that
time t he Commonwealth Government and
C.S.I.R. had sent Dr. George, a noted scien-
tist, ti visit the rnited States of America
and Canada and make a complete report
on thc. whole subjet of this treatment. As
T understood the position, the report was
presented and tabled, and the McIntyre
Corporation of Canada, the patentees of the
rights of that treatment, volunteered to
issue a license under its patents at a
nomiral fee in Australia and to appoint Dr.
George as a superintending medical officer
in Australia.

There apparently things came to a dead-
end until we heard tonight something of a
character which, I am afraid, is not suffi-
ciently definite as to the future steps in the
matter. If this treatment is capable of what
is claimed for it and if, in fact, Dr. George

is right in reporting that it is, its intro-
duction will be of inestimable benefit to the
industry in this State. If it is possible-
and I believe it to be possible-to render
the pursuit of the goldniining industry one
that is safe for the workers engaged there-
in, then no round of a humanitarian
character can be allowed to prohibit the
pursuit of the industr. If we take into
account the enormous importance of the in-
dustry from the point of view of the State's-
ecoomy, I sub mit that the answer to be
made to the question whether the goidmin-
ing industry bo worth supporting should
be ini the affirmative.

Although I have not mentioned this be-
foro, I should have informed the Commit-
tee of what actually has been done in the
service of the State by this industry. In
the pre-war years the industry was capable
of employing, and actually did employ,
over :15,000 men directly and another 5,000
indirectly.

.1r. Trint:. Nothing of the kind.

Hon. A. H. Panton: It did. There were
over 15,000 employed in the industry when
I was Minister for Mines.

lon. N. KCEENAN: I am quoting from
an official document. The industry before
the war was capable of employing, and ac-
tually did employ, over 15,000 men directly
and a certain number indirectly, estimated
at 5,000, in all 20,000. This meant that
the industry was supporting a population
of 401,000 to .50,000 souls. Not one of our
other industries can approach that figure,
and if we bring that fact before our minds,
we shall appreciate what an enormous in-
fluence the mining industry has had in the
past and even now has on the economy of
the State. Therefore, in answering the
question whether the industry is worth pre-
serving, we have to bear those figures in
mind as well as the other factors, to which
I have directed attention.

Btzt if we are satisfied that tlce industry
should be preserved, then we must be' pre-
pared at once to go to it% -aid. 'There is a
belief abroad-it has been abroad for some
time-that the goldmining industry would
he amongst the first, if not the first, to shake
off Ihe effects of the war. So fat7 as ex-
perience goes, that is far from being the
ease, Let me take, for instance, not a period
of great prosperity in the mining industry
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such as the years 1936, 1937 and 1938, but
a period after the impact of war, although
the war was not then at its peak, namely,
the early months of 1941, when the war had
been raging for 1/2 years. In 1941, a re-
turn was published showing what had trans-
pired in the industry tip to the 31st De-
cember, 1940. From that return I propose
to quote certain figures. It showed that the
working expenditure, which means almost
entirely wages paid by the industry, in the
year ended the 31st December, 1940, was
no less than £11,246,850. 1 ask members to
give consideration to that figure because it il-
lustrates the colossal importance of the in-
dustry to the economy of the State.

Almost every penny of that large sum
was spent in Western Australia. The num-
her of men employed in that year, which
was some considerable time after the out-
break of wvar, was 14,368. .Conditions de-
teriorated considerably after that. One
reason was that, in the following year, Japan
entered the war, and every man in the mines
capable of being used for fighting, construet-
ing roads or other military work was taken
from the mines. So, of course, the figures
of production and the number of men em-
ployed considerably decreased in the years
following 1941 and up to 1944.

Now I take another date for the purposes
'olfcomparison and that is the date 18 months
after the fighting ceased, namely, the 31st
December, 1946. At the beginning of this
year, a return was published, as usual, show-
ing the mining history of the previous 12
months and this indicated under the heading
of working expenditure that the industry
had paid the sum of £5,048,855. That is
only little nmore than half of what was paid
in the year preceding 1941. The number of
men employed had decreased from 14,368 to
6,917. This shows how slow the rate of re-
covery has been because those figures deal
with a period 18 months after the last of
the fighting took plate-I cannot say after
the peace because there is not peace even
today-but- 18 months after the fighting
ceased, that wvas the full measure of recovery.

This talc illustrates in a very vivid man-
ner how little we have accomplished. Uin-
doubtedly, when the returns become'due next
February, the figures for 1947 will show a
considerable increase. They cannot fail to
do so, because men have returned to the in-
dustry in fair numbers and the industry has

therefore produced a great deal more gold.
But this will not mean anything really defi-
nitely promising. The fact is that the gold-
mining industry has been suffering and
today is suffering from three causes that
block recovery. The first cause is the paucity
and inefficiency of labour. Unfortunately,
some of the very best miners who left the
industry compulsorily owing to the war have
not returned to it and others have not the
same skill. The second cause is the paucity
amounting in some eases to the impossibility
of obtaining mining materials and supplies,
and the third cause is the great increase of
cost overall. Those three causes, unless they
are offset by an increase in the price of gold
or by the payment of a bounty, which will
produce the same effect, will inevitably, in
the long run, kill the industry. Even mines
fully eqjui pped and fully developed will in
the course of time find themselves in the
same category.

In Canada, which I snppose is the most
prosperous place in the world today, the
goldmining industry is under a certain
amount of cloud. The Canadian Government
has addressed itself to assisting the industry,
and I propose shortly to show what it has
attempted to do. In the first instance it
made a proposal to pay seven dollars-
£C2 2 s. l0d-per ounce for all gold produced
in the Dominion of Canada with the exep-
tion of certain mines. I have not been able
to acquire exact knowledge of the excep-
tions, but I saw in one journal that an ex-
ception was made, in connection with all
gold produced, by a certain mine that re-
turned some prescribed rate of interest on
the capital invested. I do not know whether
that is correct. At 'any rate, the United
States Government did not attempt to pro-
hibit wvhat was being done, but protested
against what it perceived was hostile to its
policies. The second proposal is to pay half
the amount by which the cost of producing
an ounce of gold exceeds 18 dollars, which,
in Australian currency, is £5 10s. *That
also was to apply in certain cases-entirely
in the case of new mines and partially to
olfi mines which had been carrying on opera-
tions for more than a year.

Let me explain what the Government
meant, as I understand the position. I will
suppose the extraction to be 83.34 per cent.
and that the head values of the mine are
6 dwt. per ton, which is about the average
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in our industry. That means the extraction
would be five weights on 83.34 per cent, ex-
traetioa, which means that one-sixth of the
gold is not recovered. That again means that
it would require four tons of ore to produce
one ounce- of gold. If we divide that four
into tRe £5 10s. we get £1 7s. 6d. per ton.
If we mnake an assumption that the total cost
per toi is £2 7s. Od., including everything,
--develop'mental costs, supervision charges
and Pt ier costsi-then the amount which the
Government of Canada would have to pay
would be half the difference, or half of £1,
which is 10s. a ton. Now, four times 10s.
is £2, so that if a mine camne within those
figure,,, the result would be that the
Canarlan Government would pay a bonus of
£2.

But there are all kinds of other reserva-
tions, i;hieh appeared in the short notice In
the Pyes,,- that are difficult to understand,
but Cite thing is clear, namely, that the
hount3 in full is payable only to new mines.
In the, ease of a mine that has been establish-
ed for a longl period it is payable only in
connetion -with one-third of the gold re-
coverel) Mr. Dunphy, the President of
the Arbitration Court, recently visited Kal-
goorlit for the purpose of dealing with the
indust-ial conditions of the goldmining in-
dustry. On his return to Perth he told me
he forned the opinion that a rise of £2 per
ounce in the value of gold was absolutely
nevessify to. stabilise the industry. It is
true that in delivering his judgment in eon-
nectioii with the award, he intimated that
no power existed either on the part of Aus-
tralia or of any of the ]British Dlominions
to increase the price of gold without the
consent of the United States of America.
We alt admit that there are great difficulties
to be faced by Australia in raising the
,official price of gold. We have a rate of
exchanige fixed between Australia and Eng-
land, and between Australia and other
countries included in the sterling. bloc and
obviouisly any rise in the price of gold by
Australia would react with great force on
such -ate of exchange, which is the very
lifelinei of all our export and import in-
dustries. It regulates our imports and ex-
ports.

So we can see at once that it would 'be
impossible for Australia to raise the official
price of gold on her own. It is true that
if En;land were to do the same, in terms
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of sterling, that would considerably temper
the shock on the rate of exchange. In the
case of England, the position is that at the
time the American loan was being negoti-
ated, England entered into certain trade
agreements with the United States, no doubt
as a #ondition of obtaining the loan, one of
which was that England would maintain
her £1 sterling at a value of 4.08 dollars. As
I have said, the dollar is tieri to gold by a
statute of Congress. So it is perfectly clear
that if England were to raise the official
price of gold by increasing the sterling price,
she would undoubtedly .be committing a
breach. of the agreement and putting herself
in a position which she would find difficult
to justify. Therefore, as between a bonus
on gold and a rise in the official price, there
is no choice.

We must go in for the bonus since that
alone can be given effect to by the Aus-
tralian Government.' However, there are
other means which would produce the result
of a higher price for gold. There is the
establishing of a free or unofficial market
for gold. That would mean that the Coin-
nmonwealth Government, whilst still remain-
ing entitled to handle all gold produced in
Australia, would sell, it not on the official
market but on the non-official or free market
at the enhanced price such a market would
give. The first question obviously is: Is
that practicable? After the 1914-18 wvar,
the goldrnining industry in Australia found
itself in a somewhat similar position to that
which it is in today, with this difference,
however. that it was not nearly so intense.
At that time-in the 1020's-the Gold Pro-
ducers' Association was formed and it was
given the duty of selling the gold produced
in Australia, and it sold a considcrablej
quantity on the non-official or free market,
to the great advantage of the producers. I
have here an extract from the "Kalgoorlie
Miner" of the 28th October last. It is a
cale from London dated the 27th October,
and is as follows:-

The Mysore Gold Mining Company realised
£19 13s. 5%.a. an ounce for its gold during 1946.
This was revealed at the 67th ordinary general
mneeting of the company. I IIt was most unfor-
tunate that we wvere not able to reap the full
advant age of this very favourable price with
a bigger output of gold," Sir Charles A. Innes,
K.C.S.I., C.I.E., told shareholders. "We were
able to mill only 130,660 tons of ore, and our
production of gold totalled only 38,664 oz"
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There are some features of that which im-
mediately strike us. First of all, the
Mysore Goidmining Company is no small
affair. It is true that it is suffering a
depression in its output at the moment be-
cause its gold production is not as high
as it was in the past, but it is still a con-
siderable mine. No difficulty whatever was
experienced according to the chairman 's
statement, in selling the gold at £10 odd
per ounce. Apparently there was no reason
why the company could not have sold a
great deal more gold. 'Members might like
to hear some of the ruling prices in the
various non-official markets of the world
-not the black market, but the non-official
market. These prices vary as do the prices
of any article on a free market. The first
market I draw attention to is the Padian
market, which, obviously, is where the
Mysore Qoldmining Company sold its gold.
The price there is £20 sterling per oz., or

£E25 Australian.

That market is said to be insatiable. The
reason is that from the richest Maharajah to
the poorest untouchable, they are all poten-
tial boarders of gold, and want to get pos-
session of as much of it as possible. The
market, therefore, is always there, and is
not like other markets, where, if there is an
excess in the supply, purchasing ceases. As
long as the wealth of India is available,
the gold offered in that country will he
purchased. Another point in connection
with the Indian market to which I want
to drew attention is that it is controlled by
the Hindustan and not the Pakistan Govi,
erment. That Government collects £2 an
ounce on the gold imported into India and
sold there. Therefore, the matter is en-
tirely legal and above board. It is not a
ease of gold being smuggled in or imported
surreptitiously and sold on the black mar-
ket. It is brought in under license, and
£2 an ounce is paid on it.

The Egyptian market serves the whole
of the Middle East. It is not nearly as
satisfactory as the Indian market, but gold
can be sold there at £15 6s, sterling, or
£19 Australian. At Hong Kong, where
there is a black market of a colossal character
and gold ranges from £50 to £100 sterling
per ounce, there is also a genuine non-offi-
cial. market at which gold brings £10 Os.
s9terling, or the equivalent of £C20 Austra-
lian. Then there is France, the greediest

place in the world for gold. It is estimated
that no less than 200 million francs worth
of gold is smuggled into France every week,
and there is, of course, a record black
market in Paris. The black market prie
there ranges fromn £44 per ounce Upwards,
and there is the non-official market where
the prices range from £20 to £30 sterling
and where gold can be dealt with, that is,
not on the black market. There is aiso a
legitimate market for gold in Turkey, but
there, apparently, no great desire is shown
for it because the price is only 0li 8s.
sterling or £14 Australian. I submit it is
unnecessaiy for me to add exaiipk's of~
other markets as, for instance, that at
Singapore, which absorbs all the gold stolen
and smuggled out of Australia. There they
pay ridiculously high prices in the pur-
chase of it.

What I have put before the Committee
is, I submit, quite enough to show what
ample opportunities there are for the sale
of gold, to the very great advantage of the
producers, in what I call the non-official
and open market and where the whole mat-
ter crystallises in the transactions I read
with regard to the -Mysore gold mines, as they
can sell their product at £1l9 19s. 51/d.,
and apparently have no difficulty whatever
in. doing so.

Mr. Smith: Wilt the international mone-
tary fund allow you to do it?

Hon. N. KEENAN: I assume the hon.
member refers to the International Mone-
tary Trust?

Mr. Smith: Yes.

Ron. N. KCEENAN: If the hon. member
asks me to what extent we are hound by
that trust, I cannot tell him and I do not
think anyone else can. I have tried to edu-
catermyself with respect to that matter but
I have not succeeded. I have not yet
learned whether Australia became a party
to the International Monetary Trust. It
has, never been so stated in the Common-
wealth Parliament so far as I am aware
and it is a matter in respect of which Dir.
Evatt, if he has taken any action at all,
has kept it to himself. Even if we were a
party to the International Monetary Trust,
that would not prevent us from selling our
gold iii the non-official market so long us
we did not wuake the official price different
from that which the Trust has fixed. That
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is a matter which would require a good deal
of inwstigation and I do not want to give
any deinite opinion on it. I certainly have
not tried to make that investigation nor
dlo I propose to do so.

It may be said-I have no doubt it will
hre-tmt the Commonwealth desires to keep
gold in Australia ats at backing for our Pape,
currency. We would all cordially subseribe
to that, but if the Commonwealth wishes
to do so, let it proceed along those l 'ines.
by buying the gold at a fair price to the
producers and not as at present by forcing
them to sell their gold at a grossly unfair
price vhich has enabled illegal traders in
the las: two or three years reputedly to have
made nillions of money at the expense of
the gold producers. If it is correct to say
that i;e must eliminate entirely the possi-
bility of any further increase in the official
price (If gold then there are only two courses
open lo us to save the industry. One, of
course. is the granting of a bounty on gold,
which we suggest Viould be £2 an ounce.

3M&, I draw the attention of the Coin-
inittee to the point that a very obvious comn-
promi~ e would be for the Commonwealth
to sell gold in the open market in order
to pro:ct the Australian production of gold
suicicnt to pay £2 over and above tho
official price to all producers of gold?. Tbat
would require a smelt amount of gotd be-
cause the different price;, as I have shown
in the figures I have rend, are very large.
That is one course. The other is to act
as an agent as the Gold Producers' Associa-
tion did in 1922 and onwards and sell gold
to the best advantage in the highest market
for the benefit of the producers. In other
words the Commonwealth should retire from
the pesition of taking all the gold now pro-
duced wvithin the Commonwealth and allow
it to be handled, as I suggest, by a com-
mlittee which would sell it for the benefit
of the producers.

Nri-her of Those two courses-asking the
Comnmcnwealth to grant a bonus, or 'request-
ing thie Commonwealth to sell some portion
of the gold in the open market-has been
suggeited to the Federal authorities by any
Parliament or any Government in Australia.
That is very easily understandable because
in th( Eastern States the output of gold is
very much on the small side compared with
the output in Western Australia. Conse-

quently the industry is not nearly so uim-
portant in the Eastern States as it is in
Western Australia. On the other hand, in
the Eastern States the output of base metals
exceeds in value the output of gold there.
All those base metals have been protected
by rises granted to them over and above the
prics at which they were being sold at the
beginning of the war and when prices were
first fixed.

I propose to draw attention to some of
those base metals. Take copper in the first
instance. When war was declared and for
some time afterwards and when the price
was first aixed, copper was sold at £02 10s.
a ton. Now it is allowed to be sold and is
sold in Australia at £100 a ton. Lead at
the time war was declared and when prices
were first fixed, was sold at £19 l8s. 5d.
per ton, whereas now it is freely sold in
Australia at £22 a ton, for Australlia's needs,
with the right to export all above whet the
Commonwealth wants. That means that 40
per cent, only of the lead was used in Aus-
tralia, and 00 per cent. exported end sold
at prices of £100O and over per ton. Then
as regards zine, when war occurred the
price was £E17 1s. 10d. a ton when that
price was first fixed and thereafter it was
treatod exactly the same as lead. Af ter
the Australian wants had been fulfilled at
£22 :a ton, the balance could be exported
and sold in the open markets of the world
and consequently very much higher prices
were realised.

Then thcre is the position with regard to
tin. At the outbreak of the war when prices
were first fixed it -was sold at £287 7s. lid.
per ton whereas now the price is £377 3s. 9d.
Wheni war broke out silver was sold at
Is. 9.Od. and now it is sold at 5.08s.. So
mewmhers will see that there have been really
colossal rises in the pnices of base metals
which, as I pointed out to the committee, aire
the important industrial metals produced in
the Eastern States. Nearly all the
base metals are produced there and the pro-
duction of them in Western Australia is al-
most trifling. In fc, 'I saw the other day
that for the first time in the Ashburton some
effort is being made to develop silver-lead
mines and even so they are in a very small
way.

We may say that the production of base
metals in Western Australia is absolutely
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infinitesimal. We do not complain about
that for one moment, nor yet because of
the rises that have been allowed in the past
with regard to those base metals. We aro
prepared to admit that the prices are justi-
fied on the increase of production costs, but
let mec state that the cost of gold production
has increased also. Gold is the only metal,
we produce in quantity, and undoubtedly
this State is the biggest producer in Aus-
tralia, but unfortunately gold is still at the
same price today as it was before war
broke out. That is only one more example
of what I have known for many years, and
the result is that the weaker partner has no
chance against the stronger partner.

Unless, we agree to give immediate assis-
tance to those in the goldmining industry
the end has come, and the question is now
for us to decide what we are going to do
ahout it. I have pointed out to the Corn-
mitee how impossible it is to work a mine
on prespnt day costs at the existing pricq
ruling for gold. The question is, CI'~hat
are -we going to do about the industry?7"
Let this be borne in mind. This industry
is not merely one tbat- deserves well of us
because it lifted the State out of the ruck
and placed it on the road to prosperity and
success. That might bring forward gener-
ous thoughts and generous treatment, but
there is another matter to be considered by
those who govern the State and that is, that
the industry is stilt an important factor in
the economic life of Western Australia. For
their own sakes they dare not let it perish.

Unless we are prepared immediately to
take action to save the industry; nnless we
are prepared to do something real and tan-
gible and not talk about something fictitious,
and unlessF, in fact, a committee be im-
mrdiatel T appointed to prepare a case to
submit to the Commonwealth Governmnent
asking for this bonus, it will perish. A com-
mittee of mining men associated with the
industry who know what they are talking
about should be appointed and not of those
who speak on behalf of the mining industry.
I am sure that every Goldfields member
would work to the last ounce of his energy
in protecting the interests of the industry
and putting up a case for the Common-
wealth Government granting assistance. If
we do not take action but daily along,
allowing things to slip along as in the past,

then the fate of the industry is s;caled.
There are some members of the Committee
as well as myself who saw the goldinining
industry develop from its very smallest he-
ginnings into its position of eminence. To
stand by and allow things to -slip would
mean that wve should eventually see the in-
dustry die before our eyes.

MR. TRIAT (Mit. M1agnet) (10.44]; :1
was greatly interested in the attitude of the
member for Nedlands towards; the gold-
mining industry, and in the want of interest
of the present or any other Government in
Australia in the industry. I agree with him
entirely. I suppose of all the industries oper-
ating- in Western Australiat, the one receiv-
ing the least consideration today by any
Government is. the goidmining industry. It
is considered by most people to be an in-
dustry of extreme wealth and able to stand
up to all the onslaughts of increased prices
and ether difficulties with which it has had
to *contend. However, u* have realised quite
recently that the goidmining industry of
this State is far from prosperous. The only
reason preventing it from being prosperouis
is the cost of obtaining gold from the ore.
There ame ample supplies of gold in the
State, but the cost of obtaijing the, gold from
the ore is too great. Costs have, increased
greatly, machinery is exceedingly difficult to
obtain. The mines that were spoken of by
the member for Nedlands are not low-grade
mines, they are considered to be among the
moderate grade of mines in the State, pro-
ducing fidwt. to Bdwt. dirt, which is pay-
able dirt in Western Australia today.

The low-grade mines, the 3dwt. dirt, are
the mines that are being worked by Ameri-
can capital. I refer particularly to the Big
Bell ine. Other mines are operating an
less than Sdwt. dirt, for instance, the Bar-
bidge, which is only 2dwt. dirt. Neverthe-
less, it has an extensive plant. The Amneri-
cans have spent a considerable amount of
money-half a million-on the Big Bell
Mine for the purpose of opening up -that
low-grade ore deposit. The mining industry
here has never had much consideration
shown to it by the Commouwealtlj Govern-
ment. at any time. Certainly, during the
progress of the war the greatest difficulty
was experienced by the State Government
in keeping the mining industry afloat at all.
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The Commonwealth endeavoiired at that
ti me to close down the mining industry, I
presume for the reasons mentioned by the
membner for Nedlands. The greatest number
of mon employed in the mining industry has
been stat~d to be 15,000, plus 5,000 casuals,
approximately 20,000.

The official figures are given in the Mines
Deps rtment report for 1938-39. There it
is shown that the total number of men en-
gagel in the industry, on reef and lode, was
approximately 15,080. Including the men
engaeed in alluvial miningI the figure is
15,216. In my opinion, these estimates made
by the Mines Department are incorrect.
They) ore fictitious. I have always main-
taired that the men actually employed in
the industry, on wages mnd on contract, have
never exceeded 9,000 per annum during the
past 25 years.

Mr. Smith: That is, actual workers in the
mi nis.

Mr. TRIAT: Men employed in the
dustry. How those figures were made
by the department I do not know.

in-
up

Mr. Smith: There is the turnover of
labo ir.

Mr. TRIAT: I agree. . Every man em-
ployed in the mining industry must be re-
gistered under the Mine Workers' Relief
Funil Act. iEvery man must subscribe to the
Mine Workers' Relief Fund. The mining
companies and the Government also subscribe
to that fund. All men employed in the
mnines, with the exception of about 1 per
cent, on the big mines, contribute to the
fund.

Mr. Kelly: What about the prospectors?

Mr. TRIAT: Prospectors are entitled to
contribute to the fund.

Mr. Kelly: But they do not do so regu-
larly.

Mr. TRIAT: A small number of pros-
pectors do. There are approximately 1,000
prospectors in Western Australia, but that
number would not bring the total beyond
9,000. The maximum number of men con-
tribuiting to the Mine Workers' Relief Fund
is a shade over 8,000, that is, during the
last 25 years.

non. N. Keenan: I asked a question my-
self of the member for Leederville, when he

was Minister for Mines, as to the number
emrloyed in the industry and his reply was
16,000.

Hon. A. H. Panton: That was the actual
figure.

Mr. TRIAT: Anyhow, whether the official
figures are right or wrong, the Common-
wealth Government in 1940 depleted the
mines of the ir men; but, owing to a great
effort on the part of the Labour Govern-
ment at the time, sufficient men were re-
tained to keep the Mines from being abso-
lately closed down and from being of no use
when the war was over; otherwise, the mines
would have closed down and fallen in. The
Commonwealth Government has been ap-
proached on various occasions to do some-
thing for the industry; but from the in-
formation I was able to glean from the
Commonwealth Government, that Govern-
ment's opinion was that gold was of very'
little consequence. It had very little con-
cern about the quantity of gold produced.

Hon, N. Keenan: The Commonwealth has
changed its mind now.

lMr. TRIAT: Yes, as-I interjected; but
up- till recently it had not done so. It was
definitely of opinion that goidmining was
of very little consequence. I notice from
the Press quite recently that the Common-
wealth Government has given some con-
sideration to the goidmining industry. In
the Press, under date Saturday last, there
appears the following repqrt:-

COMMONWEALTH SEEKING MORE
W.A. GOLD.

CANBERRA, Saturday: W.A. gold may play
a big part in assisting the recovery of British
Empire countrjes from the present dollar crisis.

Fedieral Government has instructed a. number
of Government departments to commence in.
vestigations to ' aseertain how WV.A. gold pro.
duction can be stepped up.

Government is striving to achieve the maxi-
mum production of Australian gold for sale to
Blritain.

All sales of gold from Australia are going
to the Empire dollar pool which by its sale to
Amterica is obtaining urgently needed dollar
credlits.

Steps ame being takcen by the Government
to increase gold production particularly in
Western Australia, and include:

Instructions to the Secondary Industries
Conmnission to explore every avenue for ne-
quisition of badly needed modern macinery.

Possible moves to ce-operate with the West-
ern Australian Government to overcome the
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firewood shortage which has been holding up
production.

This last move, however, is so far still only
in the exploratory'stage.

Prime 'Minister Chifley said that as a result
of these moves, and recent lifting of the Gold
Tax hie looked forward to a big increase in
gold production in the next 12 months. Every
ounce of gold won, he said, would meain mare
vital dollars could be obtained.

Official figures released here show that al-
ready Australia is producing more gold this
financial year than in the previous year. During
4 months ended October 31, production was
345,000 fine ounces worth £A3,7 13,062, com-
pared with 326,000 ounces (RA3,508,000), in
the same period of 1946.

That is a great somersault on the part of
MAr. Chilley. It is rather late in the day
to try to stimulate goldniiining in this State.
I do not know whether much notice was
taken by the Commonwealth Gov-ernnment of
a resolution passed in this Parliament ask-
ing- for assistance to the industry to find
ways and mneans. of producing more gold.
This House has not received any reply to
thot resolution.

Mr. Kelly: Was there no answer?

Mr. TFIAT: I have not heard of any.

Mr. Smith: Was the message sent?

Mr. TRIAT: I presume the Government
sent it immediately: I felt sure the Min-
ister would report some reply to the resolu-
tion, which is as follows:-

That in the opinion of this 'Rouse:-
(1) Gold production in Western Australia

can be greatly accelerated, and the quantities
won greatly increased, provided the large low
grade ore deposits can be exploited.

(2) Greater availability of gold is an impor-
tant part in Britain 's future, in regard to dollar
exchange, and therefore greater gold production
in Western Australia is vital to the Empire.

(3) The attention of the British Government,
through the Commonwealth Government, should
be drawn tn the enormous areas of potential
gold producing country in Western Australia
and the large known deposits of low grade ore,'and both Governments should be asked ur-
gently to Consider ways and means of assisting
in the production of gold from low grade ore
in Western Australia.

That was long thought abont by members
of this Chamber, but it was not until Sat-
urday' that we saw anything in the Press
a bout the Commonwei-alth Government's
being anxious about the goidmining indus-
try.

Mr. Smith: It was anxious to give re-
lief from income taxation.

Mr. T1VPAT: I do not know that that
c:an he of any use to the Commonwealth
Government. I always maintain that the
Commonwealth Government had no moral
right to tax Western Australian gold on
its production. It was never game to at-
tack any of the big companies in the East-
ern. States that were producing metals, yet
it imposed a tax of 50 per cent. on thc
price of gold over £9 an ounce. That was
wrong. Had the Commonwealth Govern-
ment said that it would return the tax to
the State by way of assistance to the State,
I would have said there was some merit in
the tax, but the Commonwealth Govern-
ment did not do so. It returned portion,
bitt not a large amount, and it claims that
in doing so it is virtuous, that it is doing
something for the mining industry.

Air. Smith: I am talking about the in-
come tax.

Mr-. TRIAT: I am talking about the gold
tax.

Mr, Smith: The gold mining industry
reckoned that that did not matter.

Mfr. TRIAL: The producers of gold con-
sider it does matter. I am a small producer
of gOld end it matters a lot to me. The
last t ime we put gold throug h the battery,
the taix was deducted and it made a big
difference to our receipts.

Mr. Smith: You have got it hack again.

Mr. TRIX T: No. We got back a small
amount of the last deduction. Anyhow, the
tax is wrong in principle. No-one should
he taxed on production, but on profits. The
State Government cannot very well stand
uip and say that it has endeavoured to do
much for the industry. The Estimates show
an increase of £-12,000, but that will hre
absorbed in wages and salaries and the
cost of the 40-hour week. That provision
of £12,1000 will not assist in producf ,ng more
gold. Hfad the Government decided to spend
£20,600 or £30,000 in reconditioning the
State batteries, that would have been some
assistance to the industry, but that is not
so. We are to continue with the same old
method that has been in operation for the
past 50 years.

It is astounding to me that the Minister
for Mines has not got into touch with the
School of Mines and the Chamber of Mines
in an eff'ort to devise ways and means of
obtaining better extraction from the pros-
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peelcirs' ore. If that were done, it would
increase gold production and be an induce-
ment to many prospectors to work mines
whica at present are not prosperous, but
couk. be made prosperous. We find today
that many prospectors have uip to 50 per
cent. of gold in sands, but the experience
of p::,ospectors is that they do not receive
paymuent for the gold in the, sands some-
time,; for 12 months and sometimes even
for two years. No payment is made until
the returns from the sands are finalised.
That is not correct. Mly own experience Is
that I have had to wait for over 12 months
for final payment. I crushed the ore at the
State, battery at Coolgardie and even today,
after a period of over 12 months, I have
not received my payment. I trust
the Uinister will take the matter up and
find out whether it is possible to pay the
prosiectors the money due to them after
the assay has been made. There would be
no great hardship in doing that. In the
meantime on the few pounds one got in
advance interest was charged. Interest was
char;,ed on one's own money. But forta-
natey the present Leader of the Opposi-
tioni agreed to have that clause deleted after
it had been in operation for some time and
today no interest is paid on money ad-
vanced.

In all cases in Western Australia, how-
ever. men have to wait for not less than 12
months for final payment for their sands. I.
agreo with the member for Nedlands regard-
ing the methods that could he adopted to
boost gold in Western Australia. A bonus
on gold produced in Australia would not
conflict with any monetary Agreement
reached in any part of the world. There
is nothing to say that it gold producer in
Western Australia should not receive £20
an )once for his gold. That would not
altei world prices; it would only be the
price paid to the producer here. The same
gold when put on world's parity, that is on
the American standard, would yield £10O
15s. 3d. per ounce in Australian currency
or 35 dollars American.

I agree that there could be a bonus with-
out upsetting the calculations of financial
expcrts throughout the world. As pointed
out by the member for Nedlands, that extra
money could he obtained by the sale of
certain gold to countries whlich are short

of it and arc prepared to pay in excess of
world parity on a free arket, not a black
market, but I would not favour the sale
of the whole of the gold to those countries
for the sake of their money, because I
believe Australia itself Will require currency
to meet the dollar position, and Great Bri-
tain requires gold to meet the dollar ex-
change. But I agree that certain surplus
gold should be sold on the free market to
meet what the Commonwealth Government
would desire to contribute as a bonus to
producers throughout Australia.

1 do not wish to delay t'he Committee for
any length of time because the member for
Nedlands has dealt very extensively with
these matters, but I would like to refer to
one or two remarks made by the Minister
and himself. One question on which I wish
to louch is the Mine Workers' Relief Fund.
The body administering that fund comprises
parties to an agreement under which 9d.
per week per man employed on the mine is
contributed provided he has a laboratory
certificate entitling him to work there. The
contributions are paid into a fund called
the Mline Workers' Relief Fund, from which
a beneficiary receives £750 if it is a straight-
out case of tuberculosis without silicosis.
Butl if he has tuberculosis plus silicosis or
advanced silicosis the Workers' Compensa-
tion Act provides for the payment of £750.
When that amount is exhausted the bene-
ficiary goes back on the Mine Workers'
Relief Fund and he and his wife are paid
about 25s. a week each and a erkain amount
for their children, with a maximum of £3
10S. or f4. That is a contributory fund to
which contributions Are made by three
parties.

About 12 months Ago An approach was
made to those administering the fund to
give free hospitalisation to beneficiaries wvho
hatL been turned down because they were
suffering from miner's phithisis. After an
examination had been made by the hoard
in Kalgoorlie, which consists of representa-
tives of the workers, the Government and
the Chamber of Mines, it was decided that
the cost would be £500 per year and it could
not be sustained. But what do we find
todayT The Minister has announced that
this fund is prepared to undertake the re-
spc'nsibility of the mine owners or the Gov-
erriment of Westein. Australia and flake
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over the liability of attending to the treat-
ment of men with alumina dust. The board
is goingr t~o pay doctors and doctors' assist-
ants, and for transport to undertake the
treatment of miners by this process.

Hon. A. H. Pauton: ;It is a scandalous
thing!

Mr, TREAT: It will not be possible to
get a doctor under £,1,500 a year to travel
outback for the purpose of conducting these
examination;, and it is estimated that the
cost of this doctor and his assistants and
transport will approximate £5,000 a year.
It is not the function of the fund to under-
take the elimination of miner's phithisis.
That is the function of the 'Mines Depart-
ment and the mines themselves. The people
that produce 'the ore from the mine that
causes miner's plithisis are the people who
are responsible for seeing that the mines
are kept clean. I strongly object to the
money of the workers and the Government
being utilised for this purpose. Let it
be paid to the beneficiaries! Let the scale
of payment to those men suffering fromt
minces phthisis and unable to -wolrk be
increased! I do not know how much is in
the fund but there is a fair amount.

Hon. A. If. Panton: There is £250,000.

Mr. TRIfAT: And they will get a ]ot
more. The member for Nedlands said that
miner's phthisis has been considerably re-
ducedi. It has not been eliminated and it
never will be. It can only be reduced by
greater efficiency in the ventilation of mines.

-No matter how much alumina dust a miner
may swallow, if -he goes into a dusty face
he will be settled in health. 'We can thank
the M1ines Department for the efficient
method that has been adopted to keep mines
clean by ventilation. I trust tt the Min-
ister will take steps to see that this fund
is not used to do a job on behalf of the
mining companies. I reiterate that if there
is money to spend-and I think there is-
consideration should be given to free bos-
pitalisation for beneficiaries and some of it
should he used to increase the amount paid
to those beneficiaries to enable them to live
in decent conditions. On the form that these
men are required to fill in, one of the first
things they are told to do is to make ap-
plication for the old-age and invialid pen-
sion before the fund is prepared to pay.
Unless that is done, the Commonwealth Gov-

ernm eat evades its responsibility. It is a
scandanlous thing that the board is prepared
to spend money to assist the powerful
mining companies but not to help the
beneficiaries.

lion. A. H. Panton: I do not think they
are legally entitled to do that.

Mr. TRIAT: I do not know whether they
are, but investigations should be held into
the matter and an attempt made to see that
they do not spend any more.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Have another com-
m11sion!

Mr. TRIAT: I want to deal now with
coal. I hare no knowledge of coal but for
the last two or three years I have been
especially interested in Collie coat and have
played an active part in this Chamber with
a view to seeing that the production at Collie
was used to the best advantage in Western
Australia. I do not know that I have had
much sucess. I received some support but
not sufficient to put Collie where it should
be. A lot of people talk about what they
would do for Collie but when it comes to
at real test, they do nothing. Collie could
be put on the map as a producer of good
quality coal if money were spent on plant
to clean the coal instead of allowing 30 per
cent of dirt to he carted anywhere in Wes-
tern Australia amid sold as coal. 'Money
should be spent to provide a plant to grade
and clean the coal down there so that any
ton of it pooled anywhere would have a
certain calorifie value.

I heard recently that the new technologist
has an idea that that should be done, hut
no Government department has been agree-
able to carry the res.ponsibility for the ex-
pen diture of the money to put in a plant
to blend, clean and grade Collie coal, so
again we are up against the deadlock
of Government departments quarrelling
amongst themselves as to which -should take
the responsibility in a msbt* of this kind.
The Chief Secretary said the Government
has a very poor outlook regarding Eradu
coal. He said that Eradu was closed down
because it was only twd-thirds of the Collie
coal grade. When we -want to speak about
had coal we. refer to that produced at Collie,
and when we want to speak of very bad coal
we say it is only two-thirds of the value of
the Collie coal. That is the attitude we
adopt in Western Australia, but when one
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reads technical books on coal in other
countrties one is astounded to realise that the
coal we have in Western Australia can be
classified by anybody as being no good. It
is a wonder that some expert on coal, like
the n %v man we have from England, has not
taken up the question of the value of our
coal and explained to the Minister exactly
what that value is.

In the whole of Australia today we have
great difficulty in obtaining oil or petrol' .
We are told by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernmant that further restrictions of petroL
are to be made. The only reason given is
that we have not got the dollars to buy the
petrol or that we want to conserve them for
other purposes. Yet we have the astounding
fact put before us by authorities of high
classification who arec dealing with the pro-
ducti,:n of oil, that Eradu coal is considered
one of the highest g~hde coals from which
it is possible to obtain oil. I ha~e here an
Aieiean publication called "Fortune." On
the (outside it bears the name "R. S. Con-
row," evidently the Amnerican authority on
steel who has been here. This book contains
anl article entitled, "The Fuel Revolution."
I do not intend to quote a lot of it but I
will quote sufficient to prove that Eradu
coal is not rubbish but is of high value, if
handled properly by people capable of
so doing. I presume there would be no-
body here competent to do that and we
wouili have to get men from Germany. That
is the only country that seems to have corn-
petei- eng ineers. I believe that two have
recently gone to Yallourn but there has
been no mention made of bringing any here.
I quote from page 103 in the middle of a
sentence.

"a suave, able promoter-chenvist was doing
somel hing with coal that became the eye
ope'ur to its true future economic equivalence
with oil and gas. Hie was Freedrieb l3cr gilts,
who in 1910 ran a 'blast of hydrogen gas into
a bed of coal p)aste, at a temperature of 850'
Fahrnmheit and a pressure of 3,000 psi. (This
psi. i3 not Creek; merely the convenient engin-
eering~ contraction for ''poundsif per square
inch.") He was hoping to synthesize a group
of liquid hydrocarbons, and that is precisely
what he did, taking light and heavy oils and
waxei out of b-is reactors. The Bergius pro-
cess, grandfather of modern coal conversion,
had to wait 17 years before I. G. Farbenin-
dustirie found new catalysts to speed it up and
set i: to work commercially in 1927, at the
same time selling foreign rights to Standard
Oil (rJ)

That was a. long time, but even so the Gertmns
Inanaged to stay well ahead of the 'U.S. and

the British. What the layman knows as the
"hydrogenation of coal" became, by the

Bergius-I.G. process, an established fact. Yet
just ats this process was getting under com-
mercial w~ay, something rose to challenge it
that was later to .become even mnore important.
This, too, was at product of German chemical
daring and resolve.

'WViat happened then was of supreme impor-
tanceo for out of the reactors camne a mixture
of gasoline (of about forty octane), Diesel and
lubricating oils, and alcohols, obtained more
cheaply than was possible by the Bergius-T.G.
process. The carbon source for this reaction was
anything from coke to Germany's low-grade
Bratunkole, a, sort of super-peat.

This was from a super peat, and not a coal.
Under the heading "Bergius process, gaso-
line from coat (by hydrogenation)" the cost
of obtaining gasoline, diesel oils, lubricating
oils and waxes from this peat in 1927 was
15 to 18 cents per gallon. By the Fischer-
Tropsch process in 1033 the cost was seven
to eighjt cents a gallon. These figures are
fromn an American publication, giving the
facts, yet in Western Australia we have the
audacity to say that coal from Eradu-
not a super peat-is no good, and that the
field must be closed down, There is some-
thir~g wrong, and I believe it is that we have
not sufficient money to go into the question
of Rradul coal. It will burn in a fire grate
with a fair proportion of ash, yet we say it
is no good. I presume 11r. Donnelly has had
no opportunity of experimenting on it.

The Chief Secretary: I-k has tested it.

Mr. TREAT: When one reads in an
American publication what can be done, one
wvonders what 'Mr. Donnelly has attempted
to do, that his efforts have not been of much
a vail. Perhaps he did not have the ap-
paratus and the money for his experiments,
or perhap~s hie has not the knowledge. We
know that from a class of peat gasoline and
hea vy: oils (-an be obtained at a cost of six
to eight cents per gallon. If 'Mr. Donnelly
says this coal is of no bsc there must be
something wrong either with his ideas or
with the assistance given him in the carry-
inga out of experiments and tests on Eradu
em.- I hope the Government will give
greater consideration to mining proposi-
tions, whether as to coal, gold or minerals.
All mining in Western Australia is valuable
today and gpldimining in particular produces
the real wvealth required in the world.

As I said, when presenting a motion to
the House some time ago, the real wealth
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today is that with which we can buy from
America. I do not know why we should
talk so much of America, but that seems to
be the only country that has any security.
Australia iTas good a country as is America,
but we have not the people with the ideas
or the initiative to try them out. Our soil
is as good as that of America, and so are
our men, hut we have not the ability or
desire on the part of our men to do what
should he done. We started work on an
alunite deposit and played about with it for
two or three years.

Time after time I have suggested that a
highly qualified man from some other coun-
try1 who knew how to produce potash suc-
cessfully, should he employed, hut we have
not done that. We expect a Ttbn, employed
at a salary of £000 or £700 per year, to pro-
duce high grade materials. We cannot get
the type of man wanted for that salary.
To get a highly qualified technical man to-
day one must be prepared to pay him well.
The Government should obtain the services
of a man with knowledge and capability for
th'is purpose and pay him a sufficiently large
salary in order to see what Western Aus-
tralia can produce from the materials avail-
able.

MR. KELLY (Yilgarn - Coolgardie)
f11.20]: I listened attentively to the 'Minis-
ter's speech, but cannot feel over enthu-
siastic about what he told the Comnmittee. I
do not say that disparagingly, as 1 realise
the Minis~ter is in an invidious position.
I regret that he or some other Minister has
not been appointed as full-tine Minister
for 'Mines, responsible to this House and
thL. House alone. During his speech the
Minister said the British Government was
prepared to assist the mining industry of
Australia. We should lose no opportunity
of endeavouring to bring before that
Government ways and means of assistinglt
Australian gold production. As the mem-
ber for Nedlands said, the mining industry
of Australia-and particularly of West-
ern Autralia-is on the brink of disaster.
If some form of rejuvenation, more efficient
than has so far been used, is not applied
within a reasonably short time, that will
be the end of the industry.

in the Minister's speech, as usual, men-
tion was made of the cxcell~nt job done by
officers of the Mines Department end the

Minister also mentioned the aluminium
therapy treatment, inquiries about which
were instituted by the previous Govern-
ment. The Minister made only short refer-
ence to that side of the mining industry
and I fear that his conclusions were far too
indefinite to be of much assistance to the
House in formulating- an opinion on the
subject. He said consideration was being
g(Piven to the erection of a suiphide oie
treatment plant at Kalgoorlie. We have
often been told that consideration was
being given to that project, but on this
occasion I believe the -Minister represent-
lag the Minister for Mines should have
outlined how far that consideration has
gone. Suifejent time has elapsed for the
Mines Department to have made more pro-
gress than appears to be the ease.

It is rumnonred that the Government is
considering erecting a plant on the lines of
adding fine grinding to the existing mill
operations, and that the ideas formulated
are based on the operations at Hannans
North and the Sons of Owalia. If that is
the ease I say a plant of that type will
he valueless for the treatment of sulphide
ores from Kalgoorlie and the outlying dis-
tricts. Ore from the mines; I have men-
tioned is free milling and does not measure
tip to the type of ore that wvili be en-
countered by a plant treating ore from many
districts. Such plant -would not handle
many of the Vilgarn suiphide ores. It is
necessary in considering the installation of
sulphide ore treatment plants to hear in
mind that many types of ore will be en-
countered, many presenting- special difficul -
ties of treatment. It must be appreciated
that th4 problem is an extremely complex
one. The design of a suitable refractory
ore treatment pl1ant; should be in the hands
of an expert mnetallurgiEl

The Government has not at present a full-
time metallurgist, though it employs some
officers who are capable of doing a lot of
metallurgical work. It should employ a
Metallurgist to specialise in the treatment
of the V arious ores of this type. There
seemis to be a reluctance to give credence to
the necessity for action in the niatter of
exemptions being granted to large holdings.
An alteration of the regulations is necessary,
because although there is some excuse for
granting exemptions on the line of lode,
there is little or no excuse, for granting ex-
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tended exemptions to leases that encircle the
line of lode or those that are adjacent to it.
We have a striking example of the grant-
ing of these exemptions proving detrimental
to a district in the Associated Northern
Mine at Ora Banda. This company for 20
years has held under exemption four leases,
and, with, the exception of the years 1934
to 1936 when a little work was done, those
leases have been under exemption to the
exclusion of legitimate prospectors who
would be willing to prospect much of that
country. Afore stringent inquiries should
be made into the reasons for those companies
seek ng exemption, particularly when
leases have been heold for 12 months or
mort without any pretence of working them.
Sunet, leases exist all over the mining areas
of tie State and I would be quite safe in
saying that many thousands of acres of
prospectable auriferous country have been
bhl lip for a long time by comphnies with-
out any pretence of working them.

An extension of an exemption should be
granted only when the application is ac-
eomlpanied by a statutory declaration. This
has not been required of applicants for
exemption. Anyone seeking exemption on
behalf of a coimany has only to appear in
court and vaguely suggest that certain work
will be carried put when finance is raised
or uinder sonmc other pretext, but no definite
time is stated for the commencement of
opeiations. Instead of companies being
granted exemption and a continuance of
exemption, some alteration should be made
to tie regulations to lprevent such protee-
tion being granted ad infinitum.

While companies are granted exemption,
sirmiar treatment is not meted out to pros-
pectors. The same may' be said of the exemp-
tion of sand dumpsq. There are many' in-
stances w'here huge bodies of sand have been
tied tip by exemptions for years and no at-
tempt has been made to treat them. The re-
gulations should be altered to prevent that
statf, of affairs from continuing.

Tile member for Nedlands made many
refe-ences to thc industry with which I
heartily agree, though to some of his state-
ments I cannot subscribe because I have
not the figures before me and am not satis-
fied that they reveal the existing position.
To iis remarks about the industry and its
present parlous condition, I subscribe fully.

Some little time ago when the Com-
monwealth agreed to the remission of
the gold tax, there was a feeling that the
industry would receive considerable assist-
ance and I myself' felt very pleased, but
actually the amount of help rceived from
the remission of the tax has proved to he
very limited. There has been little com-
pensation for many producers, particularly
those not working on a very high grade Of
ore. There are not many mines in the
State on a high grade of ore. The com-
panies most requiring the aissistance w-ere
not contributing any gold tax at the time
of its remission and therefore they have not
benefited to any extent.

If a general lowering. of prices were
practicable there is a possibility that a solu-
tion of the difficulty might be found, but
1 feel it would be a desperate attempt at
giving thme industry the desired stimulus.
We know bow desperate the dollar position
is and that it demands desperate remedies.
A free gold price would stimulate the in-
dustry. I read this in the Press, and I
hove a feeling that assistance might come
in that way. The present position of the
industry is not being considered by members
of Parliament generally in its true perspec-
ti ve I was criticised on one occasion for
uising that term, but I am wondering whether
mommy members have a true perspective of
the requirements of the industry. I believe
that its probable collapse is more real than
remtote, but members have to be brought to
at remiliotion of the position.

On a previous occasion I quoted a num-
her of reasons for the present plight of
thme industry, among them being the high
cost of production, shortage bf commodi-
ties, difficulty of obtaining machinery' ,
shortage of skilled labour and other set-
backs. The official price of gold has been
allowed lo get out of equilibrium with the
price of other commodities and this has
been a contributing factor to the present
position of the industry. Now the industry
is faced with having to meet higher costs.
Although the decrease in the hours of work
aot[ the improvement in some of the work-
ing- conditions of the miners were justified
and are matters within our control, I believe
that increases in other directions are beyond
our- control or that of the Commonwealth.
The position could be relieved by the pay-
ment of a subsidy or in some other way.
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Several alternatives have been mentioned
by the member for Nedlands. I think he
advocated the payment of a bonus and spoke
of a free or non-official market. The appli-
cation of that remedy would probably over-
come much of the trouble being experienced
today. Recently restrictions have been im-
posed upon the purchase of petrol, oil, kero-
sene and other oil products used in the in-
dustry and we have been told that these re-
strictions are necessary owing to dollar
shortage. That supplies an excellent reason
why the industry should receive the con-
sideration to which it is entitled. With all
these things militating against the best mn--
terests of the industry, some of the corn-
panics must close down before long unless
a generous form of assistance is ranted to
enable them to continue production at least
without loss. Many of them are at the
moment incurring a definite loss; others are
on the brink of showing a loss, and the un-
certainty of continuity of operations is very
real.

The inuiustry has now reached the most
crucial milestone in its long history and I
sug-gest that a conference be convened by
t he Oot'ernment to he held at Kalgoorlie of
all interests representing the industry to in-
vostigate thoroughly every channel whereby
rcliu'f mig-ht be afforded to producers and
prospectors in an all-nut attempt to arrest
the serious decline now threatening. This
nation cannot afford to allow the industry
to languish any further. Corrective action
must be taken withiout delay. The attitude
of the previous Government to the industry
needs no comment; at all times it had the
interests of the industry at heart, but I feel
that the present Government must he
strongly urged to give effect to recommenda-
tions that could he made by such a body as
I have suw-gested after inquiry into the needs
of the industry. A conference of mining
men-not of those who are only partiAlly
interested in the industry but of those to
whom the industry is vital, employers and
employees alike--should fo~rmuilate recom-
mrendations, and a strong deputation head-
ed by the Premier should wait on the Prime
Minister to stress the extensive drift that has
occurred in the industry.

BM. BTYAINTS (Kalgoorlie) [11.44]: 1
do not propose to speak at length on these
Estimates. The question of golilmining has

been discussed on three occasions during
this session under certain motions relating
to the production of gold. I know very,
little of the financial position of the gold-
mining companies, and neither does any
other Goldfields member beyond what he
gleans from financial and mining journals,
because those controlling the industry have
never taken us into their confidence. I
listened with great interest to the member
for Nedlands because I realise that he prob-
ably had inside information from the com-
panies whieh, if they wanted our assistance,
should have been given to us. What has
occurred in this Chamber tonight I regard
a5 a further vote of no confidence in Gold-
fields members by the Chamber of Mlines in
that it got a non-Gold fields member to es-
pouse its cause here, That practice is not
of recent origin. Had it occurred only since
the. changQ of Government I might have
thought Ohat those in control of the mining
industry considered it better to have a re-
presentative with a fairly thorough know-
ledge of the industry, as the member for
Nadlands has, to put their case forward.
But ever since I have been here the same
attitude has been adopted.

Those in control of the industry have by-
passed the Goldfields members. They have
gonle direct to the Minister for whatever
they requaired-and that applies to Labour
Ministers, When the proposal for the supply
of Collie coal to the Mines in Kalgoorlie
was mooted, the member for Collie asked
us Goldfelds members if we would asso-
eiato ourselves with him in the matter, and
we sie-nified our agreement. I then booked
my passage to Kalgoorlie. The member for
Collie notified the Chamber of Mines that
hie had invited the Goldfields' members to
attend with him, and he got either a tele-
gram or a letter from the secretary, couched
in such language as to make it quite evi-
dent that we were not wanted at the con-
ference. I promptly cancelled my berth;I
and no Gold fields member was present at
the diseusions.

The Chamber of Mines has never ap-
proached the Groldfields members, except on
one oeilosioli when a rep~resentative of the
Western Mining Corporation came to me in
connection with some modification of the
holding oif' leases aibout two years ago. He
asked me if I would convene a meeting of
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Goldfields members to discuss a proposal that
was going to be brought before this Chain-
her. [ did that, and as a result of the con-
ferenee we were able to agree to proposals
which were suitable to prospectors and also
to thcu Western Mining Corporation. Apart
from that isolated instance I have not been
approached by the Chamber of Mines. If,
therefore, I have not been over-enthusiastic
in connection with the mining companies,
that is the reason. On the other hand, the
workers in the industry take us into their
con1k ence and tell us of their conditions
of labour. Consequently we have an inti-
mate knowledge of their requirements. I
do not know whether the position repre-
sentelI by the member for Nedlands is thei
eorreAt one or not. I have read in the
papers that the financial position of the
minir g companies is parlous. I read a great
deal of' the evidence submitted by the comn-
panics in the recent Arbitration Court case
when they were able to convince the mem-
bers of the Arbitration Court, including
the vimployees' representative, that their
tiuan--dal position was not very rosy.

Whatever I knowv about the financial side
of the mining industry I have learnt from
news onper articles. There was a series of
high-grade and informative articles in
'Th* W~est Australian" a few months ago.
I hax e read in financial journal;, and in the
newspapers, that the mining companies arc
now working on a very small margin of
profi- j. was impressed with the opti-
mistic nature of the report from the Depart-
mient of M1ines, as given by the 'Minister
this afternoon. It is in contrast with the
gloomiy picture painted by the member for
Nedl inds. In this morning's paper I read
the annual report of the Lake View and
Star mine, and it makes, much better read-
ing than does the general resume of the in-
dustry given by the member for Nedlands.
Hle (lid say, however, that the Lake View
and -Star was one of the most favourably
placed mines in that it bad its develop-
inent work carried out at a much lesser cost
than many of the other mines which find
it necessary to do a lot of that work at
prese-nt-day figures.

We would all be sorry if the position
described by the member for Nedlands were
the -orreet; one, because we all realise the
grea: value the mining industry is, and has
been. to the State. It would be no exag-

geration to say that, On at least two occa-
sion:;i, over a number of years, it has saved
the State from disaster. The second and
lateEst one is well within the memory of all
of us. When the depression which attacked
practically every other industry here-
froin about 1929 onwards-we would have
had probably four times the amount of un-
employment that we had, had it not been
for the opportunities offered by the gold-
mining industry. It has to be realised
that for every man employed directly in
the industry, there are in ancillary indus-
tries four or five others such as railway
men, Government officials, butchers, baker
and tradesmen generally. So, the value of
the industry to the State is recognised by
everyone. Having arrived at that concelu-
sion we have to investigate all avenues
through which the St~te Government can
assist the industry. The proposal for a
gold bonus, is, I think, sound. In view of
the altered outlook of the Prime Mlinister
aind tie Commonwealth Government, I be-
lieve that results well worthwhile could
be achieved by making overtures to that
Government to grant a bonus. If we do not
make the move it is unlikely that the Com-
monwealth Government will take the initia-
tive.

There are two directions in which the
State G iovernment can assist the goldmining
industry, and one is, by a reduction in
wvabr1 chiarges, which cost the industry many
hundreds of thousands of pounds per
annum. The mines do not get their water
for treatment at a concessional. rate of 2s.
per thousand gallons as do the market
gardeners and the local governiung bodies.
The average price per thousand gallons to
the -mines, the last time I saw it, was
5s. Id. The second is in connection with
freights. We can all see an increase in
freights looming in the near future. I
think it is inevitable. It would be difficult
to put up a case against increased freights
on greneral lines, but P) think the State Gov'-
ernnient, realising the value of the, mining
induistry, should understand that if they
are working on a bare margin of profit
then the State Government should conisider
the effect on the industry of an increase
in freighlts of 33-1/3rd per cent, as9 sug-
gested by the departmental representatives
before the Royal Commission.

The Government might also consider the.
effe!ct on the State if two or three of the
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large mines were forced to close down.
With a substantial increase in railway
freights, not only would there be an in-
cease in costs in connection with the re-
quirements of the mining companies, but
also in connection with the costs of those
commodities which have the effect 6f in-
creasing the cost of living of the people.
Such increases are inevitably followed Cy
a rise in the basic wage which in turn,
means additional mining costs. If wve read
the annual report of the Lake View and
Star we must realise that it is in a fairly
good position. The report shows that on
account of the large tonnage of ore treated
the company has been able to reduce the
treatment charges and is showing a re-
spectable return with a good margin of
profit. That company's main trouble ap-
pears to he the labour question. With a.
staff of 850 it had a turnover of more than
600, and it is still not able to get sufficient
men to man the plant fully. If the Gov-
ernment is forced to increase railway
freights, it-might give some consideration
to exempting goldniines which can show
only a very slim margin of prbfit above
working costs.

Midnight,

The q4uestion of fuel supplies onl the Gold-
fields is acute. The mines have been exist-
ing from hand to mouth with regard to their
wood supp~llies. Each year they have to be
obtained from greater distances afield and
much difficulty is experienced in securing
competent men to engage in cutting fire-
wood. It is mostly d]one by foreigners and
the wvork is ardous while the conditions are
not altogether satisfactory. Certainly during
the last three years they have improved and
the woodline companies have provided vadl-
ous amenities. Not only is the position
regarding firewood acute, but there is also
the matter of mining timber, which is im
very short Supply for similar reasons. I have
travelled throughout the country for many
miles around Kalgoorlie, and I believe that
in those parts that were cut over 45 or 50
years ago, much of it could be re-cut in
order to provide firewood for the mines. By
that means the supplies could be obtained
from munch closer areas than they are being
secured at present. The Forests Depart-
ment might take that matter into considera-
tion.

It will be realised that if the goldujines
are closed down, the timber will remain there
for possibly another 100 years before science
evolves some means of utilising the country
for hundreds of miles around Kalgoorlie,
areas that are nowv utilised for grazing and
mining purposes. Some of the timber could
be cut although it is not fully matured.
I agree w ith the member for Yilgarn-CooI-
gardipe that a case should be put up to the
Commonwealth Government for support fqr
the industry. I also agree entirely with
regard to the altered outlook of the Coml-
monwealth Government respecting the pro-
duction of gold. There is a certain amount
of logic in the argument that if men
were taken from the mining industry, they
could produce food that is essential for the
requirements of not only England, hutl the
starving people of Europe, as wvell as sup-
plying Australlia's own need. Nevertheless,
I think the production of gold at present is
the one means by which we can secure
American dollars and get them expeditiously.

A ready market is always available for
gold. Even during the depression period
when wheat was sold] at 2s. 6d. a bushel and
it was difficult to get that price for any ship-
ment, gold in all quantities found a ready
and profflable market. It would he ile to
suggest there is not a fair amount of truth
in the statement that because of the known
increases in mining costs and the fact that
the industry cannot pass those additional
costs onl in any direction, the position of the
mines from a financial standpoint has be-
come strained. The mines are in a much
worse bosition now than in the pro-war
period when costs wvere in all instances
considerably less than at present. If we
do not take the initiative in Western Aims-
tralia, we cannot complain a great deal if
the Commonwealth Government is not run-
ning round making offers. As to the lift-
ing of thme gold tax, there was a great hue
and cry against the Commonwealth Govern-
ment when that levy was imposed. It was
regarded as a fearful burden on the industry
but now since the Commonwealth Govern-
meat has lifted the tax, we are told by the
same people that the situation is of no value
to them at all.

When the gold tax was imposed, many
of the mining companies were agreeable be.
cause they received a concession with regard
to the income tax on gold production. It
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is not generally known that those who paid
the gold tax did not pay income tax. A
prospector could take £10,000 worth of gold
in a yn-r on which he would pay gold tax,
but he would not be called upon to pay any
income tax whatever. In that respect the
goldininiug interests were in a, very for-
tunate position. I believe that if -we put
uip a casse to the Commonwealth Government,
we mighlt receive some consideration, but we
certainly cannot expect the Federal auth-
orities to take the initiative. I would sup-
port a proposal along the lines suggested
by the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie, when
be mentioned that those interested in the
goldmining industry might decide to avail
thems~L Nc of the assistance of Ooldfields
memb'-rs. If the mining companies do not
want my assistance and do not desire to take
me into their confidence with regard to their
finane al and other conditions, that is their
business. I want to make it clear that if
I have not been as prominent as I might
have been in this matter, it is because my
help I as not been availed of with rega-rd to
the financial difficulties of the industry.

MR. SMITH (Brown Hill-Ivanhoe)
[12.8]: The last time I spoke on the
goldmining industry in this Chamber, I
direw attention ito the high dividends paid
by soine of the companies-increasing divi-
dends, I might say-and I got my informa-
tion in that respect from the newspapers.
All the information I have on the question
of th! goldnlning industry so far as it
affects the mining companies, has been oh-
taincC from the same source. On that oc-
casion I was told by the secretary of the
Chumhter of Mines, that those high divi-
dends were Paid on the issue price of the
shnre in the mines and not on the 2narket
price-a very specious plea, as it seemed
to mo". It reminded me that when my
father was employed as an assayer and
metal-nrgist for the Bank of New Zealand
on tb? Thames goldfields in that Dominion,
hie smelled for the rnincs.On that field,
through the bank, hundreds of thousands of
ouneei 0 f gold and from one mine-the Cale-
donia n-he smelted '11 tons 11 cwts; in
under 11 months-and the market collapsed
when the mine was at the height of its pro-
duction. Thus, when people talk to ine about
dividi~nds paid on the market price of shares,

I think they are rather naive, or that they
consider I am.

Recently a motion was submitted in this
House proposing that the State Government
sh ould bring under the notice of the British
Government the great possibilities that
existed here in connection with our aurifer-
ous areas and low-grade ore belts. Mem-
bers now sitting on the Government side of
the House-although minerals are entirely
under the jurisdiction of the State-instead
of being prepared to make those representa-
tions, moved an amendment that the Com-
monwealth Government be asked to make.
the requisite representations to the British
Government. In the circumstances, I
imagine the Commonwealth Government
would have to come to the State Govern-
ment to get all the information respecting
these vast auriferous areas containing so
much low-grade ore, and then in turn would
pass on the information to the British Gov-
ernmenat.

I cannot understand why the present Gov-
ernment should he so anxious to pass the
buck to the Commonwealth Government.
The only thing I can imagine it would be
for is that the potentialities and possibili-
ties of our low-grade ore-bearing deposits-
have been well represented by Mr. Claude
de Bernales to the British Government and
the British investors in recent years, and as
a result of those representations it i only
a few months since that the British Gov..
ement sent two detectives here to carry
out investigations -as to whether the repre-
scntc-tioos made by Mr. de Bern ales were
an accurate estimate of the position or not.
When I see a gold brick;, I picture in it
all the money that has been expended in
its, production from the time the first blow
of the pick was struck or the drill operated
in order to produce it. I realise when I
see it that if it could be sold at a prin!
that would return to the producers the whole
of the costs plus the entrepreneur's profits,
that kind of production would be vital to the
economics of this State. But if gold is to
be produced at a loss and its production sub-
sidised by somne other form of industry, then
we Sap the vitality of our economics as a
whokp in order to bolster tip an industry
that is not paying its way.

I hare no objection to assistance being
given to the goldmining industry. As a
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matter of fact, I think the Commonwealth
Government has been generous in its atti-
tude to the industry in view of all the cir-
cumnstances connected with the wvar, with
which it was faced, although the State
Government, when it had the taxation under
its jurisdiction, taxed the goidmining in-
dustry to the extent of 3s. 10d. in the pound.
that is, those units which had returned the
cap)ital to the shareholders. When the Corn-
monwealth Government took over uniformi
taxation, it exempted the goldmining in-
dustry from its taxation altogether. it
is still exempt, notwithstanding the fact that
the goldinines in this State which are on
the British register are paying 9s. in the
pound tax to the British exchequer on every
pound profit mode by them. Recently the
goidmining industry admitted, through one
of its leading institutions in Australia, that
it was not satisfied with the sales tax posi-
tion.

The Commonwealth Government formed a
mining panel to exlplore in what way the
goidmining industry might be assisted, and
it acted on the recommendations of that
panel. The Chamber of Mlines was repre-
sented on the panel. Although, as a result
of a questionnaire, it was shown that a total
of £050,000 would he req1uiredl by the gold-
miningT companies to rehabilitate the in-
dustry, the Commonwealth Government
placed no limit on the amount that it would
give, providled it wos proved that ultimately
gold could he produced on an economic
basis and provided a recommendation was
made by a qualified inspector that such a
loan was justifiable. rudier our Mining Act,
the Minister for Mines cannot hand over,
doles to every mine in the State. Ile is pro-
hibited from doing so unless lie gets a re-
commendation to that effect fromn a qual 'ified
inslpector. Those are some of the conditions
laid down by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, which is most anxious, not only,
anxious but willing, to assist the goldmining
industry, but there are certain limitations
placed upon such assistance.

The member for Nedlands talks about a
£E2 gold bonus. I do not knowv whether the
Chamber of Mines is in favour of a gold
bonus or not, but I do know that when a
gold bonus was mooted previously, the then
president of the Chamber of Mines, the late
Mr. Richard Hamilton, was opposed to it.

I believe his opinion was over-ruled by a
majority of the members of the Chamber,
because ultimately they wvere successful in
getting a gold bonus. Bitt the man who had
been president of the Chamber of Mines for
about 40 years was opposed to it. le oh-
jected to this attitude that was being adopt-
ed in every industry. I do not blame the
goidmining industry for wanting assistance.
We have had in this House the wheat in-
dustry, the dairying industry, the potato-
growing industry and the eggr-producing, in-
dustry wanting assistance. Every industry is
wanting, assistance, but it curl only he ob-
tamned ultimately from one another. This
Commonwvealth of ours is also joined with
tlie International Monetary Fund.

Qiite recently, the Caniadian Government
agreed to give its gold producer., n bonus
of £2 2s. 10d. an ounce, I think originally
on increased production, but it may have
been on all production. The National Ane-,
tary Fund objected to the proptosal, and so
the terms on which assistance could bo
granted to goldmines in that country had
to be altered because of its membership of
the International Monetary Fund. Some
form of assistance of that description will
have to be g-iven to assist nmarginal mine.,
in this State. I think that is most desirable,
practicable and probable. To ask the pleCll
of Australia to subscribe money by way of
bonus to a mine that is paying a 50 per (cent.
dividend is asking them to agree to somie-
thing that it is highily improbable they will
considcr. I (10 not think it is withina t he
realm of probability.

I su-tIgest to the Minister for M1ines, Or
to his representative in this Chamber, that
he make investigations into the proposal
that has been put forward by the Govern-
ment of Southern Rhodesia. A rep~ort in
that connection says that the Government
pays a subsidy up to £2 an ounce to keep
in production mines which otherwise would
have to close down because of the declining
grade. That seems to me to bep an idea with
some possibilities in it; it certainly is worth
investigating. Fromn the same report, which
appeared in 'The Kalgoorlie Msiner" on the
25th October, 1047, 1 fiftd that in Southern
Rhodesia wages for all types of work on
mines, apart from those for mill bands, are
considerably higher than those in Western
Australia. The article goes on to say that
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living conditions at most of the mining
centres are Made pleasant, in, that they are
surrounded by rich farib lands and there are
running streams. That is a method of assist-
ance well worth investigation. If we are to
assist our goldniining industry we must put
up scmething that is within the realms of
probability. The question should not be a
purely political counter for the purpose of
trying to place the Commonwealth Govern-
nient at a disadvantage, because the Corn-
momilealth Government, whatever it may
have (lone to the phoinining industry while
the Japanese were fighting us, did so in the
intertists of our salvation. Since then, the
Commonwealth Governmient has done its
best :o rehabilitate the mining industry.

The! Commonwealth Government cannot
help it if the mining industry is suffering
from a shortage of labour today. Because
of tI: e many attractions in other fields of
industry, men will not enter the mining in-
dustry today. It has a long record of in-
dustrial disease which makes it unattractive,
Ipartiecularly to the sons of the men who
worked in the industry and today arc suffer-
ing from silicosis as a result. I remember
when I was on the mining panel that I sub-
inittcd to the members that the goldmiuing
indu!:try would suffer a labour shortage after
the wvar, but they ridiculed the idea, as
they had been used to a large number of
men hanging about the mines looking for
a jo!h. But those conditions have now al-
teret and men are not now hanging round
the mnines looking for jobs. They can get
Jobs elsewhere in industries less detrimental
to their health, even if they are not so
beneficial to their pockets. Personally, I
think gold producers throughout the wvorld
cor being taken for a ride. In Amen ric,
where the( price of gold is fixed-and it is
fixed nowhere cisc-at 35 dollars to the
oUhi(e, it is the only commodity that has
its price fixed, and the reason it is fixed is
because it is in the hands of the private
financial institutions.

Mr. Marshall: Now you have it right!

Mr. SMITH: No gold is going to waste
in America. I remember that in 1929
America said that gold was frozen; but sub-
sequent statistics proved that the credit
advanced on gold reserves in America dut-
ing that period up to 1929 was ten times
the amount of the gold held in reserve. The

same position is being re-enacted today. The
holders of the large supplies of gold in
America aire making sure that every ounce
of it is earning interest. They control the
interest which gold is earning for them by
credi~t advances to all kinds of industry,
with the result that we read in the Press
that in America butter is 5s. 6d. per lb., eggs
5s. 3d. per dozen, steak 6s. to 7s. 6id. per Ilb.,
skilled workers get £30 a week, and tailor-
made suits cost from £25 upwards. Yet gold
rMains at 35 dollars an ounce! Why? Be-
cause the high prices of all those commodi-
ties that are not fixed depend upon the
suppl~ly of the means of payment that is
circulating throughout the community.

Th.e -Minister spoke about the 'Mine
Workers' Relief Fund being so generous as
to agree lo bear the cost of administration
and medical supervision of aluminium
therapy. In my opinion, the fund is well
fitted for that purpose. That matter might
well hea put under the control of the fund.
But what I want to know is where the
morey is to conic from that will pay for itI
In 1043, the Government Actuary was set
the task of making an actuarial examination
of Mhe fund. In his report he said he was
handicapp~ed by insufficient. data, but he
maniaged to secure some data relating to the
eight year, before the valuation date. Again,
with the hell) of the whole board, sonic esti-
mates of existing and future claims and
future incouie to meet them were obtAined.
It was ascertained, so the Actuary said,
tha: the overage duration of life of bene-
ficiaries; from the time of the conimeneement
of w'ekly benefits to th0 date of death was
less. than 41.4 years in cases arising under
Section 48, which is the tuberculosis-plus-
silieosis sveetion. Under Section 49, which
is the tuberculosis only section, the average
duration of life is 2.3 years after coinn
Onl to, the fund. Under Sections 54, 56 and
57, the duration of life from the commence-
ment of payment to death averaged 1.5
years.

The Actuary pointed out that these figures
did not represent full durations, because
sorie of the beneficiaries were still living at
that date. But under Section 48 the average
age for coming on the fund was 56 years
and under Section 49 it was 40 years, as
in that instance the man came on the fund
immediately, whereas under Section 48 he
camne on after compensation had been ex-
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hausted. The valuation date of this fund,
was the 31st January, 1943, and at that
date the Actuary estimated the value of bene-
fit5 to existing cases, including males, wives,
widows and children at £121,557. .Under
the old fund, the value of benefits to the
then beneficiaries wvas estimated at £116,644.
So the total of the then existing benefits
was £232,201. The value of future con-
tingent liabilities was £669,598, making a
total of known and estimated liabilities of
£C902,799. On the assets side of the fund
.at that date there was £E250,464 in money
or investments.

It was estimated by the Actuary that dur-
ing the 15 years from the valuation date
of the 31st January, 1943, £500,000 would
be collected in contributions. The future
liabilities of £872,100 and the future con-
tribUtions of £500,000 in 15 years from the-
valuation date were reduced to the then
present-day values. So we had liabilities in
the actuarial balance sheet shown at
£E669,598, and assets at £384,050, or a de-
ficiency at the end of the 15 years from
the 31st January, 1943, of £268,285, after
making allowance for the balance in hand
of £17,263. 1 know that originally it was
announced that this fund was going to bear
the whole cost of installation, but I found
as a result of investigations that it was only
going to hear the cost of administration
and supervision. But that has been esti-
mated at £C3,500 a year at least; and dur-
ing the 10 years that are left of the valua-
tion period referred to by the Actuary, that
represents an expenditure of £35,000.

Like the member for Mt. Magnet, I want
to know where this Lund will get the money
from to meet this expenditure. In 1944 the
union made representations to the then Min-
ister for increased benefits under the fund
and I have a copy of a letter at home in
which be replied that he had made repre-
sentations to the board itself and also to the
Government Actuary and he said that the
fund was facing extinction and that he could
not agree to the increased benefits for which
the union concerned had asked. In 1945 the
uinion ninde representations to the board in
order to get medical benefits for beneficiaries
who were totally incapacitated. The board
itself estimated the cost at £500 per annumn
and said that in view of the actuarial posi-
tion it could not grant the request. Yet

they can come along and put up a pro-
position of this kind in which they are going
to spend at least £8,500 a year, anti in doing
so are making the employees themselves con-
tribute one-third of the cost. I think that
either the mining companies or the Govern-
ment should bear the cost of administration
and medical supervision. I have no objec-
tion to the mining companies having that
under their control, but I have a strong ob-
jection to the board bearing the cost in
view of its attitude in past years in saying
that it could not afford an expenditure of
£:500 to provide medical attention for in-
calpaeitated beneficiaries.

I think the Government should go into
that question and see what its attitude is
going to be in connection with it. I nam
not saying the board has not the power
under the Act, because it has some power
under one of the sections under which it
can make contributions to certain institu-
tions. But it cannot afford to do it and
that has been made clear by the Actuary.
Although I criticised the Actuary's finding,
at one time, the Minister for Mines in the
previous Government stuck through and
through to those findings and I wvant to
know what is the attitude of this Govern-
ment.

Mr. MARSHALL: I move-
That progress be reported.

-Motion put andl negatived.

MR. MTARSHTATIL (Murchison) E12.37]:
1 regret that I amt called upon to
make some observations on these all-
important Estimates at this hour of the
morning.

Mr. Styants: So do we!

Mr. MARSHALL: That is due mainly to
the contributions of those who preceded me.
I subscribe to the contribution made by the
member for Nedlands and to the utterances
of -several other speakers. I cannot follow
the member for Nedlands to the last degree
and support all hie had to say, though I
am in agreement with the major points he
raised. The value of the goldinining in-
dustry to the economy of this State needs
no elaboration by me. Every member should
know the value of that industry to the
State. It has produced a great volume of
wealth and provided a good deal of em-
ployment for men, particularly at that
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period of our history when hundreds of
thousands of breadwinners throughout Aus-
tralia were seeking work. Many migrated
from i he Eastern States during the depres-
sion and obtained work in our mines. Tak-
ing it by and largeI the industry has pro-
vided citizens who can "be regarded as an
example to all parts of the State. Self-
retin: and self-sacriflcing men went into
this industry and lent very able assistunce
to its development.

I agree with the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe that it would not he a practica ble
proposition to suggest that now the indus-
try is facing a crisis we should call upon
all taxpayers and all other industries who
may not be enjoying any better circum-
stances than the goldmining industry to
pay a subsidy to goidmines which are show-
ing a reasonably good profit. I think that
this industry, like every other industry, in-
stitution and individual, is suffering mainly
from the persistent adherence to an obsolete
mone ary system under which everything
used in industry and everything acquired
and consumed by society is loaded to the
hilt with taxation. Requisites for the Min-
ing ind ustry as, well as requisites for other
industries have risen in cost and the in-
vrea-2, which bas been constant and must
conti itie, is due solely to the fact that taxa-
tion has been imposed off everything, ad-
Most to the killing point.

T an renmemuber discussions which took
place here-over a period of years concern-
ing the production of wheat and the pathe-
tic, tales that were constantly poured into
ouir *oars abbot the trials and tribulakions
of those engaged in the industry. For a
long time Governments were called upon. to
make all sorts of concessions and. offer all
sorts; of financial assistance to maintain the
industry, and to that I tak-no exception.
The goldmnining industry, although suffer-
ing today from similar circumstances, is
nevertheless in a better position than the
wheat industry when it was experiencing
a particularly bad time. T'he trouble with
the wheat industry was that world parity
price was down below cost of production
and consequently the industry could not
expect to be sustained without assistance,
hut for gold we can obtain a price far in
excess of the cost of production. We are
not permitted, however, to take advantage
of tint market. As was -mentioned by the
mem~ber for Nedlands, we could get any-

thing from £15 to £25 per ounce for all
the gold we can produce, but we are not
allowed to accept it.

Mr.,' Leslie: Why?

Mr. MARSHALL: That is the point, and
many reasons are advanced. The member
for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe was right in say-
ing the price of gold is fixed in America.
I do not agree with the statement of the rep-
-reseutative of the Chamber of Mines, before
the Arbitration Court in Kalgoorlie recently,
that the only Government that had juris-
diction to fix the price of gold was the
United States Government. That Govern-
merit, together with the Imperial Govern-
ment and any other government'that con-
forms to the obsolete idea of a gold stan-
(lard, is subservient to the international
financiers who fix the price of gold. To
mention any government as taking responsi-
bility for the fixation of the price of gold,
is only to camouflage the issue. The Central
Reserve Bank of America fixes the price
of gold and it is no wonder that it connives,
with Governments to that end.

It will be remembered that we were
coer.-cd by Sir Otto Niemeyer, who said that
if we did not do as we were told we would
get no further accommodation. Just imagine
anr international Jew telling the Common-
wve& 'tb Government that, unless we would
fall in with his plans to reduce all our
standards, his people would not grant us
anv further financial accommodation. The
only institution in Australia with power to
say whiat money should be in circulation
is the Commonwealth Government. That is
thep only authority that can authorise the
mainufacture of coin of the realm. Why
should we go to international Jewry to seek
finiancial assistaince? it is true that there
,arc mines in Western Australia that can
still pay dividends, and that no doubt will
lbc able for a year or two to sustain their
pr'esent position, but ultimately they will he
overwhelmed. Under the present world fiscal
policy there can never be any possibility
of a reduction in costs. Whoever heard of
a real reduction in taxation?

It is true that for the sake of political
expediency a morsel is offered here and
there, but in the aggregate taxation has
risen steadily. When a government takes
£374,000,000 out of the pockets of the
peciple-as happened this year-that sum
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must figure in the cost of goods and ser-
vices, which always rises. It is no use try-
ing to solve the problem by patching usp
one industry, such as the produaction og eggs,
-or wheat, and deceiving ourselves into the
belief that ultimately the cost of production
will be so reduced as to afford such industries
opportunity of standing on their own feet.
That is an impossibility, to which we must
face up. The Chamber of Mines should long
since bave realised that there are large mines
in Western Australia that are not paying
dividends, but are operating at a loss, and
that that state of affairs cannot continue
for very long. One mine in my electorate
is existing on money that the Commonwealth
Government made available for rehabilita-
lion, and another large mine is scarcely
making ends meet, though that company is
,wealthy and may be able to hold out for a
while, hoping vainly that costs will fall.

Even the richiest of our mines--those that
are paying dividends today-must ultimately
he overtaken by the rising cost of production,
unless there is an increase in the price paid
for gold. The Chamber of Mines should
have taken action similar to that taken dur-
ing the first world war, when an organisa-
Lion. known as the Giold Producers' Associa-
tion. was set up. That body took charge of
the sale of gold, selling the metal on the
world market, anti ultimately a premium
was paid on every ounce of gold produced
ill this State over a given period. At that
time the price of gold was sufficiently high,
in relation to costs, to afford the association
opportunity of paying dividends to gold
producers. I might mention that onr gold-
-mine,; lost £3,000,000 before that association
,camne into being. There will be a bitter
struggle before our gold is sold in most
countries that are ready and willing to pay
the increased price for it.

It is necessary for Australia to receive a
priceL for gold that will exceed the cost oil
pirodluction, and permit our mining corn-
panics to continue operations. If the Corn-
mnonwealth Government is prepared to pay
a bonus, as does the Canadian Government
and that of Southern Rhodesia, well and
rood. The goldmining industry is as much
entitled to a nibble at the prostrate careass
,as is any other industry, and the system
of paying bonuses cannot be maintained
much longer. The mining industry Is entitled

to its share. The Government should take
immediate steps to get the Chamber
of Mines, and all others that are
vitally interested in the disposal of gold
at profitable prices, together in order
to put up a ease, in conjunction with the
Commonwealth Government, as the negotia-
tions muist be of an international character.
There is no encouragement now for men to
go prsecig and deposits that afford the
prospector a big return are few, though
there is one such in my electorate at pre-
sent. It is one of the richest deposits dis-
covered for a considerable time.

Generally the prospector oan hope only
to discover a low-grade proposition, but
such bodies live at depth and are capable
of producing large tonnages. They are the
bodies that attract capital, and the lucky
prospector does well out'of them. However,
there is no encouragement to prospectors
to search for such pro-positions when even
well equipped and efficiently managed mines
are unable to operate profitably. There are
no really rich mines working on a large
scale in Western Australia now. Ore
averaging from five to eight dwts. is not
rich, but there are deposits of lower grade
ore that would afford good opportunities
for investment if we could get a higher
price for the gold produced. It is a tragedy
that an important industry should be al-
lowed to go out of existenc, when the pro-
duct (eould be of such value to this Stale
and the Commonwealth as, a whole.

There are countries desirous of paying
at least double the price that we arc now
getting for our gold. Such a return as that
would place the industry on an entirely
different footing. I fear that the struggle
will be intense, but it will have to be faced.
I call upon the Minister representing the
Minister for 'Mines to make an early move
in this direction. Some years ago I asked
the then Minister, the member for Leeder-
ville, to make repres entations to the Com-
monweailth regarding the sale of our gold
with a view to finding out who bought it
and what price was paid for it and why
we were not getting the price ruling in the
free market. The reply from the then Prime
Minister was most ambiguous and non-
committal. Later the matter was again
opened up by the Premier of the day, but
I have heard nothing more ahout it. On
top of that a motion was moved which we
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supported and we have heard nothing more
.about t hat. Consequently it is high time
that th3- Minister for 'Mines got busy.

My s;uggestion is along the lines of the
,one mentioned by the member for Yilgarn-
Coolgardie. This would enable us at least
to find out who buys the gold and why we
are no; allowed to sell our commodity as
a free people to any country prepared to
pay a profitable price for it, Writers in
defence of the industry suggest that gold-
mining should he regarded apart from other
industries and that the sales tax on all re-
quisitei should be removed, but we know
how si,eeessful representations of that sort
would be. The reply would be that, once
such ,precedent were Set,. all industries
would have a right to claim a similar con-
,cessior..

There is another deterrent to the operat-
ing of new mines. When the established
mines purchased equipment for the process-
ing of the ore, prices were phenomenally
low af compared with what -would have to
he paid today to equip new mines. I under-

sndthat the Imperial Government is act-
ing- lit-erally in this connection. Whether it
proposies to subsidise, British inanufac-
turers, I do nnt know, but the fact of niak-
in- machinery available to us at a pheno-
menally high price would not be much en-
couragzement to the industry. If the Im-
perial Government could give us cheap
modein' equipnient and assist us to obtain
the full value of the gold on the free mar-
ket, it would be of material assistance.

We have been told that a supply of port-
able ('rills has been made a9vailable to pros-
pecto-s, but in limited number. When ]in-
ister, I arranged for six portable drills and
one rortable compressor. The Minister is
not ii aking much headway or showing much
enthusiasin. Why sit down on what we did?
Cannjt thte' Minister get busy and improve
upon it? 9 t seems that all this Government
is doing is to give effect to what its pre-
decsiors hAd Set in motion.

flon. A. R. G-. Hawke: This Government
has not demonstrated one new idea in all
the months it has been in office.

Mi. MARSHALL: I -would not mind if
M1inisters took intensive action in following
up tie ideas inherited from us. The pro-
visioni of six portable drills was only a com-
mencement. I am sure there is a big demand
for ;bern and. the Minister should at least

have Oiven us some information why the
number has not been augmented. floes the
prospector regard them with disfavour or
is there some other reason for there being
no greater supply on hana? I have not heard
anything of following up geological surveys
with free boring. When I was Minister, I
had ini v-iew the issuing of a pamphlet show-
ing the different kinds of minerals in their
natural colours and giving specific informa-
tion about them. This would have been of
considerable value to prospectors. It is of
no use a prospector finding something of
value when miles away from the office of a
mining registrar or a geologist and having
to travel a long distance to learn the value
of his discovery. A pamphlet such as I
suggest would be of immense value to him
as he would be able to determine the nature
of his discovery end its worth. Seemingly
the Government does not bother about such
things. Nothing will deter men from going
prospecting more than being handicapped
by lack of information or facilities of this
sort.

Another matter I had under considera-
tion wats the supplying of a small portable
blowar. It was patented by a Mfeckathanra
tradesman to take the place of loaming
dishes. If a prospector is loaming, he takes
a disih of loanm and pans off a full dish in
water, wvhich means that he has to be close
to a water supply or carry water with him.
This patent will do what an ordinary dry
blower does, but gives better results and is
of immense value to a prospector. He can
put through half-a-cwL. of loami dry anti
then simply pan oil the residue, a handful
of loam. That would mean a saving both
of wiater and of time. We have not heard

nyhn bout that. This is another reason
why the Minister for Mines should have a
seat in this Chamber--so that we can talk
to him about these things.

The Chief Secretary: He is always in his
office. I

Mr. MNARSHALL: That is of little use.
He should be here to give information as
we ask for it, and not in the Council where
Estimates are not discussed and where there
are few mining men among the represent-
atives.

As to State batteries, I was surprised at
the statement of the member for Aft. Magnet
that, 12 months or two years passed before
the prospectors were paid for the gold re-
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mainin.- in the tailings. I know that there
have been lengthy periods, but there has
been a reason for the delay. The Government
should be watchful and take steps to ensure
that there is no undue delay in treating the
sands and paying the prospectors in full.
However, that is not the point I wish to
elaborate. It is easy to speak of obsolete
plant and mislead oneself and probably the
prospectori, also: The State batteries arc
showing a loss of £15,000 or £16,000 a year,
but there will be no difficulty at all if the
Treasurer will find more money to permit
of a reduction in the charges now being
levied against prospectors for the treatment
of their ore. That is the only solution.

If the Government provides more money
to afford relief to prospectors the unfor-
tunate individual working in the bowels of
the earth has to make an additional contri-
bution to taxation. I would hesitate to ask
any working man to pay more to the Mount-
ai View, for instance, which has just had
an S-ounce crushing. Thus anomalies occur,
but I do not suppose they are beyond solu-
tion. Reference has been made to the State
batteries being obsolete, but I have yet to
learn of any process used for ore reduction
that can excel the gravity stamp mills. None
has been invented to my knowledge. The
gravity stamp mill will bold its owl' for
efflciency with any process known to the in-
dustry. The reason why modern companies
have discarded this type of mill is not be-
cause of inefficiency but because there 'has
been at change in the method of ore treat-
merit generally.

Let mre. quote the Big Bell. Before that
mine contemplated equipping- that proposi-
tion with a treatment plant, the matter was
investigated for two years. They under-
took diamond drilling and other exploration
work in order to ascertain the type of ore
thpy had, the depth and length of the ore
channel itself arid the peculiarities involved
in that class of ore. Wiluna floldmnines did
exactly the same thing for two years. They
had a pilot plant and engaged in experi-
mental processes to ascertain the peculiari-
ties of that ore and the tonnage likely to
be produced per month. So those corn-,
panics knewr exactly what each of those pro-
positions would produce a month and also
how much they would want to produce each
month to show a profit. But what was of
more concern was that they knew exactly

the type of ore they were going to treat
and erected a plant accordingly. They in-
stalled a modern plant for what is known
as thle all-slime process or the cyanidation
process.

What is the position with the State
batteries? A State battery has no
knowlcdge of the type of ore that
will be coming to it for tieatment.
Any class of ore is treated in a
State battery. Again, a State blattery
does not know wvhat quantity of ore it will
treat each month. The all-slime process
would be an impracticability for a State
battery. In mixing two or three or four dif-
ferent classes of ore in the one agitator one
is likely to poison the lot and get no extrac-
tion. Each type of ore must be treated
separately. A State battery could have an
all-slime process all right bilt it would only
be able to treat one class of ore and no
more. It dare not mix them. I want pros-
pectors to understand,( that the two propo-
sitions are, entirely different. The all-slime
process must be kept going once it is start-
ell; otherwise the deterioration of the plant
is colossal. It can only treat one type of
ore at a time; and often a prospector comes
in with five tons-sometimes less, some-
times more. But each class of ore broughit
to a State battery varies so much that I am
doubtful whether we could get a cycle that
would satisfy demands as well as the State
Battery Department itself. The member for
,%t. Magnet said the extraction was low.
When we get 97 per cent. for all the ores
that the State batteries treat, I do not think
it canl be said to be a very low extraction.

]invinz regard to the different classes of
ore treated at the State batteries and the
difficulties under which thley) labour, T think
that the extraction is very reasonable in-
deed but there are dlifficulties confronting the
State batteries which it is utterly impossible
to overcome because of the facts I haive al-
ready mentioned. There are some improve-
ments that could be made to ecoflomnise a
little. I think then' should bie portable ele-
vators instead of horses and drays for
emlptying the leaching vats, and other
improvements should be instituted to make
the work easier and more efficient. When
it is realised that the State Battery' charges
since their inception have never been in-
creased, but that the increased cost to the
State Batteries has been phenomenal, it is
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little wonder a loss has been shown. At on(
time th'y used to deduct three weights a.,
paymient for treatment of sands and onl3
paid on 80 per cent. of the tonnage. Bul
those things have been improved to the
benefit of the prospector.

If tte Government is willing to take a
little more of the burden into the Treasury
it could] grant further concessions to the
departraent for the purpose of providing
cheaper treatment for the prospectors. That
is about the only solution that I can see: I
do not want to mislead the prospectors.
I do not think it would be fair to do so.
While it is easy to say that these plants are
obsolet-e and inefficient, I think it will be
found that if experts are consulted and all
circmtmtahiees are taken into consideration,
there iii little hope of any improvement hav-
ing reg-ard to the conditions under which the
State batteries operate. I do not mind the
Goverr went giving further concessions if it
feels incline d to do so. That is the Govern-
went's responsibility. I believe that on one
occasica a prospector who was a little in-
censed at the charges being made by the
department contended that if the depart-
ment votild not do any better it should get
out of the industry and leave it to private
enterprise. There is nothingr in the world
to storp private enterprise having a go. The
Government has no monopoly and anyone
call commence crashing operations as soon
as hie likes. But there is no privately-owned.
biatter , that has ever crushed for pros-
pectors without a subsidy from the GMvern-
went-when they were bound down by an
uigreement to crush under State Battery
Depai tment conditions.

Every privaitely-owned battery has always
had a subsidy when crushing for pros-
pectors tinder State Battery Department
condit ions. Fifty per cent. of the sands
treated by the department average 1 dwt. 8
grains; and the Government does not get 100
per cent. extraction from that, but only a
perceastage. The difficulties connected with
the t seatment of ore are phenomenal. If
the Government feels inclined to make
furth -r concessions I will- not be one
to criticise it very severely. I have a great
deal of admiration for prospectors. They
forfeit all the amenities, of life and, oh the
average, they do not get a great reward for
their services. They are worthy of consid-

eratiort from that aspect. The time must
come-because prospecting is not looked on

rvery favourably by the younger people-
when the Government will have to give
further concessions to induce people to go
out prospecting.

THJE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. A. V.
R. Abbott-North Perthi-in reply) [1.26]:
1 first. of all point ou-t that I have wade a
note of many of the suggestions put forward
and thiey will receive the careful considera-
tion, ef the Government. The Premier has
already made emphatic representations to
the Commonwealth Government. He put
them forward at the last PreniieW con-

.:fcrence when be pointed out that assist-
anice was needed in the industry and that
in spite of the progress made last year in
the production of gold-something like
£C1,000,000 worth up to date.-the industry
might. find itself in a serious position. It
is the Premier's intention, when he next
goes East, to stress that aspect. The price
of gold creates a difficult position. Aus-
tralia, is contributing to the dollar pool-
the currency most needed by the Empire
-and the price of dollars is fixed. The
assertion that there can be a different price
for gold is not correct because the price
mentioned is in soiniccurrency other thian
dollar currency. There is only one price
for dollars, and that is fixed by the
American Government. A suggestion has
been mnade that a subsidy could be paid,
and that, in my opinion, is warranted.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

BILLS (5)-RETURNED.

1, Potato Growing Industry Trust Fund
(No. 2).

2,

3,

Coal Miners' Welfare.

Associations Incorporation Act Amend-
men t.

Without amendment.

4, Gas (Standards).
With amendments.

5, Bread Act Amendment.
With an amendment.
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BILL-MANDURAR CHURCH BURIAL
GROUND.

Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read, notifying thttit had agreed to the
amndnment made by the Assembly.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R, MHeLarty-
Murray-AWellington) I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn till
2.15 p.m. (Wednesday).

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 1.32 a.m. (Wednesday),

' Eeis(atfix Oboirnri(-
Wednesday, 17th December, 1947.
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BILL-CENSORSHIP oF FILMS,

Second Reading.

Debate resumned from the previous day.

RON, G. FRASER (West) [2.351:- I sc-
cured the adjournment of the debate last
evening in order to have an opportunity to
look through the Bill because it is a fairly
lengthy one and one that could cause quite
a deal of concern. Having examined the
measure I am satisfied that, generally speak-
ing, I can support its provisionls. An agree-
ment is to be made with the Commonwealth
so that there will be no necessity for setting
up a separate censorship here and the classi-
fication by the central censor will be accepted.
in this State. I understand that the State
Premiers each agreed to introduce uniform
legislation on the subject, so there appears
to be every safeguard.

I believe the public is well satisfied with
the elassifieations that have been made by
the Federal censor of Pictures for general
exhjibition, not for general exhibition and
not for children under 16. 1 think his deci-
sions have been accepted as being well with-
in the mark. The Bill, however, contains one
or two clauses on which I am not too keen.
To one I ami definitely opposed, b~ecause it
appears to he ridiculous. Clause 19 pirovides.
that no exhibitor shall admit any child ap-
parently under the age of 16, when the ehild
is not aceompanied by an adult, to any pie-
tore theatre w.here a film declared as being
not suitable for exhibition before children
is to be screened.

That is an extraordinary clause. We ar(e
asked to place the onus on the proprietor
of the theatre, and] we know it is always
diflicult to guess a person's age. I defy any-
one to gues-s the ages of a lot of the girls
of todaty, aid I can see a picture proprietor
in a heal) of trouble if lie, told some of those
girls that he considered them to be under
16. There are some saving words "if in
his opinion," but cases are frequently taken
in the court for offenees against the licens-
ing la;N's of having served a person under,
the age of 21, and though the attendant has
been under the impression that the customer
was 21, lie has been fied. Generally speak-
ing, it is possible to tell the age of a man
within a year or two, but not so the age of
a female, so I anticipate a good deal of
trouble in that direction.
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